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HE Author of the enſuing Pa- 

ers, is a plain, humble, ſerious 
a briſtian, in a private Station : 
His Circumſtances —— not allow d bim 
3 :be Advantages of improved Learning; 
but God has given him à clear Head, as 
* well as an honeſt Heart, and he bas been 
* particularly led into a more than common 
Acguaintance with the Subject of Infant- 


© Baptiſm, by the frequent C. enn. be 
as had with many upon that Point. You 


will accordingly find in the following 


Treatiſe ſome Hints that are not uſually 
to he met with in other Authors, and a 
large and laborious Collection of fuch 
Texts of Scripture, as do not only ſerve 
to give Light to each other, but all tage- 
ber greatly help to clear the main Point 


in 


To the Reader. 
in hand. In ſborr, you may here find a 
preat Subject treated upon in an eaſy and 
natural Stile, fitted to the meaneſt Ca- 
pacities, and fully expreſſi ve of the Au- 
thor's Senſe.: The Arguments he uſes are 
frrong and ſolid; and he does generally © 
avoid thoſe hard Words and bitter Re- 
feckions that are too common with others| 4 
on theſe: Occaſions. So that upon the 
whole, we apprehend it a very uſeful 
Tract, and what may be likely to confirm 
the W, eak among ourſelves, as well as 
76 convince thoſe on the oppoſite Side: For 
hieb Ends We do earneſtly recommend P 
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Tue Introduction. 


F Ince we are commanded to buy the Truth, and ſell 
* | 


it not, Prov. 23. 23. The Faith once delivered to 
nde Saints, is not to be yielded up to Gain-ſayers, 


Jude 3. Truth is precious, and muſt neither be parted 
”'S with nor ſuppreſſed. If on the publiſhing of it Offence 
he be taken, it is better to give way to ſuch Offence, than 


that the Truth be abandoned. 
© Yet to prevent Offence, if poſſible, or at leaſt to 
moderate and cool the Spirits of ſuch, who are apt to 
be offended with thoſe that plead the Cauſe of Infants 
2X Cwhich yet ĩs an Act both of Juſtice and Mercy, becauſe 
they can't plead for themſelves) I would intreat ſuch 
A © Perſons to conſider, in the fear of God, a few Things 
in general, touching the Controverſy about the In- 
fants of the Faithful. | Ex 
I, If ſuch Infants are indeed of the Number of 
| FGod's Covenant- people, and Members of his viſible 
Church and Kingdom, with a Right to Baptiſm, then 
tis a far greater Evil to deny it, and exclude em from 
all theſe, than it can be to own and receive them to 
all theſe, if they ſhould not have right thereto ; be - 
cauſe 'tis much better and ſafer to err or exceed on 
the Side of Charity, Love and Mercy, than on the 
Side of Uncharitableneſs and Cruelty. Nai 
24%, Conſider what it is you are ſo ready to be an. 


Damage to yourſelves and Children? Or is it not 

really the greateſt Privilege, next to that of your own 

Salvation, that believing Parents can enjoy either for 

themſelves. or Seed; And that which alone can quiet 

and comfort them concerning their Dying Infant? 
— f \ B N K 


*. zry at, and ſtrive againſt; Is it ſome great Loſs and | 


34ly, Con- i 
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34ly, Conſider what it is you are ſo pleaſed with, 
and contend fo earneſtly for; Is it ſome great Pri- 
vilege to yourſelves and Children? Or is it not in 
Truth to have your Infants in the State and Condi- 
tion of Heathens, Members of Satan's Kingdom, and 
not of Chriſt's Church ; Strangers from the Covenant 
of Promiſe, e? Ah! my Brethren, ſuch cruel Zeal 
is to be avoided, and the Infants of ſuch unkind Pa- 
rents are to be pitied. | ; 
In ſhort, the Controverſy about Infants lies here; 
we plead for, and you plead againft the Continuance of 
very great Privileges once granted of God to his 
People. Therefore, | ; 
4thly, Pray conſider, that if you could carry the 
Day, and obtain all you defire and contend for, what 
is it you gain? 2 nothing; nothing of Privilege, 
nothing but Loſs and Da But if the Truth be 
found to lie on our Side, and you yield to it, then ye 
gain very much, both for yourfelves and Seed. | 
Why then, I beſcech you, are ye ſo earneſt in con- 
tending for nothing? Or rather for that which is worſe 
than nothing ? Why ſo glad of, and induſtrious in 
3 any thing that is writ againſt the poor In- 
ts, and their Privileges? Why fo tranſported 
with, Joy on every little Advantage your Cauſe ſeems 
to get? I have often wondred, that fyery thing you 
meet with, that ſtrengthens your Unbelief of the Pro- 
miſes made to your Children, ſhould not make you 
more fad, and bring a great Damp on your Spirits: 
But inſtead of this, what clapping Wings and 
crowing is there amongſt you on ſuch Occaſions as 
25 had found much Spoil, or obtained great Privi- 


you gain a Proſelyte, when you get a believing Pa- 
rent to let go, to reject and contemn all that Faith 
in, and Comfort which he once had from the Word 
and Promiſe of God concerning his Children; and 
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es for yourſelves and for ever; eſpecially when | | 
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The Hit roduction. 3 
get him to take up bard Thoughts of his Infants, to 
look on them as Members of Satan's, and not of 
Chriſt's Kingdom; yea, to take up hard Thoughts of 
our Bleſſed Lord himſelf, as if he would not endure 
the Infants of his People to come near him in the 
Church, or have any Relation to him as Lambs of the 
Flock to the great Shepherd. Such rejoicing is not 
good; but when Men have ſet up a Calf, will 
dance about it. | ; 
Let none decline the Evidence of Truth, by the 
wonted Evaſions of the Inviſible Church. The Caſe of 
Tefants is a Secret, &c. For the Church conſidered as 
Inviſible, hath neither Ordinances nor Officers to ad- 
miniſter them; the Church in Abraham's Family, that 
of the Jetus, that of Rome, and the reſt of the Churches 
to whom Paul wrote his Epiſtles, the Seven Churches 
of Ala, &c. were viſible Churches. Tis the Church 
as Viſible, that is the Pillar and Ground of the Truth, 
and Subject of Ordinances. Neither is the Caſe of In- 
fants a Secret, any more than the Cafe of their Parents 
is ſo. There are (as I ſhall ſhew) Multitudes of Texts 
in which God's Will concerning them, is as plainly 
revealed, as tis concerning their Parents: Secret Things 
belong to the Lord our God, but thoſe Things which are 


revealed, belong to us and to our Children for ever, Deut. | 


29. 29. TS. 4s | 
If any think it an indifferent Thing, whether the 
Infants of Believers are owned to be of the Number 
of God's People, within his Covenant, Church and 
Kingdom or not; an indifferent Matter whether they 
are Baptized or not; and from ſuch indifferent Thoughts, 
blame thoſe that ſhall pleg@*their Cauſe, as if they 
medled without Cauſe ; Then I would anſwer ſuch in 
25 Words of Dr. Tho. Goodwin, who ſpeaking of In- 
ants Baptiſm, faith, 
The Vindication of this great Truth, doth deſerve 
and challenge the choiceſt Abilities of the Divines 
2 | B 2 


« of 


4 | The Traduction. 
* of this Age— And it will ſurely be rewarded by 


*« Chrift at e latter Day, as a Work of more than 
* ordinary Charity,” to have pleaded: and maintained 


= the Right of theſe poor Members of his, who want 


© a Tongue to ſpeak for themſelves. 
In a 13 half the Church of God, We thick 
«© The Pureſt Part of it, Elect Infants, Dye (as 
60 _ nigh half => reft of Mankind) in their Bud 
** and Infancy, and grow not up to partake of the 
% Dews and luflueneg of any ther outward Ordi- 
* nance ; and were they deprived of this, ſhould go 
« out of this World (into which God only ſent em 
< to receive that, which ſhould make *em meet for the 
© common Inheritance of the Saints) without any 
„ outward owning them, or viſible Way of Bleſſing 
c from him, that hath bleſſed them and us with his 
te choiceſt Heavenly Bleſſings in Chriſt. Yea, and 
e the other half of thoſe that grow up to Glorify God 
in their riper Years; whereof, many are alſo Holy, 
« even from the Womb: Theſe alſo ſhould, during 
« their Years' of Non-age, want an outward Badge, 
e and any outward Acknowledgment of what they 
et are, even Fellow-heirs of the Kingdom with their 
“ Brethren ; which even in the Infancy of the World 
« jtfelt," whilſt all were under Tutors and Gover- 
<« nors, was their Privilege. To clear therefore now 
« Eyidences, and ſet right their Title to this Ki 
dom, and to ſhew forth a Writ and Warrant 
«their Enſtallment and Admiſſion into it, by 4 
« tiſm, is an Act of the greateſt Juſtice, as of Cha- 
$6 rity. Dr. Goodwin's Epiſtle Nase Mr. Jobn Cot- 
tou's Book of Infant-Baptiſm. . 
in che enſuing Treatiſe, Hate Texts are cited 
without writing the Words at length, for which T 
ſhall here account, 
In Pleading and Vindicating the Infants Right, I | 
2 as beſt; not only to inſiſt on the Force of par- 
ticulatr 
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ticular Texts (which when I do, the Words are uſu- 
ally written) but alſo to ſhew how abundantly rhe 
Scriptures run this way : That ſo, from the, whole 
Stream and harmonious Senſe and Meaning of Scrip- 
ture, there might be a concurrent Strength muſtered 
up for the Truth; Having through Grace, by gaod 

xperience found; that any particular Truth of aur 
Chriſtian Religion, is beſt made out and clear'd, by lay- 
ing together the ſeveral Texts that treat of it. For 
ſo we have the whole Drift of Scripture in that parti- 
= cular: The Texts giving light one to another, ſhew 


the intent and meaning of the Holy Ghoſt in them. 


But to write the Words at length under every head, 
Where there are many Texts together, would make 
ſuch long breakings off betwixt the heads, that the 
Scope and Dependance of one thing on another 
would not ſo eaſily be perceived, and ſo the force of 
the Arguments would be much abated. 

Alſo, twould have taken up much room, and made 
the Book too big for its deſigned End, or elſe have 
forc'd me: to have only pick'd here and there a Text, 
which would have ſpoil'd my Deſign of ſhewing the 
Current and Drift of Scripture; without which, I 
ſiee not how this, or any other Truth of the Goſpel, 
can be fully clear d and made out, to the Conviction 
or Silencing of its Oppoſers; for whoſe Sakes, tis 
neceſſary to have the Proofs at hand, cited under each 
particular Head: And as to others, they may doubt, 
one in one thing, another in another, Sc. Each (if 
he pleaſe) may read and compare the Texts where he 
doubteth, without reading them where he is alread 
eſtabliſhed in the Truth of what is ſaid. PS 
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S clear and plain from the whole Current bf 
Scripture, that in all Ages of the Church, what 
ever Covenant of God any Man was under, his 

Seed were together with himſelf included and com- 
prehended, in, or under the fame Covenant. As 
for Inftance, 

Twas thus in the Covenant of Works made with 
Adam before the Fall. Rom. 5 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 
19. 1 Cor. 15. 21, 22. 

And thus *twas in the Covenant. God made with 
Noah. Gen. 6. 8, 18, and 9. 1, 8, 9. 

Thus it was in the Covenant be made with ra. 


Thus *twas in the Covenant he made With Ms de 
Tribe of Levi. Mal. 2. 4, 5, 6. with Deut. 18. I, 2, 


Thus twas in the Covenant he made with Pine bas. 
Numb. 25. 10, 11, 12, 13. 1 Chron. 23. 13 

Thus twas in the Covenant he made with David 
2 Sam. 7. 11 to the end, and 23. f. 1 Chron. 17. 10. 
to the end. Zech. 12. 10, 12. 2 Chron. 21. 


Thus *twas in the Covenant he made with bis People, 
| even 
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even all Trael, when they came up out of Egypt. Exod. 
34. 23, 27. Dent. 4. 9, 10, 40. and 6. 1, to 11. 
* And thus *twas too, when God renew'd his Cove- 
” nant with Abrabam to the whole Church of Hyael, 
both Iſraelites and Strangers or Proſelytes, juſt before 
[ their entring into Canaan; Deut. 29. 1, 10, 11, 12, 
13. 14, 15. | | 
| [ > bus f ſee, whether God makes a Covenant with 


re © u ©, 


2 Man, ora Family, or a Tribe, or the whole Church, 
* {till the Children are included in the ſame Covenant, 
and in the Promiſes and Privileges thereof. | 
« } If any deny this, let *em ſhew from the Word of 
> God, that ever he made, or promis d to make, any 
Covenant with any Man, Family, Tribe or Church, 
with an Excluſion of their Children, from it and its 
1 j Privileges, until after grown up, they by their own 
> perſonal Act reject, either the Grace or Duties of the 
Covenant. See Pſal. 103. 17, 18. Deut. 7. 6, 9, 12. 
I Chron. 28. 9. Pſal. 25. 10, 12, 13, 14. 
If any are diſpos'd to quarrel with the Doctrine 
taught in theſe and the like Scriptures, they are al- 
ready anfwered by the Apoſtle; to whoſe Anſwer 
cherefore I refer them, in Rom. 3. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 
& 11, 20, 21, 22, 33, 36. | | 
| And as the Children are comprehended in the Pa- 
rents Covenant, ſo alſo the Children of God's Peo- 
ple and Viſible Church, were together with their Pa- 
rents Church Members; and that from the Womb, 
= were born within the Viſible Church of God. 
or, 

Firſt, Such Promiſes are made to the Children, the 
Offspring of God's People, as none without the Vi- 
ſible Church, have Right to. | 
* Secondly, The Lord challengeth ſuch Children as 
Lis own Children, as his Heritage, as Born to bim, as 
his from the Womb, as Born by bim from the Belly, as 
Carried by bim from the Womb, even to Old Age, &c. 

” B 42 — 
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8 The Infants Cauſe Pleaded. | 
P/al: 127. 3. Joel 2. 16, 17. Ezek. 16. 20, 21. Ia. 46. 


3, 4. 7 44. 2, 3, 4, 21, 22, 23, 24. Pſal. 71.6. 
Thirdly, Some af theſe Children were Nazarites 


to God from the Womb, but none could be Nazarites © 


to God out of the Viſible Church, Judg. 13, 5, 7.1 Sam. 


1. 11. Lutte 1. 13. Numb. 6. 2, 3, 5, 8. Her Nazarites | 


were purer than Snow, and whiter than Milk, Lam. 4.7. 
_ Fourthly, Some of theſe Children, had a Right to 
the Office of Prieſthood from the Womb, which Of- 
fice, none out of the Viſible Church could have Right 
to; for the Prieſthood was an Office in the Church: 
Yet, as the Rule and double Portion, ſo the Prieſthood 
was the Birth- right of all the Firſt-Born Males; and 
this before, and until the Levitical Law. And when 
the whole Tribe of Levi, (which included the Houſe 
of Aaron) was taken to be the Lord's, to be the ordi- 
nary and ſtanding Officers in the Church, inſtead of 
all the Firſt-Born that were Males ; They were numbred, 
from a Month Old and upwards, even all the Mates. 
Therefore, Infants were Members of the Viſible 
Church, both before, and under the Levitical Law, 
when the ordinary and ſtanding Offices of the Church 
were, but otherwiſe could not have been Hereditary, 
Cen 2. 31, 32, 33. Heb. 12. 16. Exod. 24. 5. Numb. 
3-11, 12, 15, 39, 40, 41, to 46. and 8. 14, 15, 16. 
Luke. 2. 22, 23. 2 Chron. 31. 16, 18. 

Fifthly, The LID Current of Scripture ſpeaking 
of Church Members, and their Pr = and Duties 
as ſuch, ſheweth, is 

1/t, That the Members of the Viſible Church were 
of two Sorts, thoſe Born within, and Strangers Proſe- 
lited to the Church, . 2 12, 2 0 27. Exod. 

1 


Tor. 8. 33, 35+ Numb. t5: 14, 


22 15. 4: Rom, . 17, 24. 
' 2dly. That thoſe 1 Akin the Church, were the 
Natural Seed of ſuch as were in the Church ; the Na- 


- tural 
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6. Þ tural Seed, both of Abrabam and of Proſelytes ſuc- 
a cæſſiwely in their Generations, till any of 'em, by or 
£5 for their own actual Sin were cut off. See the Texts 
flaſt cited. 
n. zaly, That the Natural Branches, Born within the 
es Church, were the principal part of it to whom the 
7: Church Privileges did firſtly belong; the Proſelytes 
0 Rbcing brought into their Privileges, not they into 
f- the Proſelytes, Ja. 14. 1. and 56, 6, 8. Rom. 11, 16, 
it 1, 18. _ 12. 48. Ezek. 47. 27. Epb. 2. 12, 13, 
31 ; 19, and 3 
d 3 athly, 2 the Holy Scripture obſerveth this Di- 
f ſtinction of Members of the Viſible Church into theſe 
n two Sorts, both before and after, as well as under the 


e evitical Law ; before and ſince, as well as when the 
i- Church was National z and therefore *twas not pe- 
f culiar to the Levitical Law and National State, to have 


1, "the Viſible Church made up of-theſe two Sorts of Mem- 

Per, Natural and Ingrafted; ſuch that were Born 
e within, and ſuch that were Proſelyted to the Church. 
„ Me. 17. 7, 12, 13,22, 27. Exod. 12. 48, 49. Numb. 9. 


9 4 Joſ. 8. 33, 38. Numb. 15.14, 154 16, 26, 29, 30. 
„ EEzek. 47. 22, 23. Eſtber 9. 27. Atts 2. 39. Gal. 2. 
. 5. 1 Cor. 7. 14. Rom. 11. 17, 24. 

, And when Perſons that were, or ſhould be Fathers, 


Were caſt out or received into the Covenant of Pro- 
g miſe and Viſible, Church, 'twas not as ſingle Perſons, 
Su as Heads and Fathers of a Seed and Houſhold. 
al. 1. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. | 
When Cain was caft out, his Seed and Poſterity were 
aſt out with him. See the like in Canaan, 1/hmaed, 
Eſau, the Ten Tribes, the Branches broken off. Rom. 
11. In all which, Inſtances, their Seed and Poſterity 
ent out with them. 
On the contrary, when any from the Heathen Pro- 


e ſelyted, and were received into the Covenant and Vi- 
- Flible Church, as firſt fruits of us Gentiles, their Seed 


10 The Tnfants Cauſe Pleaded. 
were Teceiv*d together with them, and were Circum- | 
eiſed as well as the Father. Nay he might not keep 
the Paſſover himſelf (to which our Lord's-Supper %p 
anſwers, 1 Cor. 5. 7, 8. as their Circumciſion is an- 1 
ſwered in our Baptiſm, Col. 2. 11, 12. Gal. 3. 27, 28.) 
will all his Males were Circumciſed. Exod. 12. 48, 49, 
50. compar'd with As 16. 15. Gen. 17. 10, 11, 14. 
From the whole it's clear, that ſome are receiv'd into 
the Covenant and Church on their own actual Faith; 
and others, viz. Infants, are in through their Parents . 
Faith. 
Now to deny, that Infants are in the Covenant of 
Grace by their Parents Faith, and then ſay (as many 
Ao) they are uncapable of Faith, and fo of entring 
into Covenant in their own Perſons ; is to exclude *em 
from the Covenant of Grace, and from the Means of . 
Entrance into it; and ſo conſequently from Salvation, fi 
unleſs happily, they can find out ſome New and Un- 
E&riptural Way of entring into Covenant, or of being 
ſaved out of Covenant. 
The Spiritual Privileges of Believers Infants, to- 
gether with their Parents Belief thereof, is clearly - 
held forth by, and ſignified in the Proper Names which 
the Godly Fathers gave to many of their Infants. 1 
Mall inſtance in a few, out of many of thoſe Names, . 
28 find em Written and Interpreted in that Work, 
Intituled, I Brief Table f the Interpretation of th. 
Proper Names, &c. which is often placed at the end of 
our Old large Bibles, Liz. i 
Obadiab, a Servant of the Lord, 1 Kings 18. 3. Obad. © 
1. 1. Bathſbua, the Daughter of Salvation, 1 Chr. 3. 3. 
Abiet, my Father is God, 1 Sam q 1. Eliab, my God 
the Father, Numb. 26. 8. Ehatha, thou art my God, 
1 Chron 25, 4. Elidad, the Beloved of God, Num. 34. We 
21. Elibu, He is my God, Fob 32. 2. Eliſba, my God be 
ſaveth, 1 King. 19. 16. Ehſbaphat, my God judgeth, 
2 Chron,23. 1. Eluzai, God my Strength, 1 —_ ih 5 F 
3 eliab, 


wa Uh 
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22eltrb, near the Lord, 2 Chron. 34. 8B. Henoth,Taught 


ep br Dedicate; Cen. 5. 18; 22. Harim, Dedicateito God, 
ber "By Chron. 24. 8. Heltiab, the Portion of the Lord; 2 King. 
in- x8: 18. Jer. 1. 1. Jabebel, Hope in God, or beginning 


Kings 14. 2. Ittiel, God with me, Neb. 11. 7. Jexreel, 
4. the Seed of God, Fof. v5. 56. Malchiel,” God is my 
to King, Gen. 46. 17. Caſelubim, as pardoned, Gen. 10. 

4. Mea, Salvation. 1 Cbrom. 2. 42. Zacbui, pure, 
Exra 2. . Zadok, juſtified or juſt, 2 Sam. 8. 17. Jaſber, 
Righteous; 7% 10. 13. Naariab, a Child of the Lord, 
Chr. 3. 22. Ablleel,, a Servant of God, Jer. 36. 26. 


8.) e 46! 14. Jehoadan, the Lord's Pleaſure, 


ny To deny, that the Children of the Godly were of 
ng the Number of God's People, within his Covenant, 
m Church and Kingdom, or to ſay they enjoy'd only car- 
of pal Privileges, is in effect to ſay, the Holy Fathers 
N, lid but mock and deceive their Children, in impoſing 
'n- n chem Names that ſignified the choiceſt Spiritual 


Privileges, | that can be enjoy'd in this Life by any, 
Whethet_Adult or Infant. © -: REBT 
to- It's alſo very obſerveable, that as throughout the 


rly Bible, the Promiſcs run to Believers and their Seed: 
ich "$6 the Threatnings againſt the Wicked, and thoſe 

but of. Covenant, run to them and their Seed, Mal. 
es, g. 1, 2, 3,4; 5, Exod. 20. g. Exod. 34. 7. Jer. 38.18. 
— fal. 37. 264 28. As the Seedt of che one is Holy, fo 


he Seed off the other are unboꝶy. 1 Car. 7. 14. 
c 1 AL o AED 01 a 14 Kin * 1 . 


1 
* OD. A 
OQ 2 


-4 


SEO HA P. U. 


; ls Chapter containeth- 4 Table of Scrip- 
od tus, ſhewing what Promiſes and Privileges 
xd, Mhe'Lordthath been graciouſly pleaſed to grant to the 


4. Weeds, Buds, and Offspring of his People as ſuch, both 

before and fince Chriſt's coming in the Fleſh. And from 
the concurrent harmonious Senſe and Meaning of theſe 
Scriptures, it's plain, Bleſſed be God, that the oo 
N - n 


12 The Infants Conſe Plaaded. 
dren of Believers, as ſuch, were in the Lord's Cove. Mo 
nant, and Church - Members with their Parents, fronor 
Adam to Moſes, and from Moſes till the coming o 
* Chriſt ; and that they were, are, and ſhall be ſo, from 
che coming of Chriſt all the end af the World. Fir De. 


Book: Ch. ver. | Book. Ch. Ver. 
Mal. 2. 15. 1 30. 19, 20. 


Gen. 6. 1, 2, 3, 4, 18. 31. 11, 12, 13. 
Ne. Job. 8. 35. * 
15. 5, 6. 2 Sam. 7. 24. 1 
2 2%, 9% 2 King. 13. 3. 
1683. 19. p Chro.16, 13, 14. 16,10 
. a N. 4-with 4857.8 | 1, * 
2 193. 2 Chro. 20. 4. 6, 5. 13. 
Exad. 12. 48,49. 50 [Ezra 9. 2. | 
La. 56. 6, 77 8. | 8 8. 2 ' * 
Exe. 47. 22 | 22. 9. 10, 30, 3 
Aſa. 49. 22. 33˙ 122 
Numb. 18. 13, 14, 13,16. 37. % 26. . 4 
Mumb. 9. 14. 45. 10. 
Zxod. 18. 2. | 1 69. 35 36. eo ot 
e 6. 716 % 8. 
34. 23. % „„ e 11177 ue, 3, 4.5, 6, 
Levit 25. 4 2: 542 5 0: en, r e 
With Pſal. Eiben 90. 16. g 


| 26. 9⁵ — * 45. 1 2 1 eee e ; 5 7 
Daut. | 4. 8, 9, 10, 31, 37. 103. 6, 77 8 100 5 


Win - —-. III. 5, 9. 
5. 29. e . 
12 8 7, 8 95 2 215. 125 13, 145 14 4 : 
2231113 T6; 20; Oe. « 127. 3, 4. 5. 
f 10. 15 2 n 4 ies F. x 
3520; 147. 13, 19, 20. 3 
12. 25, 28. 148. 12, 13, 14. 


29. 10, 11, 12, 9 20. 7111 ; 
| * $9. | | | Pro 
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ok. Chap: Ver. Book. Chap. Ver. 
om. 22. 6. ad 2 Cor. 1. 20. 
ob. 6. 4. Rem. 13. 4, 8, 10. 
onBfelm 34. 11. Ta 11. 28, 29. 
r... 6. 7 Jabs 10. 35. 
ab 22. 24. | 18 3 119. 89, 90. 95 
209. 22, 23, 24. |Pſal. 111. 8, 9. „ = 
„ Matth. 18. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
40. i. 10, 14, 
44. 1, 2, 3, 4, 21, Mark 9: 36, 27< 
i 22, 23, 24. [Luke I. 13, 41, 44,80, 
45 719 54» 55» 72, 73+ 
46. 3, 4. "| Metth. 19. 13, 14, 15. 
* ' 59. 20,2, [Mark 10. 13144546 
56. 2,8, 9. [Late 18. 15, 16, 17. 
= 5 8, 95 235 24. | 19. 9. 
66. 22. Ans 2. 38, 39. | 
LIN 2 | 3. 13,25, 26. 3 
38 9510, 19, 20, 13. 32, 33. 
22. | 15. 10. 
31. 0573436 1 
n 16: 15, 31, 33 
32. 38, 39, 40. „46 
16. 20, 21, Nom. 3. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
| dh pony | 4. N 
2. 15, 16, 17. I 
7. 18, 19, 20 8 16, I7, 18. 
8. 3% 52 8. 3 2. 19. 0 
10. 7, 8, 9. EY 3- 6. 
1. 1, 2, 3, 4,5. JI Cor. 10. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
i Gal. 3. 7.8, 9, 13,14. 
9 31. 1,2, 3, 7,9. 15,17, 18, 29. 
wm 90. Eph. 2. 11, Sc. to 
1 51. 1, 2, 4. J] ver. v. of Ch. 
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iu 41 om. 78075 215 24. 


T 


. 6. 12. bo 18, JIGa. Ya 
Reed. 32. 13. let. 16. 20, ar. ...- 
Heut. 19. 5,2 . 4. 22. 4. 
Heb. 1%, 32, 13. wok: 47+ 2% .00 | 
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The Script —_ 8 di 
Way wy Prophecy eke foreſhew, that t. tt 


= of the Lord's People, both Jews. Sad Ge: FÞ 
5 5 the New Teen, ſnould have, and er ff 

fame Grant and Privileges of Covenant Int: Fe 
lt 120 Church-Memberſhip, as the Seed; of | e 
People as ſuch, had, and en oy'd before Chriſt's Con #® 
ing; ; and Who ſhall — what God hath granted 1 


Or give the * Lye to fo oy Texts, of * 9 e 


: Gen. , Its 3:5 * $ Zech. 10. » 7a 8,9. 


A, 3. 25 4 el 103. 26, 27728. vi N 
La. « 49: 4 25: oF b.1. 1151 a 
er... 50 Ea 20. a 1 


a SEP Gen. ? 17. 1 85 
Jer. i Y."4 ( 1 


1 the "0 fore-gings be duly conſider 
becduſethoſ » who differ, cannot but acknowledge; ti 
many. of them ſpeak of the New Covenant, the 0 
venant. d Grace, as to be diſpenſed under the N 
Teſtament ; and in them, the Children, the Offspri 
are plainly expreſſed 
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Thirdly, The Goſpel-offer to both Jews and Gen- 
Wriles, was Made and Preached to, Houſes, as ſuch, 
both by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; which was accordi 
fro Abraham's Covenant, and to the former 2282 
gonverting and receiving Proſelytes: See theſe Texts. 
ook. Ch. Ver. Book. Ch. Ver. | 

ate 10. 1, 5. Leite 19. 9. 

, 10. 36, 37. 1 [AA, 11. 14. 1 — 
Hels 2. 39. | 16. 31. 

$ J 

di 5 Fourthly, The Truth pleaded for, is alſo clear by 
th he Event, which anſwers to the Promiſe ; for as the 
3e. Poſpel was Preached to Houſes, as ſuch, ſo it took 
_ in, and ſpread itſelf through whole Howe : 
> and compare the following Texts. 


ö 
3 


A 


k. Ch. Ver. | Book. Ch. Ver. 
4. 53. 1 Cor. 1. 16. 
19. 9. | 16. 19. 
16. 14915931 33+ Col. 4. 1 
18. 8. Philem. "Fr | 
16. 3.5, 40, 1. Eph. ' 1 1. with Ch. 6. 
40. Cor. 7. 14. 2 John E 


5,2 ' From whence *tis clear, that the Apoſtles preached 
" > Houſes, diſcipled Houſes, and Baptized Houſes, 
wil cording to Cen. 1; Exod. 12. 48, 49 Ezek. 47- 
1.1 . and to the whole Current of Scripture. - 

x Fifthly, Texts that prove Infants are capable of, and 
t ſome have in em the Seeds and Principles of 
3 race, Faith and Holineſs. Compare the Scriptures. 


pok. Ch. Ver. Book. Ch. Ver. 
30. 6. [1 Sam. 1. ae 
I. 15, 41, 44... 2. 11, 18. 19. 
/ 12. 3. Ja. 39. 2112 
in 8. 2. ; lan ol 
Watt. 21, 16. 1— 46. Ee 
alm 22. 9, 10. 6. 23. 


71. 5» 6, 17. Dl, 2. 14. * 
1 | "Mat 


16 The Efeu Cauſe Pleadet.: 


Book. Ch. Ver. © © [Book. Ch. Ver. 
Ma. 18. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. | Eph. 6. 1, 4. 
Mark g. 36, 42. £6 
Rom. 11. 16. Iſa. £4..13. 
1 Cor. 7. 14. 1 44. 1,2, 3, 4, 24. 
. Ts ; | Fer. 1. 5 | 
CHAP. III. 
Object. M E are now, fince Chriſt Coming, un. 


der the New Covenant, the Old Co- 
venant is $vaniſh'd away, &c. Heb. 8. 13. 

* Anſwer. This hurts not our Infants in the leaſt, 
becauſe they are, together with their Parents, in the 
New Covenant, as adminiſter'd ſince Chriſt's Com- 
ing, as much every Way, as Infants were-in Covenant 
with their Parents before. Bebold, I will lift up mine 
Hand to the Gentiles, and they ſhall bring thy Sons in their 
Arms; and thy Daughters ſhall be carried on 1 heir Shoul- 
ders And I ' will ſave thy Children. Iſa. 49. 22, 


26. For they are the Seed of the Bleſſed of the Lord, and | 


their Offspring with them, I/. 65. 23. For as the new 
Heavens and n:w Earth — fo ſball your Seed and your 


Name remain. Iſa. 66. 22. F will make an everlaſting | 


Covenant with em, and their Sced ſhall be known among 
the Gentiles, and their Offspring among the People; all 
thut ſee them, ſhall actnot ſedge them, that hows are the 
Seed-which the Lord hath Bleſſed. Iſa. 6 1. 1, 8,9. They 
Hall ſerve the Lord their God, and David (i. e. Chriſt) 
their. Ring, whom T will raiſe up to them, their 7 5 
4 o ſba be as ofore-time. Jer. 30. 9, 20. with Gal. 4 

At the ſame Time ſaith the Lord, wilt I be the God * 
all the Fami ies of Iſrael, and they ſhall be my People, Jer. 
81. I, 34- Iwill give them one Heart and one May, that 
they may fear me for ever, for the good of them > ond of 
-_ — after them. Jer. 32. 38, 39, 40. Aud 


David 
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David (i. e. Chriſt). my Servant ſhall be King over them, 

m— even they and their Children, and their Childrens 
Children for ever, and my Servant David (i. e. Chriſt) 
Hall be their Prince for ever: Moreover, I will make a 
Covenant of Peace with them, it ſhall be an everlaſting 
Covenant, and I will place them, and will multiply them, 
and will ſet my Sanctuary in the midſt of them for ever- 
more : =—— and I will be their God, and they ſhall be 
my People, Sc. Ezek. 37. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. The Pro- 
miſe is to you and to your Children, Acts 2. 39. 

If God makes no Covenant with any Man, Family, 
Tribe or Church, but he comprehends the Children 
with the Parents in it, (as hath been proved) then it's 
to no purpoſe to plead that we are under this or that 
Covenant. 

When we read of the Old and New Covenant, we 
are not to think that by the firſt is meant the Books 
of Scripture written before Chriſt's coming, and by 
the -latter the Books written fince. Chriſt did not 
aboliſh the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, though 
he did the Levitical Law and Prieſthood contained in 
them, Heb. 12. 27. telleth us, there were ſome things 
that might be ſhaken, and that theſe were removed; and 
that there were other things which could not be haken, 
and that theſe remain. 2 Cor. 3. 11. telleth us of /ome- 
thing. done away, and of ſomething which remaineth. . 

No God's Covenant, Gen. 12. 3. and-15. 5, 6. and 
17. 7, 9, 10. with Abraham and his Seed, comprehend- 
ing the Infant Seed in their Generations, was not, 
could not be ſhaken, removed or taken away, but re- 
maineth ſtill, and is the Covenant of Grace or New 
Covenant. For, 

Firſt, It is called an everlaſting Covenant through 
both Old and New Teſtaments, (ſee the Scriptures be- 
low in the Third Head) and is never ſaid to be Old, 


Faulty, or Taken away. 
GC © Srondly, 


9 
* % * > 7 
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3 Te was founded on pure  Gr:ce 'withont 
„ Rom. 4. 1, 2, 2, \ ta, 15, 16, derer 
*tis'the Covenant of Gn ? ? 
' Thirdly, The Covenant of God with Abraham a8 
running from Parents to Children is confirn'd” 
by the Oath of God and Death of Chrift, for an eyer- 
laſting Covenant; And ſo is our Goſpel or | 
a * Heb. 12. 27. The Faith onee dliored s the | 
nts. | 
1, It's confirmed by Oath, (as theſe Scriptures 
ſhew) and therefore it is the Covenant of Grace apd 
unchangeable. 


S, r,, 2 AR Oo oo —  — 
2 


Bock Ch. Ver. Book Ch. Ver. 

ii er,, ene ern 

Deut. 7. 0, 7, 8, 9. 1 13, to 18. 

1 Cho. 16. 13. to 18. f Exed. 32. 13. 

Micab 7. 10 19, 20. Das. 2 25 52 13. 

FPſalm. io 6. 8 11. uy | 
2dly, It's confirm'd by 2 the Minit, Meſſen- 

ger, and uy of the Covenant. See, the Texts 
in | 

Book Ch. Ver. k Ch. Ver. 

Rom. 15. 8, 9. Lutte 1. 5555769, toy. 

Mat. 3. 1. eb. ' 8 with 10. ver. 

Daniel 9. 27. 13. 20 with Wh 17. 

2 Cr. 1. 20. 


| | 2 28 16, 17. (7. 
From theſe "NEWIG, compar'd, it's evident that 
*tis one and the fame Covenant that is confirm'd by 
God's Oath, and by Chrift: Therefore, 

Fourthly, The Coat: that Chriſt confirm'd by 
is Blood, was the Covenant of Grace ; but the Cove- 
nant that Chriſt confirm*d by his Blood, was the Yery 
ſame Covenant that God had N confirm'd by his 
Oath, and that was the Covenant of Gd with „2 
Bam, Gal. 3. 17. "Therefore the Covenant of God 
with Abraham, was the Covenant of Grace or New 


Covenant. 
Fifthly, 


AF 
af 
7. 
7. 
it 
74 
7 
y 
's 
b 
d 
* 


5 5, The Covenatit of God with Abraham, Gen. 
T7. 7, Gc.: is the Covenant of Grace or New Cove- 
nun; for thoſe Words [ind 10 thy Sgel] which are 
the very Words of this Covenant, Gen. 17. 7. are ap- 
plied to Chriſt Myſtical, the Church of Chriſt, Gul. 
N. 6 a 
Sit by, This Covenant was the Covenant of Grace 
or New Cboenunt: for Circumciſion, the Token and 
Seal of it, Vun. 1), 9, 11. was both a Sign of the Ur. 
cunmtifion of the Heart, Dent. 10. 15, 16. and 30. 6. Rom. 
2. 28, 29. Eztk. 44. 9. Jer. 4. 4. And @ Seal of the 
Righteouſhteſs of Faith, Rom. 4. 11. A Seal of that 
alneſs which is imputed to Believers, as is 
Gear from che latter part of the Verſe : And thefe 
two Things that Circumciſion was a Sign and Seal of, 
are two great Bleflings of the Covenant of Grace. 
' Svventhly, The Covenant of God with Abraham is 
revived, confirm'd and preach'd in the New Teſta- 
mnt to both Jews and Gentiles, and that, both by 
Chriſt Hinifelf and by his Apoſtles, (as I Thall Thew 
Hereaſter) therefore tis che Covenant of Grace or New 
och | 
_  Eightbly, The Bleſſings promis'd in this Covenant, 
do evince it to be the Covenant of Grace or New 
Covenant. I ſhall inſtance in Five of the principal 
ones, viz, Chriſt Jeſus the Saviour and Salvation by 
im, the Holy Spirit the Sanctifier and Sanctification, 
the Pardon of Sin, the Reſurrection of the Body, and 
Heaven itfelf; all theſe were promis'd in God's Cove- 
nant wich Abraham: Although perhaps, not all ex- 
preſly and particularly named, yet were all implied 
and included in that Covenant. Thoſe Words recorded, 
"Gem $5. 7. are ſo Great, Full and Comprehenfive, that 
the after and particular Promiſes through the Old and 
New Teſtutnents de but Open, Explain, and Revive 
em to us. en 2 
21 „ Nene na LL AN it, God's 
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1ſt, God's ſending his on Son into the World to 
be a Saviour and Deliverer of his People : and their 
Salvation and Redemption by him, was his performing 
what he had ſaid to Abraham and his Seed for ever ; 
was the Mercy fromis'd in, *twas remembring of bis 
holy Covenant, his Oath to Abraham, &c. Luke 1. 545 
£55, 68 to 73. Ads 13. 32, 33. 
2dly, Ihe Holy Spirit the SanRifier nd Santlifica- 
cation, was promis'd in God's Covenant with Abraham, 
Gal. 3. 14. Af52. 38, 39, with 3 Chap. 25. ver. Ja. 59. 
21. with Romans 11. 26, 27, 28. Ja. 44. 3. Deut. 30. 
6. Micah 7. 19, 20. Luke 1. 72, 73, 74, 75. \ 
3dly, God's delighting in Mercy, having Compaſſion, 
* — paſſing by, ſubduing and caſting — the Depths 
of the Sea, the Iniguities, Tranſgreſſions and Sins of his 
People ; All this is performing the Truth and Mercy pro- 
miſed and ſworn to the Fathers, to Abraham, &c. in 
this Covenant, Micah 7. 18, 19, 20. Luke 1. 72, 73, 
77, 78. If this is not che Covenant of Grace, the he New 
Covenant that promiſeth all this, pray what is ? When 
the Church of 1/-ae! had fin'd, and tbe. Lord's Wrath 
waxed hot againſt them, then Moſes, the Type of Chriſt, 


making Interceſſion for them, pleaded this Covenant 1 


of the Fathers, and the Lord heard him, and turned from 


his fierce Wrath, Exodus 32. 11, 12, 6d 4s n 


P/al. 106. 45. 
4thly, God's promiſing himſelf, Gen. 1 7. 7. to be a 
God to his People in an Everlaſting Covenant, doth 
imply a Promiſe of the Reſurrection and Eternal Life. 
Gen. 17. 7 r with A. 11. 16. te 20. 3, 
38. All, 26. 6, 7.8. 
5thly, In this 88 3 it af was pro- 
miſed under the Type of Canaan, as is clear by com- 
paring Cen. 17. 7, 8. with Heb: 11. 8, to 17. 
Now that Covenant in which God promiſeth to 
fallen Man Chriſt a Saviour and Salvation by him, 
the Holy Ghoſt the Sanctifier and Sanctification, the 


Pardon 
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Pardon of Sin, the Reſurrection, and Heaven itſelf, 


is the Covenant of Grace, the New Covenant : But 
promiſed in God's Covenant with Abra- 


all theſe were p 
bam; therefore that Covenant is the Covenant of 
Grace, the New Covenant. 

Objeztion, The' Covenant of God with Abraham 
can't ( ſay ſome) be the Covenant of Grace or New 
Covenant, becauſe the Land of Canaan was promiſed 
in that Covenant to Abraham and his Seed for a Poſ- 
ſeſſion ; They fear not to ſay it was therefore a Carnal 
Covenant pr omifing a Carnal Inheritance; Yea, ſome of 
them ſay roundly, though ignorantly enough, that 17 
was the Covenant of Works that God made with Abraham 
and his Seed, Gen. 17. 7, &c. And by which they enjoy'd 
Canaan. 

Anſwer, It was not the Covenant of Works which 
God made with Abraham, Gen. 17. For 1ſt, The Lord 
by the Apoſtle doth expreſly deny that the Promiſe 
was to Abraham or his Seed thr the Law, Rom. 4. 
13. 2dly, Abraham was long before made free from 
the Covenant of Works, and juſtified by Grace thro? 
imputed Righteouſneſs, Gen. 15. 6. Romans 4. 1, 2, 3, 
45 7285. 10, 11. 3dly, The Condition of the Covenant 

orks was perfonal and perfect Obedience there- 
_ but this, neither Abraham nor his Seed (except 
the Holy Jeſus) did or could perform; therefore they 
did not enjoy Canaan by the Covenant of Works. 
4thly, Nee? is this Covenant of God with Abraham, 
Gen. 17. 7, &c. different in Nature from the Covenant 
of God with him in the foregoiag Chapters and 
former part of this Chapter, but rather a further ex- 
plainin and eſtabliſhing of it; for here God doth 
not fa — will make a der denn, much leſs anotber Cove- 
nant, due Tevill efabliſh my Covenant, & c. This Cove- 
nant was neither of Worts nor Carnal (how Carnally 
ſoever ſome think or ſpeak of it) but the Covenant of 
_ the New Covenant. For 
C 3 Nintbhy, In 


fſeelf to be a God to Abrabam-anch his Seed, which, is 


to the heople of God as New —— Sens, |: both. © 
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Nonthly, lo this Covenant, Goch doth promiſe him- 


the great Eromiſe of the Bible, and doth include un. 
cam-rehend all other Promiſcs: - But doth he gi 
himſelf to any Men ſince the Fall, to bea Sea 
in any Covenant, except the Coyonant;of Grace, thro 
A Mediator? And God's being 4 Gad 0 len 
way of Covenant, and for him to take them 4% be 
People to himſclf is the. greateſt, yea, tis the — 
Subſtance of all Spiritual Bleſſings: Aud ſurely, there 
is infinitely. more in the Promiſe of God Himſelf, to 
denominate it 4. Cavenans of Grate, than; there cam be 
in the Promiſe of Canaun. eee din | 
Framiſe on Copenant:,.. 1.130) 

2dly, The Obj on "doch ſuppoſe a very en 
__— Error to, "all that hold it, v4», That Temporal 

_ are. not New" Covenant: Blaſings to the: 
od, contrary! to Palm, 51. . g. Noa 2. 

on 9, 29, 21, 427, 236 4 Un. 4, h. ROW g. 38. b Caf 
3. Mu. b. 3 by. 34 330 Lſa G te 2ñj. From 
theſe, Texts (to omit others) it's im ang, clear tha; 
Temporal good Things were and are promis d and given 


before and ſince Chxiſt's coming in the Flelh:; Ie the 
Covenant, and Fromiſes thereof in theſe Texts there: | 
fore Carnal 2'Or oer, And not of; Free Grace ?: | 
1 ſeeing: aw ether. Lemporal gegd Things were 
promiſed and given, then why; npt be. Land of 
aan alſo? Why do Mer fangy another and diſtinct 
Covenant, for that ? Baut that; the Hromiſa of Causan 
ir ſelf was a Promiſt cha ac ume zwalſe end. 
os, od iet z 21 Yo wo idetts bns gninis I 
3d We are call ex thak la. lewis det | | 
Arnabpm lend le the, Hein qi H Ui e. of Car: 
naan Was: 40, bim and Toi bis dend through ee 
M Hai Rom: 43: 1. 
. 1 andi ce goal, Things chro, mere 
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ed and given in the very fame Covenant in 
which God promiſed himſelf to be 2 God to Abraham 
and his Seed; in the farne Covenant in which he pro- 
miſed to give @ new Heart, a new Spirit, to take away 
the Heart of Stone, and give an Heart of Fleſh ; to put 
bis Spirit within them, and cleanſe them from their Sin, 
c. Exel. 36. 25 to 36. and 37. 22, to 28. Jer. 32. 
37, to 42. Ezek. 11. 17, 18, 19. Jer. 24. 7, 8. Com- 
pare theſe Scriptures with Gen. 17, 7, 8. and Pſalm 
103. 6, 7, 8, g, 10, 11. But it was the Covenant of 
Grace the New Covenant, that promiſed and gave 
an Intereſt in God as their God, à neto Heart, a new 
Spirit, &c. Therefore it was the Covenant of Grace, 
the New Covenant that promiſed and gave Canaan 
and the good Things thereof for an Inheritance to 
Abrabam and his Seec. | | 
5thly, Canaan was promiſed in God's Covenant 
with Abraham and his Seed not as a Temporal Bleſ- 
ſing only, but alſo as a Type of Heaven. And Hea- 
ven itſelf under that Canaan as a Type of it, was in 
Fthat Covenant promiſed to Abraham and his Seed for 
ever for an ever/aſting. Poſſeſſion. And on that Account 
it's ſaid, God is not aſbamed to be called their God, Heb. 
II. 16. From whence (as well as from the former 
Reaſons) it's proved beyond all Contradiction, that 
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2, Pod's Covenant with. .{brabam and his Sced in Gen. 
io 7. 7, 8, Se. is the Covenant af Grace, becauſe that 
of Heaven, under the Type of Canaan, was both promiſed 
& Mot God and Hooked at by his Peoples Faith in that Cove- 
21 as is clear from Heb. 1 1. 8, to 17. See alſo the 


Third and Fourth Chapters, where their Reſt in Canaan 
ia made a Type of the Goſpel Reſt by Faith: For 
that Covenant of God which promiſeth Heaven to 
Sinful Men for an Everlaſting Poſſeſſion, muſt be of 
rich, free and pure Grace through a Redeemer. So 
that the Promiſ: of Canaan rightly underſtood, is a 
and full Proof for, inſtead of being a real Ob- 

C 4 jection 
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Jeftion againſt Abraham's Covenant being the Cove- 
nant of Grace. And although the People of God do 
not now enjoy the Milk and Honey of the Literal 
Canaan, yet they enjoy the Milk and Honey of the 
Promiſe it ſelf : Viz. That God will be a God to Believers 
and their Seed, and will give them the Heavenly Canaan. | 
And as Heaven is promiſed in Abraham's Covenant, ſo 
"tis called Abraham's Boſom, Luke 16. 22. : 
 Tenthly, The Covenant of God with Abraham, Gen. 

17. 7, Sc. is renewed to the Church of Jrae!, Men 
Women and Children. Deut. 29. 10, 11, 12, 13. Where 
tes ſaid as much and as truly of the little ones as of their 
Parents, that they ſhould paſs into Covenant with the 
Lord their God, and into his Oath which the Lord their 
God made with them that day, that he might eftabliſh | 
them that day for a People to himſelf, and that he might | 
be to them a God——as he had ſworn to their Fathers, 
to Abraham, &c. (compare Heb. 6. 17, 18.) Here we 
fee the Covenant of God to Abraham comprehend 
little ones long after Abraham was dead ; and God"'s 
taking the little ones with their Parents into Covenant 
with himſelf, in after Ages to be a God to them, and for 
them to be his People, is doing what he had fworn to th: 
Fathers, to Abraham, &c. See Deut, 4. 31, 37. [ 
I be Sum of the Covenant in Gen. 17. 7. and here in} 
Deut. 29. is, that God in his Perſons, Attributes, 
Works, Sc. Mill be a God to them, and that! 
they ſhall be his People, or a People to him. 
I his is pure New Covenant Language (as is obſer- 
vable throughout the Bible.) For generally where 
the New Covenant is mentioned, theſe Words of God's 
Covenant with Abraham are repeated as the very Sub- 
ſtance of all: And as Mr. Cotton faith, thoſe Words 


Gen. 17. J. are the Articles of the Covenant of Grace. 
See theſe Scriptures, 


Gen 


[GL 2's). 13 


Book Ch. Ver. 

Cen. 17. 7. 

Deut. 29. 11,12, 13, 29. 

Jer. 32. 38, 39, 40. 

Heb. 8. 10. 

Deut. 7. 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Jer. 30. 9, 10, 19, 20, 
31. 1.33,34˙022. 

2 Sam. 7. 23, 24. 


Jer. 24. 7. 
Eze. 11. 19, 20. 
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| Levis. 26. 


Book Ch. Vow 
Ezek. 14. 11. 
36. 25, — Þ 
37. N 1 to the 32 
2 6. 1 1 
2 


6% I2, 
Rev. 21. 3. 


Hoſ. 2. 23. 
Rom. 9. 25, 26. | 
p Pet. 2. 10. 


This Covenant of Promiſe made to Abraham, Gen. 
17. and renew*d to Jrael, Deut. 29. and ſo often Re- 
peated throughout the Bible: This Covenant was 
made with Abraham 400 Years before the Covenant 
at Horeb was made with all Jrael when they came up 
out of Egypt. And therefore the Covenant · Intereſt, 
Church-Memberſhip, Fc. of Children came not in 
with, nor was peculiar to Horeb's Covenant: Where- 
fore the aboliſhing Horeb's Covenant, neither did nor 
could aboliſh the Covenant-Intereſt, Church Mem- 
berſhip, c. of Children; which were no Levitical In- 
ſtitutions, Ceremonies or Types, any more than the 
Covenant · Intereſt and Church-Memberſhip of Adult 
Perſons were ſo. 

Theſe Two Covenants {that with Alabaw and 
that at Horeb] were in the main Subſtance, (that is, Sal- 
vation by Chriſt) one and the ſame Covenant of Grace, 


As theſe Scriptures ſhew. 
Book Ch. Ver. Book Ch. Ver. 
Exod. 24. 8. | AA, 15. 11. 
34. 6, 7. Hagg. 2. 5. 
Levit. 26. 11, 12. Exod. 19. 5, 6. 
2 Cor. 6. 16. 8 „ F 
Rev. 21. 3. Exod. 20. 6. 


1 Cor. 10. 1, 2, 3, 4 Luke 24. 2b, 27. 


Hieb. = I5, 16. with Ch. | Heb, 9, 5, 17 135 18, 
(4+ 2. 19, 22, 23. 
2228 Yet 
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Yet as to the outward. Adminiſtratia of them, 


4 were to diſtin#t Covenants. See theſe Scriptures. 
Hook. Ch. Ver. 3 Ch. Ver. 


Deut. 5. 2, 3s) . 2 Gal. 3+ $1417.36, 
229, 1,1051213. 4. 2 247 29. 
Levit. 26. @, 45» 46. Heb. 7. S 6, 11, 12, 
John 7. 22) 7 e 20, 21, 22. 
EE > pb. * * w 
Jer. 31. 31, 32, 33. | 2 2 

1 141. 


As theſe, two Covenants are diſtinguifh'd in the 
Holy Scriptures, ſo the One, viz. Gad's Covenant 
wih Abrabem, was confim U im ant hy Chriſt : And 
the other, viz. The Covenant he made with. jact an 
Hloreb (by which they were made a National Church 
under one High Prieſthoud) was aboliſhed! by Chriſt 

By comparing Meh. G. 1.3, to ng. wih tneſe Texts, 
Ag. 13, 14. Pſalin: og. 638, 95 10. Alrcab 7. 18; 
19. 20. Hab. 7. G. And then again, comparing Hed. 
G. tar and Hab. y. G. with Hebi 7. 35 12, 20, 
an Ibeſe great Fruths will be euident. 

II. That whatever is conſirmꝰd by the Oath of God 
' 8:Juoratable, can't he chang d. 

2dly, That God's Promiſe to Abraham ane tlie 
Prieſthood of Chriſt: after Metobiſedec's: Order, are 
hath. con d by God's Qathit: Therefore Mrabam's 
Covenant and Chriſt's Priefthood, who is the Surety of 
it, are both unchangeablr- and immutable, and indeed 
are both ſaid to he. everlaſting, even by Kim who: 8 
Truth itſelf, Cem 17. 5 Pſalm 110. 44 

3dly, That the Aaronical Prieſthood) being. 11 
wil boum Oatb, might' he and was chagad: And thut 
Prięſt bad being changid there was. made of noceſmiy a 
change of the, Law: But Abraham, as having received 
the Promiſes, was: Bleſſed" by a Prieft of. whoſe Order 
4 cara e Gaar an obe * 

re- 
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teſere there was aNecodley dar che Promijes ſhould: 
— he changed. 

4, That this Qath.of God far Confirmation: of bis 
Promiſe to dbratam,, faul end. all Strife amang/t the: 


EC V2 


„ Mara of Promiſe, againtt the, Truth or Contireinen 
. ereo 

E 21 Apd esta K m on Mcunt.Have's Covenant. (which 
vas added for a Time to the: fromile; that was taken 
away" by Chriſt, called the Old Covenant, becauſe it 


deaaned vased:old,, and was ready to vaniſb aj, Heb. 
38. 13, On the centrary, Gad?s Covenant with Ara 
ham is called, the Netw Covenant, becauſe it never de- 
cayetÞ, '\$axehÞ ud, or vaniſbath away 
That iris the Law or Covenant — Hares A thay 
is made Old, Het: d. 134 Aud fooften ſaid to be Old, 
Laultx, Shalcen, Abaliſhed, Removed and Taken 
away, is dean from PRs Texts (amongſt many: others) 


rere 


2 Book! C. Ver. Book Ch. Ver. N 
Hell.. 7 55 or pr va 32211 18 10. 15 to . t 
ue kal gbter the: and $2. JJ Þ& 19, to 
1 3 98) . 2g . — AA. 


Caution, Where this Cauenant at Horeb is diſtinguiſh'd 
from Arabam S Covenant; and where it is — to wax 

ald, to vuniſh a. to be aboliſfiecl, Sc. We are 
© undlurſtand it (nt of all Things delivered. at Horab. 

but Field. as ro = Q and cue, Power of the 
Law, uus to tit Faithful is tak tn away by Chriſt. 
Seconcllys as to tha Lovitical Prirſthood and all Ty- 
pieal anch Shadbwy Offerings, Sacrifices, Ceremonies, 

Services, and Ordinances thereabout; alb Tabernacle. 
and; Temple Werſhig and Setvice: tha: was peculiarly 
ſuch; fo all theſe wers Rulfillech in, and Aboliſhs. 
erb hy Chriſt, as the Body of tha Shlows. Third- 
ly We ave tb undenſtanct it as is was a Hands 
u , Ondinannes, that was agu us and contrary. 
Ie A and oh Alff it oct; Nook it aut of the May, 
W Cal. at rg. Fourthlx, we are to 


um- 
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underſtand it as it was a Wall of Partition be- 
twixt Jew and Gentile, and ſo it was Broten down 
by Chriſt, Eph. 2. Fifthly, we are to underſtand it 
as it was a burthenſome Service, a Yoke of Bondage 
and fo we are +; via and Deliver d from it t by 
Chriſt, Gal. 5 

But as to Gods Free and Gratious Promiſes to nis 
People, both /raelites and Proſelytes, to be 4 God 1% 
them and to their Seed, and to take em to be a Peopl. 
ta himſelf; (which Promiſes they were to embrace by | 
Faith) And allo as to the Tex Commandments in the 
Hands of Chriſt, to be obſerved as a Rule of Life, | 
although he/e were both written in that Mount Horeb | 
Covenant: Yet as they were not peculiar to it, ſo they 
were not taken away with it but remain till, | 
Things that were not, that could not be ſhaken and removed | 
(as the Levitical Prieſtood and Ceremonial Law was, 
Heb. 12. 27.) but remain the very ſame for Subſtance ' 
now as they were before and under the Levitical Law; 
Theſe never max old and vaniſh away as do the other, | | 
Heb. 1 3. Compare Levit. 26. 11, 12. with 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
Kev. 21. 3. and Exod. 19. 5, 6. with 1 Pet. 2. g. 

What can be plainer from the Word of God than 
this, that God's Promiſes to be a God to his People and 
their Serd, was a wonderful Privilege and Blefling to | 
them. before Chriſt's Coming ? Did our Bleſſed Lord | 
come to repeal and take from his People precious Pro- 

2s and Privileges? No, (God forbid that ſuch a , 

Thought ſhould enter into thoſe that love the Lord | © 
rr in Sincerity.) _ 

P n wha 
Fault, hat was a Yoke of Bondage, what was 4 Wall of | 


* 


Partition, and the -writing, c. that was againſt 
xs and contrary to us. And what did he do with the 
Promiſes that were for us and agreeable to us ? Feſus 
Chriſt was a Miniſter of the Circumcifion for the Truth of 
God, to confirm the Promiſes made to the Fathers, &c. 
oe 29%, Rom. 
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" Wow. 15. 8. All the Promiſes of God in him are Ira, and 
1 him Amen, to the. Glory of God, 2 Cor. 1. 20. 
The contrary Opinion gives to Moſes the Servant 
i ſhe Pre-eminency above Chriſt the Son in this Reſpect: 
or under Moſes, Believers and their Seed with them, 
ere in the Church, in the Covenant, and partook of the 
Ten thereof: All which it denies as to Children now 
Snce Chriſt's Coming and Sufferings. Which is as 
b Ruch as to ſay, thet Moſes allowed and continued to 
c She People of God, more extenſfve, and comfortable 
6 Promiſes and Privileges than Chriſt himſelf ; Yea, that 
© Chriſt took away one of the beſt and choiceſt Bleſſings 
re nd Privileges that they had before under Moſes ; but 
certainly it is not ſo, for Chriſt mult in all Things bave 
Ng ehe Pre-eminency; To whom be Glory for evermore. 

ved i By what hath been already faid it is (I hope) ap- 
arent, that Chriſt when he came (did not take a- 
Sway any, but) did confirm and continue to his People 
all the Promiſes and Privileges to them and to their 
Seed, which the People of God as ſuch, both 1/raelites 
Land Proſelytes did enjoy before his Coming and Suffer- 
ings. God's Promiſes are not Yea and Nay, but Yea and 
Amen. 2 Cor. 1. 20. Rom. 15. 4, 8, 10. ES 
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CHAP. Iv. | 


0 | 

d Hoh. 7 5 Abraham and his Seed were the Promi- 
ſes made. He ſaith not, and to Sees as 

as mam, but as of one, and to thy Seed which is Chriſt, 

of | Gal. 3. 16. Therefore ſay ſome, all the Promiſes 

1 made to the Seed of Abraham, were made to Chriſt 

i. Perſonal only; he only is that Seed to whom all the 

- 
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Promiſes were made. | (l, | 
| Anſwer... 1ſt, Who then were that Seed of Mrabam 
to whom thoſe Promiſes were made, that proceed 
WE”, — Wend wild 2 1 $ 
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and 2. 29. . wich Micah - 7. IB, 19, 20. As 13. 324 
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Chrift's.Coming'inithe Fleſh to Redeem and Save 'en 
For m'Multitades of Pexts, Chriſt himſelf was pri 
miſed to the Seed of ſbrabam, Lake 1. 70. And God 
ſending kim into the World to Redeem and Save *« 
vas his Fulfitfing and Performing of theſe Prom 
"wade to chem, Luke 1. 54, 53, by 4227. 13. 2 
33. The Promiſes were mide x0 the Earhers;- tad con 
Armed by Chriſty Rom. 1. 8. Wu AAT. 1) 
20. "AF 76. 6, 7: Muy Nile : 
adh, If the Promiſes were R none of raban 
Seed but Chriſt ways: then they were not to th 
Church of Traci any mor e than to tl Church Chriſt | 
— yet the firſt enjoy the Privileges n of ge j 

NN Inn 5 Wy (ESRI, hon n | 


3A. The Objedion i agginſt not r dee Whol 
Drit of Seripture, but alſo che e expreſs Wotds of the 
Promiſe or Covenant HY, Gen. x7. 7. whith is u 
Alrabams Seed in their Goriet ations, thievefbre cis 
many Perſons : Tea, the Promiſes made th the Seed d 
"Abraham, are applied to his Seed in their Jeveral Ge, 
nerations as wiace to chem! See D. 29, 1g. Exc 
32. 12, 13, 14, Dent. 10. 15,22. Yſal. 105. 6,8, 9 
10. Exod. 2. 227 24, 25. Like 1. 54, 55. As 3. 25 
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Dei. 6, 7 8, 7 
tbh, This Objedion Sei I gainſ the Seed o 
Believers, is as much againſt Aduk Beleven theilt 
Children: For if the Frotmiſes ure to non but Chrriſi 
Perſonalꝭ then' thy are neither to belitving Parcnt, 
nor their Children: Se and pity the Zed of che 
Perſons ainſt their own. Babes, wo wilb:rcexbluds 
themſelxes out of the Promiles, rather thbmaſbffer their 
Children to be included. Stn . entionor 
i 5thiy, Men ought not eo ſtick to the Lauer gin 
; the Marning, and fo vat the Words uf va ;particulsr 
„Text. (as 12 Ozjeftion doth) to a private Interpreta- 
tion 
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750 Senſe that'is contrary to the Scope and Drift 
the Context, and to the whole concurrent Harmo- 
nious Senſe and Meaning of Scripture, 2 Pet. 1. 20. 
The doing of which is very often, if not always, the 
Occaſion of the Miſtakes and Errors, that are amongft 
thofe who believe and adhere to the jen as their 

Rule, as it's eaſy to make appear. 

As to the Words [Seed and Seeds] through the 
when many of che famie ſort 6r kind are 
en of, then the word Seed not Seeds, is uſed to 


expreſs them, Gen. 17, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12. Dent. 10.15. 


Gen. 48. 19. and 16. 10, 2 Kings 17. 20. 2 Chron, 26. 
Efther 9. Afr Fe Pal. 22. 23. and 10g. 6, 8, Ja. 44: 
and 67. dus 30. 21. Gen. 46. 5, 6, 7. 4 
Bs be 85 Seriptures ſpeak of feoeral ſorts or 
kinds wot Seed ——9 then the Word Seeds is uſed, 
and not Seed, Deut. 22. 9. Matt. 13. 32. Mark 4. 31. 
Now alt the Children of Abrabam as à Covenant Fa- 
ther, whether Jews or Gentiles, are but ove kind or 


fort of Fred, Rom. 4. 16. Gal. 3. 28, 29. And are all 


to ſeek Free Juſtification — Cha, in the Free 
Promiſe made to Abraham. as the F Aber of them 
all; which is the Scope and Drift of this, Gal. 3. 1 


4 allo of Rom. 4. a lel Chapter to this. 


And this Seed of Abraham to whom the Pomiſes avere 
made, were as to their Number not ove, as the Objection 
faith, but many, Heb. 11. 12, 13. Yea, for Number 
and Multitude even as the D of the Earth, as the 
Stars of Heaven, and as the Sand on the Sea ſhore innu- 
merable, Gen. 13. 16. and 28. 14. and 22. 17. and 26. 
4. and 15. 5. Exod. 32. 13. with Hes. 6. 13, 14, 17,18. 


and 11. 12. 13. Deut. 10. 15, 22. Rom. 4-18. Gen. 17. 


7, 8, 9, TO, IT, 12. 

In all theſe Texts and a Multitude of W the 
Word is Seed, not Seeds, as of many forts or kinds of 
Seed, but Seed, as of one fort or kind of Seed according 
ro this Gal 3. 16; Where the Apoftle is not fo much 
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agirong the Words of the Promiſe, as us 
Words were; For faith. the Apoſtle, , he 
2 not to Seeds as of many, but as of one, and to thy 
Seed which Seed, though but one in ſort and kind, 
and one in Chriſt, Rom. 4. 16. Gal. 3. 28, 29. Epb. 
2. 14, 18, 16. Yet were many for Number, aue have 
ſeen in the Promiſes themſelves. 

IT bereſore by this One Seed which the Apoſtle cal- 
leth Chriſt, - we muſt underſtand Chriſt Myſtical, the 
Church of Chriſt, as conſiſting of Jews 2 Gentiles, 
as in 1 Cor. 12. 12. Otherwiſe, there is no reconciling 
it to the Scope and Drift of the Apoſtle here, nor to 
the Promiſes themſelves of which he is ſpeaking, nor 
to the concurrent Senſe and Meaning of Scripture. 
It's clear from the Drift and Scope of this, Gal. 3. 
That the Gentile Believers as well as the Jews, are 
' wnder Abraham's Covenant made with him as a Cove- 
nant: Fatber; having the ſame Goſpel he had, ver. 7, 8. 
And being bis Children, are Bleſſed with bim, ver. 7, g. 
Tea expreſly, his Blaſim or Covenant is come on the 


Gentiles — Chriſt, n they | 


receive the Promiſe of the Spirit, ver. 14. Andthis Cove 
nant of Promiſeto 4brabam's Seed is immutable, being 
confirm'd of God in Chriſt, ver, 15, 16, 17, 18. And be- 
longeth alike to all Jew and Gentile Believers, -. for 
they are all one in Chriſt, ver.28.And being Chriſt? s,they, 
the Gentiles as well as Jews, are Abraham Seed and 
Heirs, according to the Promiſe, ver. 29. 

To Abrabam and bis deed were the Promiſes made, ht 
faith not and to Seeds, as if there were Two kinds or 
forts. of Seed, one. f the Jews and another of the 
Gentiles: He laid not, hat he would be the God of Abra- 
ham and his Seeds, which thing ſhould have been ſaid (a 
-Beza's Words on the Text an if he had many and di. 
vers Seeds, as the Gentiles apart and the Jews apart; bul 
that be would be the God of Abraham and his Seed as of 
ene; And ſo ihe Apoſtle apples | in, There is neuke 
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Yew nor Greek, for ye are all one, ver. 28, and Abra-' 
um's Seed and Heirs according tothe Promiſe, ver. 29. 
Here we ſee, that not only Chrift, but all that are 
Chriſt's are Abraham's Seed; and that one Seed too, to 
whom the Promiſe was made; elſe they could not be 
ſaid, as here they are, to be Heirs according to the Pro⸗ 
miſe : The Fews formerly could have no more, and 
Chriſtians now have no leſs, they being both one in 
Chriſt, and Heirs of one and the ſame Promi/e, do both 
neceſſarily enjoy the very ſame Privileges, as to ſub- 
ſtance, for: themſelves and Seed. 

To be Heirs according to the Promiſe, is, ſor Gd 
to be 4 Gad to them and to their Seed in their Generations, 
Gen. 17. 7. Deut. 7. 6, 7, 8, 9. and go. 6. Acls 2. 39. 
3. . 44. 3. and 65. 23. and 61. 9. 1 Chen. 16. 15,16, 
are 17. Pſalm 111. 5, 9. Ezek. 37. 24, 23, 26, 27. 
Ve- By comparing Gal. 3. 29. ver. with 7,9, 1413, 16, 
8.1. verſes, it's clear, that ver. 16. and ver.29. do both 
1,9. ſpeak of one and the ſame Covenant or Promiſe ; and 
the therefore they do both ſpeak of one and the ſame Seed 
of Abraham : But the Seed of Abraham in ver. 29. is 
ve- not Chriſt Perſonal, but Chriſt Myſtical; the Church of 
Chriſt, as conſiſting of both Jes and Gentiles, ver. 28, 29. 
be- From the Scope of this Gal. 3. and from comparing 
fort the 16, 17, 29. ver. it's out of doubt, that by the Term, 
_ The Promiſe, we are to underſtand, God's Covenant 
au with abraham ; yea, thoſe Words [ ing to thy Seed] 
| in ver. 16. are the expreſs Words of Abraham's Cove- 

3,8 nant, and are recorded Gen. 17. 7. where theſe Words 
or and 10 thy Secd] are explained by the Lord himſelf of 
the the Infant Seed in their Generations, Gen. 17. 7, 9» 
a- 10, Il, 12. | 1 . 

(a Object. In the New Teſtament, we often read that 
. the Fews owned and truſted in Abraham's Covenant, 
3% and glorified much in being his Children, but yet they 
s of rejected Chriſt. , | Nn | 
hr An. Thoſe that did _ were not the wow 
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Seed, but the Adult, backſliding or apoſtate Seed of 
Abrabam. The Jews own God's Covenant with 4bra- 
ham, but they reject the true Chriſt that came to con- 
firm it: The Objectors own the true Chriſt, but they 
rejett this Covenant that he came to confirm; where- 
as we ought to own both, for it's evident from the 
Scope of Gal. 3. and Rom. 4. yea, and from the Cur- 
rent of Scripture, that whatever Bleſſings the People 
of God, as ſuch, have through Chriſt, they have em 
all as Abraham's Seed: And whatever Bleſſings they | 
=_ as Abraham's Seed, they have them all through 
hriſt. 
Obj. The Seed of Believers are by Nature Children of 
Wrath, even as others, Eph. 2. 3. 
- Anſ. So they were before Chriſt's Coming and | 
Sufferings, yet then they enjoy'd the Privileges now 
pleaded for; yea, this Text ſpeaks of the Jews (as | 
well as Gentiles) who were born in the Church under 
the Covenant, —_— the Seal of it in their 
Infancy ; and t ore the Deſign of it is not againſt | 
fuch — of Children. If their being Children of | 
Wrath by Nature, were inconſiſtent with their being 
Children of God by Grace, then not one of them that dye 
Infants could be ſaved; but if it be conſiſtent, as it is, 
then is the Obje:on impertinent. Is any Age of Man- 
kind exempted from the Benefit of Chriſt's Death? 
Do not ſome of all Ages Dye? Yea, many Dye in 
the Womb: Did Chriſt ſhed his Blood for none of 
theſe? The Seed of Believers, though Children of 
Wrath by N ature, yet are Children of God by Grace; 
and this even in the Womb, elſe thoſe that Dye there 
muſt periſh ; but this is directly contrary to the Cove- | 
nant, for they are as much under the Covenant as 
thoſe that are Born, and Live not to reject or forfeit 
their Intereſt therein. I will be thy God, and the God 
of thy Seed, and will Circumciſe thy Heart, and the Heart 
* 1 Seed. The RARE to the Seed is Indefinite as 
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to Time or Age; tis not to the Seed as Born, or as 
Grown to ſuch or ſuch an Age or Bigneſs only. Hence 
tis that from Gene/is to Revelations, we read not of 
the Saints Queſtioning the Salvation of their Dying 
Infants. See Matt. 18. 2, 14, E 

Andasin Epb. 2. 3. it's ſaid, the Fews were by Nature 
le the Children of Wrath, even as others; ſo in other Texts, 
they are ſaid to be natural Branches in the good Olive, 
Rom. 11. 16,17,21,24,28. And to be Fews by Nature; 
and not Sinners of the Gentiles, Gal. 2. 15, And to be Holy, 
1 Cor. 7. 14. To be the Lord's, Born to him, his from 
the Womb, in his Covenant, Church and Kingdom, as 
is witneſſed in Multitudes of Texts that have been 
cited, and will be further clear'd hereafter, We are 
not to think the Scripture is contrary to itſelf; no, the 
Seed of Believers may be the Children of Wrath in 
one Senſe, as to Deſert, coming from fallen Adam as 
his Seed, and partaking of his Image; and they may 
be the Children of God in another Senſe, through his 
abundant Grace in the Covenant, comprehending em 
with their Parents. For the further declaring of which, 
ſhall here make uſe of the Words of that Great and 
Good Man Mr. William Perkins, in his Commentary 
on che Galatians, writing on theſe Words, Mie who are 
eus by Nature, and not Sinners of the Gentiles, Gal. 
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in g. 15. He faith, © —— Hers. the Jetus are oppoſed 

of to Sinners of the Gentiles, and therefore by the 
of Jews are meant an holy and peculiar People. The 
ce; Diſtinction thereof lies in this, that tbe one was 
cre “ Holy, che other Prophane ; the one in Covenant, 
we- the other out of Covenant —— The rums are an 
t as “ holy People by Nature: Not becauſe: Holineſs 5s 
rfeit . convey'd to them by Generation, hut becauſe, even 


C. from cheir Beginning and Binh, by Virtue of the 
Covenant they are Holy. F the Roat br Holy, | the 
* Branches are Hoh, Rom. 11. 16. If either of their 
Parents believe, their n Hoh, 1 Cor. 7. 
F 2 "ao 
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14. In a civil Contract, the Father and his Heir 
make but one Perſon, and the Father covenants for 
& himſelf and his Poſterity : Even fo in the Covenant 
« of Grace, he believes for himſelf, and withal makes 
s his Poſterity Partaker of the ſaid Covenant; and 
thus the Poſterity becometh Holy. It may be ob- 
& jected, that whatſoever is Born of the Fleſh is Fleſh. . 
* Anſw. The Parent ſuſtains a double Perſon. Firſt, 
* he is to beconſider'd as a Child of Adam, and thus | 
he brings forth a Child, having with Adam's Na- 
ture, Adam's Corruptions. Again, he is to be con- 
0 ſider'd as a Believer; and thus, albeit he doth not 
* propagate his Faith and Holineſs to his Child, yet] 
« by Means of his Faith, his Child is in the Covenant, | 
& and conſequently is to be accounted Holy in the 
Judgment of Charity, till God manifeſt the contra: | 
ry. Again it may be objected, that if the Children 
hy $08 Believing Parents be Born Holy, they want Ori- 
Sin. Anſ. The Children alſo ſuſtain two 
« Perſons. . Firſt, They are to be conſider'd as Chil- 
<< dren of the firſt Alam; and thus they are conceiv. 
ed and born in Sin, and are Children of Wrath: 
* Again, They are to be conſider'd as Children of 
„ believing Parents, and thus by Means _ the Cove 
< nant, they are Children of God z and O — " | 
«© which is in them, is covered from their fi | 
ning, and not imputed to them. 
. © TheUſe, There was no abſolute Neceſſity of Cir4 
„ cumeiſion; for they which died before the Eightil 
„Day, were Born Holy, and conſequently in thei 
40 Covenant, and- th ine might be ſaved. And 
thus Baptiſm is not of abſolute Neceſſity; for th! 
Children of Believers are born Holy and Chriſtizn 
and therefore dying in the Want of Baptiſm, ma 
for all that be ſaved. The Seal of the Covenan 
is not of like Neceſſity with the Covenant itſelf. 
auß, Hete we learn, that it is not the AG 
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& of Baptiſm to confer the firſt Grace, but only to 
Confirm and Seal it to us. Adoption and Life be- 
« gins not in Baptiſm, but before. If tbe Rbot be 
„Holy, the Branches ſpringing thence are holy. We 
are born Chriſtians if our Parents believe, and not 
« made ſo in Baptiſm. | Perkins's wha 41 Vol. 2. 
« _ 203. a0. | 
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CHAP. v. 


Oi. Lthough under the Old Teſtament, Believers 

Infants were in Covenant, in the Church, 
and Partakers of the Token and Seal of the Covenant, 
yet this was ſay ſome, the Privilege of the Vraelites 
and Jews only, who were the natural Seed of Abra- 
ham. Shew us (ſay they) where any of the Gentile 
Believers, who were Abraham's Firn Seed, were 
ſo privileged. 

Anſwer. 1ſt, The contrary to this Objection, is the 
Truth, as is clear from the Scriptures before quoted 
out of both Old and New Teſtaments. Indeed, nei- 
ther Parents nor Children could partake of the Token 
of the Covenant before it was inſtituted ; yet even 
then, from Adam to Abraham, the Church was con- 
tinued by a Succeſſion of an Holy Seed according to 
God's Holy Ordinance, Mal. 2. 15. Gen. 4. 25. and 
5. 28, 29. and 6. I, 2, 3,4. 

It was carried on in the Seed of Seth from Adam to 
Noab, Gen. 5 And from Noah to Abrabam, chiefly 
in Shem and his Poſterity, Gen. 11. 10, to 27. And 
that the Children of Church-Members were born in 
the Church in thoſe Times is evident, becauſe (as hath 
been proved) that great Office in the Church, the Of- 
fice of Prieſthood, was then the Birth-right of all their 
Firſt-born Males, which could not have been, if they 
* not been Church- Members from the Womb. 
1 Now 


* 
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Now none from Alam to Abraham, were Abraham's 
Natural Seed be ſure, yet then they were born within 
the Church, and were called he Sons of God, Gen. 6. 
2, 4. and @'godly Seed, Mal. 2. 15. 

+ Anfew. 2dly, At the Firſt Inſtitution of the Token 
and Seal of the Covenant, not only Abraham and his 
Natural Seed partook of it, but his adult Men Ser- 
vants, and all their Male Seed too, Gen. 17. 7, 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 23, 27. Theſe God commanded to be cir- 
cumciſed; and if any of them ſhould have refuſed to 
be circumciſed, he had broken the Covenant, and 
was to be cut off from his People; from whence, and 
from Abrabam's Authoritative teaching them, and 
God's Promiſe of Succeſs thereto, Gen. 18. 19. (and 
for many other Reaſons that might be given) it's clear, 
that Arabam and thoſe in his Houſe were a viſible 
Church of God, and that Abraham was the Prieſt to 
all the reſt. No doubt, but Mrabam had a Godly 
Family of Servants. Obſerve the Religious Behaviour 


of one of them in Ger. 24. We read in Gen. 14. 14. of 


18 Men of them, which Abraham had trained or in- 
ructed (as tis in the Margin) no doubt in Religion, 


as well as to bear Arms. See Ainſworth and Pool on ; 
the Text. Theſe 318 inſtructed Servants are ſaid to 


— 


be born in Abraham'”s Houſe; then how many muſt | 


there be of the Parents of theſe 318 yet Living? And 
how many of their Fives and Children too? By this 


we may gather, that the Church in Abraham's Houſe | 


4s numerous, though 4brabam had no natural Child, 
but mae only when Circumciſion was inſtituted. 
And Abrabam's numerous Houſhold Servants, were 
in this Covenant of God with Arabam, Gen. 17. 
otherwiſe, all the Males of his Houſe could not have 
had a Right to the Seal and Token thereof, nor have 
been charged with the Breach of the Covenant, if they 
received not its Token; for the Neglect whereof, they 
were allo to be cu of, Gen. 17. 13,14. n Ir 
; 12 | Churc 
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Church-Diſcipline in this Church of God in Abra- 
6 ham's Houſe; which was not a National Church at 
this Time, nor by this Covenant. But Abraham's 
Seed through Jaac and Jacob, was made a National 


5 Church long after this, by the Covenant at Horeb. 
. Abraham and his Family being the Firſt Church or 
|} People of God, that partook of the Token and Seal of 
- [7 the Covenant; their Order therein is heedfully to be 
i minded. Abraham an adult Believer is firſt Circum- 


4 Ix ciſed, and then his Natural Seed, and his Men Ser- 
4 vants who were not his Natural Seed, but ſuch whom 
dq Arabam had Taught and Inſtructed, and who were 
4 adult Believers, theſe were Circumciſed and their Seed 
J alſo. How exactly did the Apoſtles follow this firſt 
= Pattern when they firſt taught Perſons ? And when 
. believed, baptized both them and their Houſ- 

Ids. „ 

With what Truth then do Perſons ſay, that none 
were took into Abraham's Covenant, and partook of 
the Token and Privileges thereof, hey and their Chil- 
= dren with them, but only the Natural Seed of Abra- 
bam? When tis plain, that here at the Firſt Inſti- 
IF tution of the Token of the Covenant to One of Abra+ 
bam's Natural Seed, there were many hundred of others 
taken into his Covenant and its Privileges, and Cir- 


„ cumciſed both they and their Children with them. 
„And this being done before the Partition - Wall be. 
| twixt Few and Gentile were ſet up, was — 2 per- 
p haps, to foreſhew how freely and abundantly the Gen- 
tiles ſhould be received into the ſame Covenant of 
Abraham, they and their Seed with them, when the 
Wall of Partition ſhould be broken down again, as 
we ſee they were, Eph. 2. 11, to the end, with Chap. 
3. 6. Rom. 11. 16, 17. 1 Cor. 7. 14. with Mark 
10. 14. As 16. 14, 13, 31, 33. 8 * 

Neither was Circumciſion a Seal only of God's Pro- 
miſe to give them the Literal Canaan and the Temporal 
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40 The Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 
good Things thereof, as is pretended ; for not one of ; 
all Abraham's: numerous Family, 1 excepting himſelf, 
had any Promiſe that themſelves, or their Seed, ſhould 
inherit the literal Canaan, or enjoy the temporal good 
Things thereof; yet they were Circumciſed, and at 
the Command cf God too. And we are told ex- 
preſly, that it was à Sign and a Seal of the Righteou/- 
neſs of Faith, Rom. 4. 11. 4 Token of - the Covenant, 
Gen. 17. 9, 10, | . 
Alſo Circumciſion was afterwards in their Genera- 
tions, to be applied to Infants at Eight Days old,, 
many of which (both before and after Jrael came into 
Canaan) no doubt, died in their Infancy after cir. | 
cumciſed, and lived not to enjoy the literal Canaan, | 
nor to Sell, Forfeit, or Renounce their Intereſt in it. 
Again, if Circumciſion was a Seal only of the Truth 
of God's Promiſe to give them the literal Canaan, It 
then when they came into and enjoy'd Canaan, Cir- 
cumciſion ſhould have ceaſed ; for Sacraments ceaſe 
when the Promiſes are fulfilled, whereof they are 
Signs and Seals. | 
Anſto. 3dly, Alſo all along under the Old Teſta- 
ment, even from Moſes till Chriſt, when the Wall of 
Partition was up, which (at leaſt after the National 
Worſhip ,was fully compleat, which was when the | 
Temple was built) allowed of no viſible Church: þ 
State on Earth but that of 1/rael in Canaan; no Prieſt- 
hood, no Temple, no Altar for Sacrifice, Sc. bit 
thoſe with them: Yet even then in this Church of 
Iſrael, the Lord fer a Door wide open to receive | 
converted (Gentiles: and their Seed, to the Token and | 
Privileges of the Covenant. See and compare the | 
Texts following, Exod. 12. 48, 49, 50, Ju. 56. 6, 7, 
8. Numb. . 1 and 15. 14, 15, 16, 26, 29, 30. Ezch. 
47. 22, 23. Deut. 29, 10, 11, 12, 13. Afts 2. 39. Ia. 
14. 1. £fth. . 27. Ja. 49. 22. Ruth 1. 15, 16. and 2. 
11, 42, Leit, 22,18, Deut. 31. 11, 12, 13. with 
- . 8. 
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7006. 8. 33, 38. Alls 2. 10. and 6.5. and 13. 43. 1 
Kings 8. 41, 42, 43. 2 Sam. 15. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. 
As to the manner of receiving theſe Proſelytes or 
Strangers, and the great Care uſed to keep out the 
Prophane, fee Ruth 1. 15, 16, 17, 18. And read Ainſ- 
worth on Gen. 17. 12. and on Exod. 12. 48, 49. 
Theſe Proſelytes, were not the Natural but the 
Spiritual Children of Abraham, even as Believing 
Gentiles are now under the New Teſtament (Gal. 3. 7. 
9, 14. Rom, 4. 11, 12, 16, 17, 18.) yet theſe were 
took into, and enjoy'd all the Fundamental Privileges 
of Abraham's Covenant, and partook of the Token 
and Seal thereof, even they and their Children with 
them. 
And which is obſervable, there is no Exception 
made againſt: any other Proſelytes Communion with 
the Church of Jrael, but only thoſe half Children of 
Abrabam's Faith, who will take hold of the Covenant 
for themſelves only, and not for their Seed alſo, who 
will have the Token of the Covenant applied. to them- 
ſelves, but not to their Children. If any ſuch ſhould 
have offered themſelves, they were to have been kept 
back from the Paſſover (which was the ſame for Sub- 
ſtance with our Lord's Supper) till the Token of the 
Covenant was applied to their Children. Let all his 
Males be Circumciſed, and then let him come near and 
keep it. Yea, ſuch Men were to have been kept back 
as uncircumciſed Perſons themſelves, becauſe their 
Children who were a part of themſelves were not 
circumciſed, Exod. 12. 48. For Abraham's Pattern is 
always to be followed. Firſt, adult- profeſſing Belie- 
vers to receive the Token of the Covenant, and then 
their Seed, and Seeds Seed, from Age to Agr, ſo long 
as they abide in the Covenant and Viſible Church. 
. Thoſe are greatly miſtaken, that think none but 
Abraham's Natural Seed enjoy d this Privilege, to 
have their Children, together with themſelves, * 
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bers of the Viſible Church, and in Covenant with a 
right to partake of the Token and Seal of it, even in 
their Infancy. It's as plain, that this belongs to all 
the Children of Abraham's Covenant, as that it be- 
longed to the Children of Abraham's Body. 

For when any Perſon of the Gentiles, did y Faith 
Fake bold of this Covenant, and ſo join himſelf to the 


Lord to love and ſerve him, Ja. 56. 6. he was bleſ- | 


ſed with all the fundamental Privileges of the Church 
of God, ver. 7, 8. with Numb. 15. 14, 15, 16. 1 Kings 
8.41, 42, 43. of which this was one to have his Infants 


in the Church, in the Covenant, with a Right to the 


Seal and Token of it. We have ſeen *twas ſo in Ger. 
17. And we have ſeen another ſtanding Ordinance of 
God for it, Exod. 12, 48, 49, 50. Yea, a Gentile 
Convert was to be as one born in the Land, ver 49. 
Numb. 15. 14, 15, 16. To be ordered in the Worſhip 
of God by the fame Law, becauſe he was now of 


Abraham's Faith, worſhipped Abrabam's God, was | 


in- his Covenant ; the Bleſſing (that is Covenant, Gal. 
3. 14, 15, 16, 17, 29. with Gen. 28. 4.) of Abraham 
todas come on Sis: tho“ a Gentile thre* Chriſt, to be 4 


God to him and to his Seed, even as he was to the na- 
tural Seed of Abraham's Loins, Ja. 56. 6, 7, 8. with | 


Ezek. 47. 22, 23. Deut. 29. 10, 11, 12, 13. 


We plead for the Privilege of Proſelytes, for a | 


Privilege which God granted to, and was en enjoyed by by 
Gentile Converts in all Ages from Abraham t 

and never yet revoked. 

+ What Scripture or Reaſon puts this vaſt Difference 
berwixt believing Gentiles before Chriſt's Coming 
and Sufferings, and Believing Gentiles ſince, that they 
and their Seed with them-ſhould then be received 
into the Viſible Church, into God's Covenant with 4- 
braham, and to the Token and Seal of the Covenant ; 
and that now their Seed ſhould be left in Satan's King- 
Gopal; in this moſt deſperate, forlorn — Ta 
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being uncapable of an Entrance into the Vifible Church, 
Ss. either by the Parents Covenant, or by any Faith 
of their own, while Infants; yet may, and many do 
die while in Infancy. They were not the Natural 
Seed of Mrabam any more than we, but they were 
h of the Faith of Abraham, ſo are we. They were his 
;, p piritual Seed, ſo are we. They were of his Cove- 
5 nant, ſo are we. They worſhipped Abraham's God, 
h ſo do we. They were grafted Branches into his Root 
or Covenant, ſo are we, Rom. 11. 17. ; 
8 1 Where then is the Difference? Only as they were 
ne che ft Fruits, and the Gentiles, under the New Tefta- 
nem, are as the Harveſt of Ingrafted Members. Now, 
of if no Difference can be found, as certainly there can't, 
„ s Juſtify the caſting or keeping Children out of the 
* [Church ; much lefs, to juſtify Men's ſtriking the In- 
- | fants of Believers out of God's Covenant, and fo 
7: {changing the Covenant in this great Branch of it; yea, 
and that too, now, fince *tis actually confirm'd by 
Chriſt, Rom. 15. 8. Let fuch as fear God, fear to 
Joffend herein. Were it but a Man's Covenant if con- 


” 4 rm'd, *twere ſo Sacred, we muſt not diſanul one 
i Branch of it, Gal. 3. 15, Sc. If the giving the Law 
ch Fat Mount Horeb, did not, could not diſanul this Cove- 


nant, becauſe it was confirm'd of God in Chrift 430 
ars before, Gal. 3. 17. Then the taking away of 
that Law, did not, could not diſanul that Covenant 
* neither, that's clear. And therefore it ſtands firm 
* [Rand unſhaken fill, Heb. 12, 27. And needs muſt do 
fo, for God eſtabliſhed it for an everlaſting Covenant, 

CC to be a God to Abraham and to his Seed in their Genera- 


ions, Gen. 1 7. 7. even to a thouſand Generations, Deut. 

4 7.6, 7,8, 9. Pſalm 105. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. and 111. 5, 9. 

L Ezek. 37. 24, 25, 26, 27. 1 Chron. 16. 15, 16, 17. 
4 From theſe Scriptures it's clear, that Abraham's Cove- 


nant laſts to all Generations. 2 38 
Thoſe who differ, and who might learn of the 
een N02 DNIIGOTTY Swallow 
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Swallow where to lay her Young, Fſal. 84. 3. are de- 
red in the Fear of God, and with the Bowels of Pa- 
rents, not to be like the Oſtrich, forgetful of, and IM 
bardned againſt ber young ones, Job 39+. 15s 15, = 2 ſe- BY 2 
riouſly to. conſider, what they do, w perſecute h 
and. thruſt their tender Babes out K the Viſible 
Church, out of the Covenant of Promiſe, out of the b 
Number of God's People, and from Baptiſm, the v 
Token of the Covenant and Sign of Regeneration; t 
which is to put them amongſt, and reckon them no 
better than Heathens 4vho. were called the Uucircumci. * 
Hon; the ſame with Unbaptiſed now, without Cbriſ, il ! 
Aliens from the Common-wealth of Tjrael, Stranger: « 
* from the Covenants of Promiſe, having no hope, and wis- 
out God in the World; afar off, not made nigh by th ' 
Blood of Chriſt ; tis to re ckon them Strangers, Foreign + 
ers, no Fellcw-Citizens with the Saints, not of th: * 
Houſhold of God, Eph. 2 1,13, 5 19. and 3.60 
Oh uncomfortable Doctrine! | 
The Promiſes of God are the Ground of our Hope | 
if Believers Children are not. under the Promiſes, then 
there is no Ground to hope for their Salvation, dying 
Infants, Eph. 2. 12. Thoſe who think their Infant 
are Strangers ram the Covenant of Promiſe, when ther} 
bury them, muſt needs follow them ſorrowing, as tho: 
that have no bo; e of their Reſurrection to Life eternal, I 
1 The. 4. 1 1 Let believing Parents take heed d 
ſuch uncomfortable, rigid, and cruel Principles and 
Practices againſt their lender Babes, which are ſo con- 
to the ſweet free Grace of the Covenant, and to, 
our Lord's tender Love to, and Care of them, Mart. 
10. 13, 14, 15, 16. J. 40. 11. Exel. 37. 24, 25 
leſt in Time, their Spirits grow ſo ſower'd thereby, tha 
they be ready, as hath been the Caſe of too many, to 
contend more earneſtly to have their Children in this 
ir Condition before-mentioned, than for any| 
part. of the Faith: once delivered to the Saints, Jude 3. 
which, this theytontend 9 never OY 4 Net- 
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e de. Neither hath this their Folly departed from them 


Pa- although they have been U heck in the Mortar or 
and Scripture Evidence, by the Preaching and Writing of 
it ſe. a Multitude of the Greateſt and Beſt Men the ( hurch 
cute hath had, either in, or ſince the Time of Reformation. 
ſible Thoſe who deal with their Children as above, would 
the be accounted Abrabam's Children by Faith, yet they 


vill not be of Abrabam's Faith. Alrabamm is a Father 
to all them that walk in the Steps of his Faith, Rom. 4. 
11, 12. to them who are of his Fuitb, ver. 16. Obſerve 
ci. what Abraham's Faith was, on the Account of which 
rift, be was ſtiled the Father of the Faithful, Gen 15. 5; 
gen 6. with Rim. 4. 18. Such Believers who will not be 
115. of the Faith of Abraham, as it took hold of the Cove- 
141 nart' for both Parent and Child; for himſelf and his 
121-1 Seed, who will not talk in the Steps of his Faith, ſhould 
ti feck for another Father as the Example and Pattern of 
. 60 their Faith; but ſuch an one they can't find in Scrip- 
ture, that is, one of their Fanth, or rather Unbelief 
concerning Infants. _ 
- - 0hj. If every Believer muſt be of — Faith, 
then every Believer muſt believe, that himſelf is a 
common Covenant-Head to all the en in all 
Ages after him as Abraham was. 
- Anſw. Not ſo my Brethren, that was not Ave: 
ham's Faith, he never believed that every one of the 
Faithful ſhould be a common Covenant-Head-to all 
Believers, but that himſelf was fo, and as ſuch, re- 
ceived the Promiſes for all Believers and their Seed, 
and was bleſſed as having received them; all which 
we are to believe, and to take hold of the Covenant as 
now actually confirm'd by C hriſt, both for ourſelves 
and Seed. 

To be of Abraham's F. aith ther is to believe as he 
did; that God Made and Eſtabliſhed his Covenant of 
Grace with him, as a common Covenant-Head tor him- 
ſelf and his Seed, and for all Believers and their Seed 
in their Generations. We 
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We have ſeen, that the Children of Believers a; 
ſuch, from Adam to Abraham, and from - thence to 
the coming of Chriſt, whether Jews or Gentiles, were 
by the Grant and Ordinance of God in his Covenant, 
Church and Kingdom with their. Parents, *till any of 
thera did, when grown up, by their own Act, renounce, 
deſpiſe, or reject the Grace or Duties of the Cove- 
- nant, Deut. 5. 6, g. P/al. 103. 17, 18. 1 Chron. 28. 9. 
Lathe 1. 50. Pſalm 25. 10, 12, 13, 14. Alſo after the 
Inſtitution of the Token and Seal of the Covenant, 
they were made Partakers thereof, as well as their Pa- 
rents; and all this by a Covenant eſtabliſhed and con- 
firmed both by the Oath of God and Death of Chriſt, 
even to a thouſand Generations. K 

Who, or what then is poor mortal Man, that he 
ſhould take on him to revoke God's Covenant, and 
cut off from, or ſhut out of the Viſible Church all 
the Infant Seed of Believers, which are well nigh, if 
not more than one half of her Members. Thoſe who 
do it, are humbly intreated to ſhew a plain and ex- | 
prels Command of God for what they do, or at leaſt | 
a plain Example allow'd of by Chriſt, that the Pa- 
rents were received to Church-fellowſhip and Bap- 


tiſm, and their Infant Seed at the ſame time rejected x 


and kept back from both. Tis but reaſonable to ex- 
pect a very clear expreſs Command or Example in 
this Caſe, becauſe it makes ſo vaſt an Alteration, as 
the putting out about one halt of ſuch as always were 
Subjects of Chriſt's Viſible Church and Kingdom, eſ- 
pecially to expect it from thoſe who do, though wrth- 
out Cauſe call for Command or Example in the New 
Tegftement, for continuing the Privileges already gront- 
ei of God in the Old. To deny the Continuante of Pri- 
wileges once granted of. Ged to his Peaple, hefare Proof 
made of - God's' revoking, ſuch Grant / Privilege, 15 
making too bold with his Authority. - When? And by 
whom wete the Children tumed out of the 1 


— 
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4 Earth, had many /pecia/ Occa/ions offered him to ſpeak 
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the Covenant and their Right to partake of the Token 
thereof? Where is it recorded? Proof, Proof, 
Proof we call for, for we muſt not, we cannot part 
with ſuch great, fuch ancient, and intailed Privileges, 

the bare Words of Men (though otherwiſe good 
Men) eſpecially when we conſider, that the Covenant 
which granteth theſe Privileges is everlaſting, and 
confirm'd both by God's Oath and Chriſt's Death 


tas was proved) and alſo by the Miniſtry of Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles, as ſhall be proved through the Help 


of Chriſt. | 


— - _— 
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' CHAP. VI. 

O. COme fay, but prove not, that our Lord Jeſus 
when on Earth turn'd the Infants out of 

doors, not ſuffering them to continue any longer 


Members of his Viſible Church and Kingdom, c. 


Anſwer, It they were turn'd out, it muſt be either 
by Chriſt himſelf or by his Apoſtles, for none elſe 


could do it. But if neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles 
did turn them out, then they are in ſtill. 


The Truth is, our Bleſſed Lord Jeſus, when on 


his Mind and Will about this Matter ; and what he - 
ſaid on thoſe ſpecial Qccafions, ought to be underſtood 
by us as his Royal Will and Pleature, concerning the 
Children of the Church, as to their continuing Sub- 
jets and Members of his viſible Kingdom and Church, 
and in the Covenant of Promiſe with a Right to the 
Token and Seal thereof; becauſe in all he ſaid on 
thoſe Occaſions, there is no hint from him af the con- 
trary, but much for it. As, ; 
Fit, When He and the Woman of Samaria were 
diſputing about the Privileges of the Jews, as a 
Church in oppoſition to the Samaritans, weng 
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Occaſion to ſpeak his Mind on this Matter, which he 


doth, aſſerting that Salvation is of the Jews, John 4. 19, 
20, 21, 22. The Jets were both Adult and Infants. 

- Secondly, when a Woman that was a Greet, came to 
him for Help for her Daughter, on this Occaſion he 
again aſſerts the Privileges of- the Jetog, calling them 
Children in Contradiſtinction from the Greeks, calling 
a them Dogs, Mark 7. 26, 27. 


Ah, Wen our Lord ſent fotth his Seventy | 


Diſciples to preach, he gave them Commiſſion to 
preach to Houſes as ſuch, ſaying, into whatſoever Houſe 
ye enter, firſt ſay, Peace be to this Houſe, Luke 10.. 5, 
which was Preaching Peace by Jeſus Chriſt, as is clear, 
by comparing 4s 10. 36, 37. with Luke 10. 1, 5. 

Fourthly, Mark 9. 36, 37. Chriſt took a Child, and 
ſet him in the Midff of his Apoſtles; and when he had taken 
bim in his Arms, be ſaid to them, what, that all ſuch 
Children ſhould be rejected and caſt out? No ſuch 


Matter. He ſaid to them, whoſoever : ſhall receive oni 
of ſuch Children in my Name, receiveth me, &c. Would] 
_ Chriſt have ſaid thus to his Apoſtles, if his Intent were 
ſoon after to give them Commiſſion to reject all ſuch 


Children as this was ? If receiving them, be receiving 


Chriſt, is not rejecting them, rejecting of Chriſt too? : 
Matt. 18. Jeſus called a little Child to him, and ſet hin 
in the Modſt of the Diſciples; and ſaid, verily J ſay 1 
you, except ye be converted. and become as a little Child, 

0 Hall nat enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, | ver. 2, 3. 
Aud ub ſa ſhall receive one ſuch little Child in my Name. 


| peceiveth me, ver. 3. The Title of Believers is given 
to theſe little ones, ver. 6. Take heed; ſaith Chriſt, to 
his own Diſciples, ht ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little 
0825, ver. 10. This ſhews, how prone even the belt 


of Men are, to deſpiſe theſe little Members of —— | 


and alſo that tis an Evil they are to watch, agai 


anti ſate herd of; for T ſay to you, that in Heaven — | 
* Angels do always bebold the Face of my Father. It is nau 


42952 the 


The Infants Cauſe Pleaded, 49 


the Mill of your Father which is in Heaven, that one 
of theſe little ones ſhould periſo, ver. 14. | 

Fifthly, In Lake 19. we read of Chriſt's converting 
of Zaccheus, and preaching Abraham's Covenant as 
comprehending op him .and his Houſe, who by all 
Circumſtances was a Gentile, for he was Chief among 
the Publicans, ver. 2. and the Jets murmur'd, ver. 7. 


& becauſe our Lord went to be a Gueſt with him, a Man 


"a - 


ſay they, that is à Sinner; that was the Name by which 
they uſually call'd the Genzles, to diſtinguiſh em from 
the Jews, Gal. 2. 15. But the Lord had given him 
Faith; and now he was Chriſt's, and therefore Abra- 
ham's Seed, and an Heir according to The Promiſe, 
Gal. 3.29. To be a God to him and to his Seed, Gen.17.7. 

In this 19th of Luke, Chriſt doth freely and fully 
aſſert, that Satvation was come to Zaccheus his Houſe, 
and that on the ſame Day he was converted, and the 
Reaſon of it, forſomuch as he alſo is the Son of Abraham, 
ver. 9. Pray obſerve, our Lord doth not ſay, that 


= Salvation was come to Zaccheus his Houſe, forſomuch 


Jas his Houſe were taught, profeſſed their Faith, Sc. 


but forſomuch as Zaccbheus himſclf is a Son of Abraham. 
Ibis Day is alvation come to this Houſe, forſomuch as 


he alſo, [He] as well as Believers that were Abraham's 


natural Seed, [He] as well as former Proſelytes, he 


ceive, in ſaying, this Day is Salvation come to this Houſe, 


alſo is the Son of Abrabam. | 
Here our bleſſed Lord preached Abrabam's Cove- 
nant, and that as a general Rule (as I humbly. con- 


forſomuch as he alſo is the Son of abraham. . 
For if Salvation comes to one Man's Houſe on the 
Day of his Converſion meerly for this Reaſon, becauſe 
that Man who is the Father of it, is by Faith in Chriſt 
become the Son of Abr abam: Then at what Time ſoe- 
ver, any Man by Faith in Chriſt becomes the Son of 
Abrabam, Salvation comes to his Houſe too, if he be 
the Father of an Houſhold. That Abraham is the 
Father of all Believers, is Ss Rom. 4. 11, 12, 16. 
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Gal. 3. 7, 29. And that Salvation comes to the Houſes, 
as ſuch, of Abraham's Children is plain from our Lord's 
Words of Zacc beus, and his Houſe, Luke 19. 9. with 
Gal. 3. 29. And where Salvation comes to the Houſe, 
there is no Reaſon to doubt, but Baptiſm may come 
to the Houſe too. This Bleſſing of Abraham comes 
on the Gentiles through Chriſt who confirmed the Pro- 
miſes, Gal. 3. 14. Rom. 15. 8. The Way reveal'd in 
Scripture for Childrens being in Covenant, and Church. 
Members, is the Parents accepting the Covenant for 
themſelves and their Seed. | 

Sixth, Look into and compare Mark1o. 13,14,15, 
a6. Mat. 19. 13,14,15. Luke 18. 13, 16, 17. Where 
we find on a ſpecial Occaſion offered, our Lord ſpea: 
his Mind very plainly concerning the Children of the 
Church; and alfo ſhews great Affection to fuch of them 
that were preſent. Matthew calls them little Children, 
Mark, young Children, and Luke, Infants; and ou 
Saviour himſelf calleth em liitle Children; they were 
ſuch, that he took them up in his Arms, faith Marl. 
They all three ſay, theſe little young Infants wer: 
brought, did not come themſelves to Chriſt Matiben] 
faith, they were brought that he ſhould put bis Hand 
on them and pray. They all three ſay, that Chriſt's D:/: 
riples rebuked them. Mark faith, but when Jeſus ſaw i- 
be was much diſpleaſed ; and called them unto him, fait 
Luke. They all three ſhew, that Chriſt commanded to 
ſuffer little Children to come to him, and forbid them not; 
and alſo the Reaſon of this his Command, for of /uc 
is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Mark faith, be took them up in his Arms {ſee Ja. 40. 
T1.) put his Hands on them and bleſſed them. Mart 
and Lale tell us, that Chriſt ſaid, verily J ſay to you, 
=zvhoſoever all not receive the Kingdom of God as a li. 
Chill, viz. as a little Child receiveth it (for ſo the : 
Syntax carrieth it, faith Mr. Cotten) he ſhall not enis 
As Infants are Paſfive in receiving of Chrift, and: 
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Spirirual Principle ut Grace, fo are grown Perſons too 
(ſee Dr. Ames Mar. of Divinity. B. 1. Ch 26. Se. 
20521, 2.) Yea, the Subſtance of this Doctrine is aſ- 
ſerted, even by Mr. John Goodwin, a protetied Remon- 
ſtrant, in his Cal a- Baptiſm, Page 54, 55. V\ hy then 
do grown Perſons, through ride of their own Abili- 
ties, contemn and deſpite Infants, as uncapable of 
Principles of Grace ? Whereas they ſhould be Meek, 
Humble, and not diſdain to ſtoop and learn even of 
little Children, how to receive the Kingdom of God 
and the Graces thereot, in a pa ve Way. 

Indeed it ſeems very ſtrange, that Perſons who hold 
that Infants are capable of, and have in them the Seeds 
and Principles of Sin, ſhould deny them to be capable 
of having the Sceds and Principles of Grace infuſed in- 
to them; which is to make the firſt dam more pow- 
ertul to convey Sin, than the ſecond gdm to convey 
Grace; *tis to make Sin abound much more than Grace, 
contrary to the Scriptures ; *tis to limit the Power of 
God, and make his Work to depend on the Worthineſs 


of the Perſon (as Luther obſerveth in his Preface to his 


Comment on Gal.) *tis to ſay, none who dye Infants 
are ſaved, or clſe that they are ſaved without Inherent 
Grace, ſaved and not ſanctified! In ſhort, *cis with 
the Sadduces to err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor 
the Power of God. 

If there can't be Seeds and Habits of Grace when 
Perſons want the Uſe or Exerciſe of Reaſon, then adult 
Believers, every Time when faſt aſleep and Old ones 
grown Childifh, are Unbelievers and Graceleſs Perſons. 

Men may as well ſay, Infants and old Heople grown 
Childiſh have no reaſonable Souls; becauſe they can't 
outwardly: diſcover them by rational Actings, as that 
they have no Grace, becauſe they can't outwardly diſ- 
cover it by. gracious Actings. 

To hold that Believers Infants are uncapable Sub- 
Jects of Grace, is to eſteem them, if not Brutes, yet 
#1 E 2 in 
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in a far worſe Condition than the very Heathens that 
are adult ; for, as all acknowledge, they are capable 
Subjects of Grace, and Multitudes of them have been 
— Partakers of it. 

But here we fee, that Infants are not only capable 
Subjects of Grace, but alſo capable in our Lord's Ac- 
count, of being held forth by him as Patterns to others 
that are grown, and that in this very Thing, the re- 
ceiving of Grace; which proves what Dr. Goodwin and 
others have ſaid, to be true, viz. That Infants are 
the pureſt Part of the Church. For here, they are held 
forth by Chriſt as Patterns to others. And in Matt. 
18. 2, 2, 4, 5, 6. They are ſet up by him as Patterns 
of Converſion, and of the Grace of Humility, even 
to his other Diſciples ; therefore let not grown Men 
ſcorn, diſdain, or forbid Children to be outwardly 
baptized with Water, of whom they ought to learn to 
be baptized in Heart. 

O,. It's ſaid, we do not read that Chriſt com- 
1 theſe Children to be baptized that were brought 
to him. 
Anw. Neither do we read, that he commanded 
thoſe grown Perſons to be baptized, who brought 
theſe Children to him. Perhaps, they and their Chil- 
dren too were baptized before: And Chriſt doth no 
where command Perſons to be Re- baptized. But un- 
leſs it were ſaid, as tis not, that theſe Children had 
not been baptized before, none can juſtly ſtumble at 
Chriſt's not commanding em to be baptized at this 
Time when he bleſſed them. 

Although here is nothing ſaid of the Baptiſm of 
ctheſe little young Infants that were brought to Chriſt, 
yet our Lord by his Affections, Words and Actions, 
declar'd them to be ſuch Perſons that many other 
Scriptures ſhew are to be baptized, if not baptized 


already. | 1 
1/}, They are ſuch that come to Chriſt ; for * 95 
. | ; ring- 
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bringing their Children to Chriſt, is accepted and 
eſteemed by him, as all one with Children's coming 
themſelves; he calls it their coming, /uffer litile Chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not Let all that 
fear God, beware of breaking this Command of 
Chriſt. For, | 
2dly, When his own Diſciples acted contrary to it, 


| and rebuked Children's coming to him in the Arms 


of their Parents, (compare J/a. 49. 22, 25.) He was 
much diſpleaſed, and called them to him. Our Lord 
approved the pious AF of thoſe who brought their In- 
fants to him; but was much diſpleaſed with his own 
Diſciples for oppoſing it. | 
34ly, The King himſelf declareth them to be of his 
Kingdom: He doth not ſay they were ſo under the 
Old Teſtament only, but they are ſo. Neither doth he 
barely ſay, they are S#djes of his Kingdom only, but 
that his Kingdom 7s of ſuch, or of ſuch is the Kingdom ;' 
which ſhews (what hath been before proved) that the 
Church and Kingdom of hriſt, is, and hath been in 
all Ages carried on and continued from Age to Age, 
by a Succeſſion of an Holy Seed, Mal. 2. 15.-Gen. 
17. 7. Deut. 7. 6, 7, 8, 9. Pſal. 78. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7. and 103. 7. and 105. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. and 127. 2. 
= 6. 13. and 59. 21. and 65. 23. Ezek. 37. 24, 25, 
26, 27, 28 | 
And thoſe converted from without, come in ſtill as 
ingrafted Branches, Rom. .1. 16, 17, 21, 24, 28. 
Eph. . 12, 13, 19. and 3. 6. Ja. 56. 6, 8. Exod. 12. 
48, 49. Ezek. 47. 22, 23. La. 14. 1. and Numb. . 14. 
4thly, Our bleſſed Lord, doth not limit his Com- 
mand to thoſe little Children then preſent, he ſaid 
not, ſuffer 7heſe little Children only, and forbid not 
theſe to come to me, but upon the Occaſion of 7heſe, 
declares the Privilege of all the Infants of Believers, 
laying, ſuffer little Children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of ſuch, not of theſe only, is the Kingdom. 
= E Since. 


* 
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Since Chriſt declares the Privilege of all the Chil- 
dren of Believers in all Ages, his Command muſt not 
be limited to the Diſciples only, bur is alſo obliging to 
all his Miniſters and Churches in all Ages, to /uffer 
eittle Chilaren to come unto him, and forbid them net, 
becauſe bis Kingdom is of ſuch ; as is alſo clear, by 
comparing this Command with Malt. 28. 20. 

g, Little young Infants are capable of outward 
viſible Signs of Grace, and of Grace itſelf; for theſe 
received Impoſition of Hands, an outward. Sign of 
Grace, and were bleſſed by Chriſt : Chriſt's Bleſſing, 
comprehends the Communication of all Grace, and 
Good Things to the Perſons bleſſed by him: Our Sa- 
Vviour took theſe Infants us in his Arms; put his Hands 
an them, and bleſſed tbem. Doth this look as if Chriſt's 
Hxart was ſet againſt them, to turn them out of his 
Church? What! Is Impoſition of Hands a Ceremony 
of, Excommunication, or caſting out of the Church? 
__ 64blz, Chriſt holds them forth as Patterns of Grace 
to all grown Perſons, as before: | 


Theſe Things put together, do fully manifeſt, that 


the Infants of the Faithful are ſuch Perſons, that many 
other Scriptures ſhew are to be baptized. For they 


are amongſt the Bleſſed Ones of Chriſt, ſuch of whom 


his Church and Kingdom conſiſteth, and ſo come un- 
der the Fellowſhip of his Diſciples, whom Chrilt 
commanded to be baptized, Yn 
 7thly, Another fit Occaſion was offered to our Bleſ- 
ſed, Jeſus, to ſpeak his Mind about Children, juſt be- 
fore his laſt Sufferings. The Children of Zian were jcy- 
ful in their Ning, R/alm 1 4.9. 2. Crying Hoſanna to the 
Sen of David, &c. Matt. 21. 9,115, 16. They did 
bleſs and welcome Chriſt's Coming, as well as their 
Parents: At which, ſome adult carnal Profrſſors 
Were ſore diſplenſed, and complained of them to Chriſt. 
But had they had theſe New Notions, or rather had 


ther beenduch a; Thing as an Anabaptiſt then bong | 
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and preſent, and a Capacity in theſe Babes to under- 
ſtand him, might not he, without complaining of them 
to Chriſt, have ſoon quenched their Zeal, damped 
their Joy, and ſtopt their Mouths himſelf, with theſe 
or the like Words to them: Alas, poor Children ! You 
have little Cauſe thus to rejoice at the Coming of your 
King ; you have more need to weep and lament that he 
is come ſo ſoon: For, according to our Doctrine which 
we affirm to be true, ye will be great Looſers, and will 
be ſet further off from God by his Coming. Now there 
are many precious Promiſes made to you ; ye are now with- 
in the Covenant, but Chriſt is come to revoke theſe Fro- 
miſes, and to blot your Names out of the Covenant, his 
Heart is ſet againſt you to turn you, and all ſuch as un 
are, out of his Church and Kingdom, into Satan's, and 
that for this only Reaſon, becauſe ye are Children : What 
mean you then, thus to bleſs and welcome Chriſt's Coming 
with theſe Hoſanna's ? What tho you are now Members 
of his Church, what tho' you are now viſible Saints, yet 
in a few Days ye ſhall be little Heathens every Child of 
you, unleſs any of you ſhould be ſo hap?y, as to die _ 
in four or five Days time before ye are caſt out, | 
within that Time Chriſt was to ſuffer. 

As this Doctrine muſt needs found harſh in the Ears 
of every ſuch Chriſtian, who walks in the Steps of the 
Faith of our Father Abraham, Rom. 4. 12. So tis 
contrary to the whole Drift of Holy Scripture, and to 
the tender Bowels of Chriſt to the Lambs of bis Flack, 
Ezeh. 37. 24, 25- Ja. 40. 11. Mark to. 13, 14. 14, 
16. Mark g. 36, 37. What had the Infants of the 
Faithful then done, to deſerve caſting out of the 
Church? Yea, what had they done to deſerve, that 
all ſuch Infants to the end of the World ſhould be caſt, 
or kept out for their Sakes? 

Can any Man imagine, that he who ſaid it is not meet 
40 take the Children's Bread and caſt it to the Dogs, i. e. 
Eg Ge eee themſelves, _ | 

4 
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caſt them to the Dogs, i. e. Heathen ; and that mecr- 
Jy for this Reaſon, becauſe they were Children, which 
was no Sin neither? 

In Merk 10. Chriſt bleſſeth young Children. Here in 
Matt. 21. they cry Hoſanna to him. There he owneth 
them to be of his Kinzdom : Here they own him to be 
Ibeir King, in calling him the Son of David. 

In Prov. 14. 28. we read, that in the Multitude of 
People is the King's Honour ; therefore they do act high- 
ly againſt he Kingly Honour of Chriſt, who endeavour 
to cut off from his Kingdom about one half of his 
People, viz. All the Infant Sec. | 

Ig this 21ſt of Matt. we find the Children of Zion 
were joyful in their King, crying, Hoſanna to the Son of 
David, at which ſome were ſore diſpleaſed, and com- 
plained of them to Chriſt their King. What, ſaith he? 
Doth he difown either them or their Act of Worſhip 
done to him? Nothing leſs. He vindicates them and 
their Worſhip by Scripture ; Have ye never read, out 
of the Mouth of Babes and Sucklings thou haſt perfetied F 
Praiſe ? Which our Lord quotes from Pſal. 8. 2. F 
Bleſſed be God for recording this Paſſage, for by it 
we ſee we may, and ought to vindicate our Children 
cubich Cai hath gracioufly given us, Gen. 33. 5. from 
Old Teftament Texts, as well as New, againſt any 
that ſhall: oppoſe their Rights and Privileges ; yea, 
though they be. but Babes and Sucklings, tor out of 
the Mouth of ſuch, God bath ordained Strength, Plal. 
8. 2. andi perfetted Praiſe, Matt. 21. 16. Will any 
day, that all this was without inherent Grace, and the 
working of the Holy Ghoſt in theſe Children? 
On all theſe Occaſions offered our Lord to declare 
his Mind and Will about Children, he faith not one 
Word of turning them out of his Church, or taking 
from them their Intereſt in the Covenant, and Right 
to.: partake. of its Seal and Token. But from his 
Words and Actions gn all theſe Occaſigns compared 
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together, *tis very clear and evident (thanks be to 
Chriſt) that he did not turn out, but continue and con- 
firm the Seed of Believers in theſe their ancient Privi- 
leges. Our Saviour's Coming was not to bring Loſs 
and Damage to the Infants of his People, by removing 
God's Favour, or the outward Tokens of it from 
them, nor to make them uncapable of either. 


P——_ 


_— 
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Oz. Tf it be ſaid, although Chriſt did not do it in 
Perſon, yet he might give his Apoſtles Com- 
miſſion to turn out the Children after his Reſurrection; 
for which there is much ſaid to little, or, rather, no 
Purpoſe, from Mett. 28. 19, 20. Which they ſay, 
was the Apoſtles Commiffien to Diſciple, and to Baptize 
thoſe whom they Diſcipled. 
Anſwer, The Apoſtles Taught, Diſcipled, and Bap- 
tized long before this, and furely, not without Com- 
miſſion neither. It's true, their Commiſſion which be- 
fore was limited to the Houſe of Irael, Matt. 10. 5, 
6, 7. is here revived and inlarged; they are now ſent 
to the Heathen to diſciple and baptize them alſo. But 
what is this to the turning out of Children ? Here is. 
not a Word of that in the Text, no nor in the Bible, 
— Teach all Nations, Baptizing them Teaching 
them to obſerve all Things whatſoever I have commanded 
you———Teach all Nations; Teach them what? A new 
Goſpel ? Not a Word of that in the Text. Muſt they 
teach, that the Covenant and Promiſes thereof as run- 
ning to Believers and their Seed was repeaPd ? No ſuch 
Matter. What is it then that Chriſt commanded 
the Apoſtles to teach? Teaching them to obſerve 
All Things whatſoever Jhave commanded you. 
One Thing that Chriſt had commanded them was this, 
to ſuffer the little Children to come unto bim, and forbid 


them .. 
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them not,” for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, to receive 


and not. deſpiſe them, Matt. 18. 2, 5, 10, 14. There- 
fore their Commiſſion was to diſciple, to receive into 
the Viſible: Kingdom and Church of Chriſt, the Little 
Chilaren with their Parents. oil | 
For if the Apoſtles muſt teach all Things whatſoever, 
which Chriſt had commanded them, then they muſt 
ſeach, that Chriſt would have little Children come 10 
Bim, and alſo that his Kingdom is of ſuch. And thus 
the Proſelytes in all Ages, until this very Time, when 
Chriſt ſent his Apoſtles to teach the Gentiles, were 
received into the Viſible Church, they and their Chil- 
dren with them. No Propheſy did foretel, no Words 
in their Commiſſion did command. them to alter and 
change the former Method of diſcipling and receiving 
the Children, together with their Parents : There- 
fore when Chriſt ſaid, Go, diſciple all Nations, they 
muſt needs underſtand it of ſuch as were Diſciples 
before. If it be ſaid, that under the New Teſtament, 
New Converts believed and were baptized, the Anſwer 
is ready, under the Old Teftament, Ihe Proſclytes, cr 
New Converts, believed and were circumciſed ; but this 
Was then no Objection againſt their Children, they 
were received and circumciſed alſo, therefore it ought 
to be no Objection now againſt receiving and bap- 
. rizing their Children. It's plain from Malt. 28. 19, 
20. that Chriſt commanded the Apoſtles, to baptizc 
thoſe Gentiles whom they diſcipled or p: ofelyted, for 
it's all one in Senſe : Now then, if their Commiſſion 
was (as it's clear it was) to diſciple Houſes as ſuch, 
f, e. the Parents with their Children, according 
to Chnit's own. Practice, Lake 19. 9. then their 
Commiſſion alſo, was to baptize Houſes as ſuch, 7. e. 
the Parents with their Children. Lea, the Apoſtles 
in the Courſe. of their Miniſtry ; which is the beſt Ex- 
poſition. of their Commiſſion) did both diſciple and 
ptize Houſes as ſuch ; therefore they had Commit- 
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fon-from Chriſt fo to do; for they had an infallible 
Spirit, and ſo both underſtood, and acted according 
to their Commiſſion in the Courſe of their Miniſtry. 
They made Diſciples and, baptized them, juſt as for- 
merly they made Proſelytes or Diſciples, and circum- 
ciſed them, them and their Children with them, ac- 
cording to God's Covenant with Abraham, which. Co- 
venant was never repeal'd ; ; no, nor the Childrens 
Names blotted out of the Fromiſes neither. Now, 
obſerve the Ajoftles Commiſſion explain d by their 
Preaching thro” the Aus. | 
As 2. 39. The Promiſe is to. you and t0: your Chil 
dren. Com are Gal. 3. 17, 29. AA 26. 6, 7. In 
which Texts, amongſt many others God's Covenant 
with Abraham is called The Promiſe: This Pro- 
miſe, the Apoſt les preach'd in their Firft Publick Ser- 
mon after Chriſt's Aſcenfion ; and when they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, ver. 4. Peter flauding up. 
with the Eleven (*rwas not Peter's Opinion only that 
The Promiſe was ſtill: to them: and their Children) ver. 
14, &c. preached to the People, and proved that 
Jeſus of Nazareth was both Lord and Chriſt a Saviour; 
and that they had firned greatly in crucifying bim 
They being convinced of both, cry out to the Apo- 
ſtles, what ſhall we de? Then Per ſaid to them 
Repent and be baptized every ane of you——— For The 
Promiſe, not a Promile only, but The Promiſes 
well known ta them, and diſtinguiſhed from other 
Promiſes,, by the Emphaſis of The Promiſe, 
The Promiſe is, not was only, but is ſtill. now under 
the New' Teſtament, to you and to your ( hildren. The 
Promiſe is a Motive to Repentance and Baptiſm: Re 
pent and be baptized,—— For the Promiſe is to you and 
to your Children, Acts 2. 38, 39. 
Let it be conſider'd, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks here, 
— to che n 0 of Abrabam, =_ a — 
OTE enn ur 
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Church of Fae, ver. 22, 6. (So many of them az 
were preſent) as conſiſting of Jews and Gentile-Pro- 
felytes, ver. 10, 14. that is, to both the natural Seed 
and. ingrafted Members. To both theſe the Apoſtle; 
thus-preach, even now- after Chriſt's Aſcenſion and 
- Pouring out the Spirit; The Promiſe, not a Promiſe 
only, but The Promiſe by way of Eminency : The 
Promi e is to you and 10 your Children. They hold 
forth 'one and the ſame Promiſe, equally and alike to 
both Jets and Proſelytes, and to the Children of each. 
Did the Apoſtles begin in this Firſt Sermon, as if 
they had received Commiſſion to turn out the Chil- 
dren, think you ? | 
As the Apoſtles in preaching to the Church of Mael, 
did comprehend the Children with their Parents un- 
der one and the ſame Promiſe, ſo alſo they did make 
the uſual Diſtribution of the World into two Parts, 
Nigh, and Afar off : And they put all the adult Viſi- 
ble Members, both Fews and Proſelytes, with the 
Children of each as ſuch on the one Side, and diſtin- 
guiſn them from all that were at that Time afar of, 
whether Adult, or Infants on the other Side. What 


Eph; 24 11. to 22. and 3. 6. Theſe Texts compar'd 
with this, As 2, 39. ſhew us what Promiſe it is 
which the Apoſtles declare is to them and to their Chil- 
dren; and alſo that on what Side the Parent is, on 
the ſame Side his Children are, whether in the Viſibl- 
Church or out; whether viſibly zigh to God, and his 
Covenant of Promiſe, and the Privileges thereof, or 
afar off, Strangers, Foreigners, &c. Here by the Way, 
let theſe Three Things be duly conſidered. | 
II. If Chriſt had given his Apaſtles Commiſſion to 
turn out the Children, then ſurely they would have 
done it; and if they had turn'd them out, it is unac- 
countably ſtrange that we ſhould no where read of 
their ſurning them out, nor of any complaining n 
| c 


- thoſe Terms [Nigh and Afar off] do import, ſce | 
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Believing Fews on that Account. Would they 


ho made ſuch a ſtir to have their ( hildren circum- 
ſed, and who were ſo angry with Paul upon a Ru- 


our that he forbad it, 425 21. 20, 21. Would they 


ind be contented and quiet, and ſay nothing, when 
iſe Ney ſhould ſe all their poor Infants gurn'd out of the 
be iible C hurch, out of the Covenant, and from an 


tereſt in the Bleſſings, Privileges and recious Pro- 
lifes thereof? What, not one amongſt ſo many 
houſands, that would ſo much as aſk a Reaſon of 
heir turning them out ? 

2dly, We find the Unbelieving Jews on all Occa- 
zons, were quarrelling with Chriſt. and with his Apo- 
tles, and againſt the Chriſtian Faith, becauſe their 
raditions, the Types and Ceremonies of Mo/es's 


ke Maw, the Holineſs of the l emple, Cc were diſcon- 
ts, MWinued. But (read the Evangeliſt and cis there is 
l. Not a Word againſt them, from the unbelieving Jews, 
he r any elſe, for ' diſcontinuing . Children's Church» 


emberſhip, .{braham's Covenant, or their Intereſt 
, In it. and its Privileges : Had theſe been diſcontinued, 
at | ere's no doubt but the Unbelieving Jews would 
de nuch more have objected and in ſted on them, as 
Waking far more againſt the Chriſtian Faith, and = | 
e Jews continuing in their Unbelief. 

3dly, The Children of the Jews and Pro/elytes, were 
ogether with their Parents in the Viſible Church and 
ingdom of God; in the Covenant, with a Right to 
s {partake of the Token thereof before Chriſt's Coming 
and Sufferings; if they were not fo afterwards, then 
hey were Loſers, and were ſet further off from God 
by Chriſt's Coming and Suffering; which is abſurd, 
and contrary to As 2. 39. and 3. 25. and to the 
hole Drift of Scripture. 

Well then, the Children of the Jews and Proſelytas 
vere in the Church, in the Covenant, with a Right to 
of the Viſible Token and Seal thereof 3 that 


Morning, 
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Morning, When amongſt others, 3000 of them ci 
and heard the Apoſtles and were bonvert 
to the Faith of Chriſt Jeſus, as the true Meſſias th 
was to come. When theſe 3000 Converts went aw 
that Day from the publick Worſhip, either their Chi 
dren were ſtill with them in the Covenant and Churc; 
Members, with a Right to the Seal of the Coveny 
even as they were in the Morning, or thy were ng 
Tf they were in chat Night, then Children are in {i 
with their Parents. If it be ſaid they were not in thy 
Night, then the Children were Loſers, and were f 
further off from God by their Parents Faith: This al 
is abſurd. What! The Parents Faith excommunicz 
the Child! This Doctrine of Excluſion doth unavoii 
' ably make Children Loſcrs, either by Chriſt's comin 
; — the World, or by the Patents coming to Chrik 
and therefore it can't be true. Nay it is, faith I 
Owen, againſt the whole Goſpel, once to imagine iti 
the leaſt Inſtance, 'Owen on Hob. Vol. 2. pag. 256, 257 
The Promiſe % 524 and to your Children, ani 
all that are afar off, even at mm as the Lord our Gi 
Gall tall. Some would liave this to be only 4 Prom | 
of the Gifts of Tongues, Propheſy, 200 Miracle, 
But that can't be granted, for the Promiſe is to them a 
to their Children as ſuch, and to all that the Lord jb: 
cull, even to the end of the World. But certain! 
Children as ſuch, and all call'd ones in all Ages, wer 
not to have the Gifts of Tongues, Propheſy and . 
races; neither was the Promiſe of ſuck Gifts ſui: 
to their Caſe, and fo could not have pacified the awaks 
ned and guilty Conſciences of this People. For Pet 
ſons might have theſe Gifts, and yet not be pardo 
and faved, Meal. 7. 22, 23. But take ihe Promi/e ac 
cording to Gal. 3. 175 29. Als 26. 6, 7. for the Cort 
nant which God made with Abrabamy and Pence” i 
Jaac and Jacob; and ſee how ſuitable it was to thei 


A Mitab'y. 18, 19, 20. Ibo is aGpdlike unto 4 
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that pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by the Tranſereſſion 
of the Remnant of bis Heritage? He retaineth not his An- 
ger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in Mercy. He will 
turn again, he will have Compaſſion upon us; he will 
ſubdue our Iniquities; and thou wilt caſt all their Sins 
into the Depths of the Sea. Thou wilt perſorm the Truth 
to Jacob, and the Mercy to Abraham, which thou haſt 
ſworn to our Fathers from the Days of old O] here is 
Balm indeed for a Wounded Conſcience in Abraham's 
Covenant. See Heb. 6. 13, 18. And that the Apoſtle 
here by the Promiſe, intended the Covenant of Promiſe 
made with Abraham, let himſelf explain himſelf in his 
very next Sermon to this People, in that parallel Place 
to this, As 2. 39. with Chap. 3. 13, 19, 25. Com- 
theſe Texts, and it will be plain. ws 

1/t, That that which he calls the Promiſe in one 
Sermon, he calls the Covenant which God made with 
their Fathers in the other, even with Abrabam, & c. 
2dly, That thoſe who are the Children of the Cove- 
nant, both Jets and Proſelytes, the Fromiſe, or Cove- 
nant,” is to them and to their Children, even now, 
fince Chriſt's Aſcenſion and pouring out of the Spirit. 
2dly, That this Promiſe to all the Viſible Chiidren 
of the Covenant, as running to them and to their 
Children, is to be preached to them as a Motive to 
Repentance, &c. | | 2 
4thly, That this Preaching was abundantly bleſſed 
of God, and made effectual to many thouſands of 
them, both Jews and Proſelytes. The Firſt Sermon to 
3000, As 2. 41. The Second, to 5c00, AA, 4. 4. 
Or as ſome to 2000, which being added to the $000, 
made the whole Number (ſay they) 5000. However, 
here was 5000, if not $000, to whom in Two Ser- 
mons, this preaching of the Covenant was effectual, 


they being Children of the Covenant which God made 


with the Fathers, with Abraham, &c. Although they 
were not all Natural Children of Abraham's Body, 
| yet 
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et being the Children of Abraham's Covenant, The 
romile 7s ts them and to their Children, and is ſo 
preached by the Apoſtles, to move them to repent, 
and be baptized. That the Auditory were both Jew; 
and Gentile Proſelytes : See As 2. 10, 14. And that 
the Word was effectual to both, is plain; for the Nez 
Teftament Church did preſently after conſiſt of both 
Greeks and Hebrews, ifts.6. 1. and in ver. 5. we read 
An one of the ſeven Deacons was a Proſelyte. 
Sthhy, That Baptiſm, the New Sign, is — to 
ancient Promiſe or Covenant of God, be ba pli- 
zed For the Promi e is to jou and to your Children, 
with Col. 2. 10, 11, 12. Gal. 3. 27, 28, 29 
_. 6zbly, In both theſe Places, the Aroſtles give a hint 
of the Calling the Gentiles into Abraham's Covenant, 
and the Privileges thereof, As 2. 39. and 3. 25 
Obj. It it be ſaid, that the Promile, as to thoſe afar 
off, 1s limited to thoſe of them 9 whom the Lord 
ſhould call, As 2. 39. 

Anſw, Tis true, the Promiſe is not to thoſe that 
ſhould live and die afar off, Strangers, Foreigners, 
for then it muſt be to the whole World of Heathen: 
and Idolaters, living and dying ſuch ; but to ſuch of 

the Heathen whom che Lord. ſhould call, and bring 
near to himſelf in his Church, to be his Covenant 
People. | And it hath been the Lord's Way in all Ages, 
to call, to receive into his Church, into his Covenant, 
the Infant Seed with the Parents, as hath been pro- 
ved; as the Praſelytes formerly were received, they 
and their Children with them, ſo ſuch Gentiles, though 

eater Numbers under the New Teſtament, were 
called and received, they and their Children 
25 them, as is clear from the Propheſies before · men- 
tioned : They were to be callgd by Fatherhoods and 
Kindreds, As 3. 25. with Gem 12. 3. 
Anſw. adh, When any of the adut Gentiles are 
calld, then ihe Promiſe is to them be ſure: And 1 
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alſo certainly the Duty of every. ſuch called one, to 


ſearch what the Promiſe is, that he is now come ander, 
that he may embrace it by Faith: But tbe Promiſe. is, 
that God will be a God to him and to his Seed. So the 
Covenant runs, Gen. 17. 7. And converted Gentiles 
are ſaid to take hold of the Covenant, Ja. 56. 6. And 
the Token of the Covenant was applied to them, and 
to their Seed, Exad. 12. 48. The Promiſe is to you and 
to your Children ; and ſo to. embrace it, is to be of 
Abrabam's Faith; and thoſe Gentiles that do ſo, are as 
truly the Children of the Promiſe; as Jaac We 
wan, G-a 8 
in boch hee parallel Texts, 41 2. 39. and 3. 25. 
The Apoſtle did foretel the calling of ſome 
Gentiles, who were then afar off, into the F ellowſhip of 
this Promiſe and Covenant of Abraham, under wich 
the Jews and Proſelytes, and their Children, then were. 
In Abraham's Covenant it's . promiſed, that in his 
Seed ſhould all the Nations of the Earth; be bleſſed, Gen. 
22. 18. and that in bim (bould all Families of the Earth 
be bleſſed, Gen. 12. 3. As the one foretold that the 
Goſpel was to be preached to all Nations, ſo the other 
foreſhew'd that it ſhould take Effect, and be carried 
on in the Way of Families, or Fatherhoods, in all theſe 
Nations; which Families, or F atherboods, are called 
Kindreds, Atts 3. 256. Now thoſe Who would exclude 
the Infants of the Faithful, ought to prove, that Pry 
are not a-kin to their own Pareuts; but till then, 
ſhall take them to be ſo near a-kin, as to be the wer 
cipal Kindred here. meant : And the parallel Place, 
Atts 2. EA with Multitudes of other Texts afore 
Mi 1 our ſo doing. 
Hr 2.47. it's ſaid, The Lord 70 to the Church 
ai Mech, 27 ze gaved : Therefore the Infants of 
ple were , added to the Church with their Pa- 
BON o deny chis, is to ſay, that the Lord will not 
ave them if they die r contrary to the * 
2 
| 2 


Tenour of Scripture, and contrary to the Belief of 
the Church in all Ages. 2 * PR 21640 

Compare Hels 2. 39. . 9. Air. 14. and 
16. 3. where we xe. ry the 18e 1. e. Children 
of Believers ſhould be 6aved. And in this, Als 2. 47, 
we are told, that fuch as ſhould be Saved were added 
to the Church; therefore the Children were added 
with their Parents to the Church in the New Teſtament. 

In As 7. we find Stephen, preaching the Covenant 
of God with Abraham ; but faith nothing of its being 
repealed, changed, c. ver. 5, 7, 8, 32, 34- 

This Doctrine of the Covenant and Fruit thereof, iz 
avouched by an Angel from Heaven, 4#s 11. 13, 14. 
who faid, he Hall tel thee Words, whereby Thou, and 
all thyDoule Hall be Saved. TheGofpel is carried 
on by Houtholds ſtill, according to Gen. 17. Exod, 12. 

Ag. Paul preaches in the Synagogue, to both 
Fews and Proſelytes, ver. 14, 15, 16, 26, 43, andcalls 
them both the Children of the Fathers, to whom the 
Promiſe was made, ver. 32, 33.with Ar 3.25. Andasthe 
other Twelve Apoſtles had done before, fo alſo Paul 


preaches the Covenant of Abrabam, ver. 16, 17, 26, 


232, 33. and his yes, bleffed to many, ver. 43. 
The Apoſtte Pa 
the Fathers to the Fews and Proſelytes only, but he 
reached the ſame to the Gentiles alſo, on the next 
abbath Day, as may be gathered from ver. 42, 44. 
The fame Word which was firſt preached to the Jews, 
ver. 46. at which the Gentiles were glad, many 
believed, ver. 48. Thus we ſee, that the ſame Cove- 
nant of the Fathers or Goſpel which the Fews and Pro. 
ſelytes had, we have alſo, according to Gal. 3. 8, 14. 
The Covenant of Hrabam, which comprehends the 
Offspring with the Parents, is ſtill continued to us 
Gentiles, being one of thoſe Gifts of God of which he 
never repented, Rom. 11. 28, 29. | 
Acts 16. 14, 15. The Lord opened Lydia's Heart, - 
* - 2 
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Be atlemleũ to the Things ſpoken by Paul, and then was 
baptized, and ber Houſbold: When this was done; 
„e bejoiught bim and his Company to come into her Heis e, 
did abide there. Her Plea was, if you have judged me 
to be fail hful to the Lord. Can it be thought that they 
would Have babtized her in her own Perſon, if they 
had not judg' d her to have Faith? No ſurely. I ſup- 
poſe ſhe pleads her Farhfulneſs with Reſpect to Aa- 
bans Covenant, in having her Houſhold baptized 
aſſdon as ſhe was baptized herſelf. For the People 
of God, were not to come in and abide, and ſo have 
Commumion with any Gentiles, as Saints, till ſuch Per- 
ſons, and rhei Seed, received the Token of the Cove- 
| rant, Gen 17. Exod 12. The Words are emphatical. And 
when She was baptized and Der ouſhold, Ve be- 
fang hu Paul and his Company, if ye have judged me to be 
| fatbful to the Eord, come into my Houſe and abide there. 
And in this, As 16. 29, 30, 31. the awakened 
Jayler cries out to Pam and Silas, Strs, what muſt I do 
to be ſaved? They anſwered him, Believe on the Lord 
= Jeſus Chriſt, and thon ſhalt be ſaved nd thy Houſe, 
The Jaylor was a Gentile, a Stranger from the Covenant 
e Promiſe; he only afks, What muſt I do to be ſaved ? 
Not how'ſhalt Tan my Houſe (i. e. Children) be ſaved ? 
| Yet! Paul and Silas were ſo full of this bleſſed Doctrine 
of the Covenant, that they would not anſwer his Que- 
| ſion imply, as h&afked it for himſelf alone, but ſay 
they Belibve; and' thin ſhalt be ſaved and thy Houſe: 


Compare Late 19. 9. Jer. 32. 39: 

hen the Apoſtles Nr to The Church of 1/raet, 
both eto ahd* Profelyres who. were in Covenant, they 
lay, The Promiſe iS w you and to your Children, As 2. 
39. And v are 1b Children of the Covenant, s 3. 
25. But tothe Gentiſes, out of Covenant, the Tenſe is 
changed, Believe, and tbon halt be ſaved and thy Houſe. 
If it be objected, that mary Preachers now obſerve 
no ſuch Diſtinction im their Preaching, my Anfwer is, 
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let that Practice of theirs ſhift for itſelf as well as it 
can; I ſee not how it can be juſtified. 
' Chriſt commandeth to ſearch the Scriptures of the 
Old Teſtament, John 5. 39. And in Ads 17, 10, 11, 12. 
the Jews at Berea are highly commended for their 
daily examining the Doctrine of Paul and Silas, by 
the Scriptures of the Oli Teſtament (the New Teta. 
ment not being then written) therefore Paut and Silas, 
did not exclude Believers Infants, did not revoke 
Abraham's Covenant, and the Promiſes made to the 
Children of the Faithful, nor deny the Seal and Token 
of the Covenant to the Infant Seed, becauſe. ſuch 
Doctrines would not bear bei examined by the Oli 
Teſtament Writings : Had Paul and Silas preached ſuch 
New Doctrine, they might (as ſome do now) have 
forbidden the Uſe of the Old Teſtament Scriptures in this 
Caſe, might have put by all with this, They are Ol 
Teſtament Texts: But inſtead of this, we find the Jeu. 
at Berea were in their Duty, when they brought Doc- 
trines to the Teſt of the Old Teſtament Writings ; and 
ſurely, that which was their Duty, can't beour Crime ar 
8 this, 42s 17. 11, 12. it's clear, that the Doc. 
trine, which would exclude Believers Infants, is not 
true, becauſe it will not bear, but. continually flie 
* the Teſt of the Scriptures written in the Ol Te 
ament. $1119VO. 
In Acts 26. 6, 7 the Apoſtle of the Gaile ſums 
up the Doctrine which he ſuffered for, in this Phraſe, 
The Hope of the Promiſe made of Gad to our Fathers; z the 
fame Promiſe, that the Hope of all the Twelye Tribe 
was ſet upon, in their ſerving God manly Dey and 
Night. Compare Heb. 11. 12, 13. 
And in As 26. 22. He is giving an .ccount 'of his 
whole Doctrine, which he witneſſed to, both to Smal Þ 
and Great; and yet telleth us that he ſaid none oth? 
T bings than thoſe, which the Prophets and Maſes did 4 


hhould come. Therefore holy Paul ſaid not a Wer 
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| of turning the Infant Seed out of the Church, out of 
the Covenant, or from their Right, to partake of its 
Token and Seal, becauſe Moſes and the Prophets never 
foretold their turning out: But they did foretel the 
- & contrary, that they ſhould not be turned out, but 
aud be as aforetime, Fer. 30. 9, 20. with ch. 31. 1. 
I. 44. 3, 4. and 61. 8, 9. and 66, 22, 23. and 65. 23. 
„ Exel. 37.24, 25,20, 855 28. Zech. 10. 6, 7, 8, 9. P/al. 
102. 28. So that the Church under the New 7 gſtament, 
is built on the Foundation (i. e. Doctrine) of the Apoſtlas 
and Prophets; for they laid not Two Foundations to 
build the Church on; the Prophets one for the Jetos, 
that would carry both Adult and Infants; and the 
Apoſtles another for the Gentiles, that woyld bear none 
but adult Perſons ; no, they laid but One Foundation, 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stone, Eph. 
2. 20. They which are of Faith are Abraham's Children, 
| have the ſame Goſpel he had, and are bleſſed with him ; 
bis Bleſſing is come on them, they are Heirs according to 1 
* The Promiſe, Gal. 3. 7, 8, 9, 14, 29. Their Chil- | 
dren are Holy, 1 Cor. 7. 14. | j 
The Apoſtles preached according as the Prophets 
propheſied; they preached the Covenant, as inclu- 
ding and comprehending the Children with their Pa- 
rents. Thus *twas preached through the Od Teſta- 
nent, and thus *twas preached through the New Teſta- 
| ment, both by our Lord Jeſus and his Apoſtles, as | 
hath been ſhewn : So that this new Doctrine of Ex- ; 
cluſion, or caſting out of Infants, is contrary to the | 
Doctrine of the Prophets, contrary to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and contrary to the Doctrine of the Apoſtles; 
and therefore is to be deteſted and detected. | | 
If Believers Infants, were not of the Number of | 
God's Covenant-People within his Church and King- | 
dom, but Members of Satan's Kingdom, then, were | 
they of all Mankind moſt miſerable : For through all 
Mes, they have been on the Church's Side, have 
. F 
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artook with the Church in her Sufferings; the Churches 
e have been their Enemies, and great Numbers 
of them have been maſſacred and martyr'd with their 
Parents, for the Cauſe of Chriſt and his Goſpel ; 
which ſhews, Satan knows better than to think them 
of his Kingdom, for that is not divided againſt itſelf, 
Matt. 12. 25. Yea, the Infant Seed of the Church 
ſeem in a particular Manner, to be the Ohjects of the 
Rage and Cruelty of Satan and his Inſtruments, as 
knowing the Church is continued chiefly by a Suc- 
ceſſion of an Holy Seed. The firſt Perſecution of 
Abraham's Seed, fell on his Infant Seed, the little 
Child Jaac, at the Time of his Weaning, being per- 
ſecuted by Jhmael, an Egyptian by Mother's Side, Gen. 
21. 8, 9. Gal. 4. 29. And in Egypt, Satan by Pharach, 
ſceks the Deſtruction of 4brabam's Infant Seed as ſoon 
as born, commanding the Midwives to kill tbem; that 
Project failing, they are committed to the very Mob: 
He charg d all bis People. to caſt them into the. River, 
Exc". 1. 15, 16, 18. 22. . As 7. 19. And about 


- 4 
= 


eighty Years after, the Church's Enemy fought ta | 


hinder the Redemption of the Infant Seed, Exod 10. 
10, 11. This cruel Rage of the Enemy, was againſt 
Chriſt himſelf when an Infant, and it reached to the 
killing of many of the Infants of the Church, even al 
the Children in Bethlehem, and the Coaſts thereaf, 1 
two Years old aud under, Matt. 2. 13, 16, 17, 18. 
Why ſhould it ſeem ſtrange to any, that cb. Infants 
of God's People ſhould be Members of his Vifible 
Church? | 
Was not our Lord Chriſt, when an Infant, not only 
a Member, but the Mead of the Church? 
And did not our blefled Saviour, by paſſing thro' 
the State of Childhood in the Church, ſanctify that 
Eſtate to Children in the Church ? 

Yea, did not his lying in the Womb of a Believer, 
ſanctify that Eſtate alſo to Infants in the. Womb? 1 

I wou 
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1 would humbly intreat ſuch as fear God, not to 
deſpiſe and perſecute theſe little Members of Chriſt: 
Doth not our and th Saviour forbid deſpiſing them? 
Matt. 18. 2, 10. And was nat mal excommuni- 
cated,” for perſecuting a little Child at the Time of his 
Weaning, Gen. 2 1. 4, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14. with Gal. 4. 29, 
30. And Was hot Chriſt much diſpleaſed with his own 
Diſciples, for hindering Infants coming to him? 
It's evident, chat the New Teftament Believers did 
look on their Infants as 4 Part of God's People, within 
his Covenant and Church-Members, from their ſo 
| frequent and ſharp contending to have them circum- 
ciſed ; which they could not have deſired on any other 
| Account, . than as they were Church-Members, and in 
Covenant, As 15. 1, 2, 7,10. with As 21. 20, 21. 
From theſe two Places compar'd, it's alfo clear, that 
| the Infants of Believers, are accounted and called Diſ- 
: > ciples in the New Toftament : And the Apoſtle aſſerts, 
* © they are Holy, or Saints, 1 Cor. 7. 14. 1 
In Rom. 11. 16, 17, Sc. we read of an Holy Rœot; 
2 tbe Root and Fatne/s of the Olive-Tree, from which 
' | 2 ſore of the Natural Branches were broken off, and into 
which, others were grafted in their room. | 
Nee. What are we to underſtand by this Holy 
| Root and good Olive-Tree ? 
Hnſev. It, Not the Covenant of Works ; for Be- 
hevers are not grafted into, but delivered from that 
ts WY Covenant 
* 24ly, Not Jeſus Chriſt neither, as I humbly con- 
| ceive, becauſe the Apoſtle is not here ſpeaking of 
1Crict, but of the Fathers, and of God's Covenant that 
de made with them, ver. 1. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29. Yet 
„i any think that Chriſt was meant, the Argument 
from thence for the Infants, would be ſtill the ſame. | 
3dly, Not Mount Here's Covenant, nor the Jew- 
" [5 Church State conſider'd as National under one 
| High-Pricſthood, for theſe were aboliſhed by Chriſt. 
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© 4thly, No, nor Abraham neither, as a Natural Fa. 
ther, ſimply fo conſidered ; for as ſuch, none of his 
Natural Poſterity could be broken off from him by 
Unbelief, or grafted into him by Faith; for whether 
they believed or not, they were ſtill his Natural Po- 
ſterity, and he their Natural Father. 
Stb, Therefore, I underſtand by this Holy Root, 
Abraham, as a Covenant-Father, and the Covenant of 
Promiſe, that God made and eſtabliſhed with him and 
his Seed, Gen. 17. 7, Sc. which Covenant, God re- 
newed-and confirmed to Jaac and Jacob, Pſalm 105. 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10. and is therefore often in Scripture called 
the Covenant or Promiſe of the Fathers, or which he 
made to, or with the Fathers, As 13. 32, 33. Rom. 
15. 8. And many Ages after, when God gives out the 
Bleſſings of the Covenant, he is ſaid to perform the 
"Truth to Jacob, and the Mercy to Abraham, which be 
Bad feworn to our Fathers, Micah 7. 18, 19, 20. Luk: 
I. 54» 55» 69, to 75- | 4 
By the good Olive-Tree, I underſtand, the Church if 
God, conſider'd as Viſible, as growing on, and receiving 
its Fatneſs, that is, Privileges, from this Hol) Root, or | | 
Covenant. - This agrees with the Current of Scripture, 3 
and with the Context, Rom. 11. 1, 25, 26, 27, 28, % ſÞ 
with ver. 15, 16, 17. Theſe Verſes compar'd, ſhes 
that the Apoſtle ſpake of the Fathers; and this Cove 4 
nant made with them, both before, and immediately at- | 
ter his Diſcourſe of the Holy Root and good Olive-Tree. | 
By Natural Branches, we are to underſtand all who « 
were born within the Church and Covenant, Gal. 2. 
- 15. ſuch who were deſcended from former Proſelytes 
as well as ſuch that were deſcended lineally from 4 
- braham's Loins, Numb. 15. 13, to 17. Jobn 4. 22 
Ezek. 47. 22. and 16. 20, 21. Both Hebrews of the 
- Hebrews (as Paul was) and Hebrews of former Proſc 
* Iytes were Na/ural Branches of the good Olive-Tree. Fo 
the After Poſterity of Proſelytes, that ſettled among 
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2. and continued in the Church of Iael, were not in 
us after Ages called Proſelytes and Strangers, but Fews; 
by Iſraelites, or Hebrews ; yea ſometimes,” the Proſelytes 
er © themſelves were called Ferws, Eſtb. 8. 17. And Fether 
-an Mmaelite, being become a Proſelyte, is called an | 
Vraelite, 1 Chron. 2. 17. with 2 Sam. 1 | 
x, In this Rom. 11, the Holy Root is ele of, as Jil 
of © # being as a Root, now under the New 7. amen“. 
nd And the Good Olive-Tree is ſpoken of, as ill 
e. Panding and retaining its Fatneſs : Some of the Branches 
were broken off from it indeed, but the Tree was not 
broken down as ſome would have it. In ver. 24. we 
read of another Olive wild by Nature, not within 
Chriſt's Garden incloſed, Cant. 4. 12. but of the 


from the Covenant of Promi ſe, Aliens, Foreigners, &c. 
Eph. 2. 11. to the end. 

Again, we read that ſome, not all, of the NET 
Branches were broken off from the good Olive-T ree; and 
that ſome Branches were cut out 9 the wild Olive. 82 
and were grafted into the good Olive-Tree. 

No the Queſtion is but this, whether the Children 
of thoſe I/raelites that were broken off, were broken 
off with their Parents? And whether the Children of 
thoſe Gentiles that were ingrafted, were ingrafted with 
their Parents? 
Anfw. 1ſt, It's clear from many Texts .of Hol 
Scripture, that Infants are called Buds (rendred Off- 
0 ſpring) of their Parents, who are the Branches out of 
. which they bud and ſpring: Nay, when a Branch 
5 hath budded, theſe Buds are on the Branch as a Part 
6 thereof; ſo that if a Perſon break off a Branch from 
. A Tree, when it hath Buds on it, he breaks off the 
: Buds with the Branch. And *tis Matter of Fact, that 
when theſe Branches of the Good Olive-Tree were 
broken off, their Buds, their Offspring were broken 
off with them, and ſo continue to this very _— . 
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And 4be-ingrafting of che Grutilus muſt be ſuitable 
>the breaking the Fetus off, ver. 17. As they were 
broken off, ſo the other were ingrakted 3 but they were 
broken off, they and their Buds, or Offspring, with 
them; therefare the Gentiles wert ingrafted, they and 
their Buds, or Offspring with then. 
and their Children were broken off with them; ſome 
Gentile Parents profeſſedly received Chriſt,” and their 
Children were ingrafted with them: As the Fews In- 
fants were broken off with their Parents, although 
they did not, could not expres their actual Unbelicf, 
ſo the Gentile Infants were ingrafted with their Parents, 
although they did not, could not expreſs their AQual 
Faith. This is what had been all along under the 
* al — L Proſelytes were 52 with 
their Infants, who were no more capable of expreſſing 
Actual Faith, than our Infants are. | 
day, The ingraſted Branches could not be ſaid to 
have à mutual Fellowſhip, or to partake with the Jews 
of the Root and Fatneſ of the Olive-Tree, as they are, 
ver. 14.) if they had not the ſame Privilege as Branches 
Natural Branches had for theirs, for then they would 
want one of the chiefeſt Privileges which the Natural 
Branches enjoyed. For a Branch to partake of the 
Noot and Fatheſrof the Olive Trte, is to have Sap and 
Virtue from the Root to live, grow, and bud; and 
for its Buds to become Branches, and bear Buds, Sc. 
ſo long as they abide in the Root. 
Za, In ver. 22. God's Act to the Branches broken 
off, his called his Severity on them; and his Act to- 
wards the ingrafted Branches, is called his Goodneſs 
towards them. Tis evident, that this Act of Severi- 
ty, reached to the breaking off the unbelieving Jews 
and their Seed with them; therefore this Act of 
Goodneſs to Gem ile Believers, did ſuitably reach * 
54 the 
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che ingrafting of Believing Gentiles, and their Sced 
with them, To deny this, is to ſay, that God's Gaodnefs 
is not ſo great in ingrafting New Branches, as bis Se- 
ver ily in breaking off Old Ones, contrary to ver. 14, 
31. and to the current of Seripture. 0 
a In ver. 29, 24, Ac. there is a Promiſe, that 
the 76895, in the latter end, {hal be grafted into their 
own Olive- Ties; therefore their own Olive is not cin 
down, but ſtands with the old Privilege of Parents, 
haviag their Children in Covenant with themſelves, 
and myſt ſtand and continue till the ct Converſion, 
becauſe then they are to be grafted into their um Oùur 
from, whence they were broken off : And when the 
Jews are greited in again, their Buds. or Offspring, 
ſhall be ingrafted with them; and fo al Iſrael ſball be 
ſaved, as it is ritten, for this is my Covenant, &c. ver. 
26, 275 28 with La. 59. 20, 21, Exzek, 37. 24, 25z 26. 
Zech. 10. 6, 7, 8, g. From theſe, and many other Texta 
tis clear, that when the Jes are called, they ſhall be 
received into the Covenant of the Fathers, into their 
e, Olive, they and their Children with them: Theres 
fore the Gentiles were, and are ingrafted, they and their 
Children with them, elſe there is no Suitableneſs be- 
f(wixt the grafting in of the Jews and of the Gentiles, 
cantrary to the Scope of this, Rom. 11. 
And further, if the Buds and Offspring of the Cen- 
tile Believers, are nat ingraftcd with their Parents, 
then when the 7ews come in with their Offspring, there 
will be a Schiſm in the Church, as to the Enjoyment of 
Privileges z one Part of it having their Children Mem- 
bers thereof, when the ſame ia denied to the other Part 
of the Church; and this too, when bath Parts are ag 
to their Right, but ingrafted. But the Frys, one of 
Parts will be ingrafted with their Offspring ; 
therefore the other Part, viz, the Gentiles, are ingraft- 
ed with their Offspring. They, both Few and Geu- 
(ue Believers, will then in the ame Way, — 
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be in one and the ſame Olive; and there. 

-muft! neceſſatily both enjoy the ſame Privileges, 

which naturally flow from the fame Root, which arc 

called the Fatneſ of the Olive. Children dne 
_ Olive-Plants, Fal. 128. 3. 

„ gthh, In ver. 1. *tis lad, ſome: of the Branches 

weiz broken off, therefore not all; and ver. 20. be- 
© cauſe of Unbelief they. were broken off. Therefore 
none Who believed, were broken off from the good 
Olive, and the Root and Fatneſs thereof, but food as 
before, tbey and their Children with them, as natural 
Branches in their own Olive. 
And there were many, yea great Multitudes which 
ſa ſtood: For this, to omit many other Texts, {ce 
and compare theſe few, Mart: 3. 5, 6. with John z. 
26. and 4. 1. 1 Cor. 18. 4, 5, 6, 7. Ads 2. 41. and 44. 
and 21. 20. Thou ſeeft how many thouſands of Jews ther! 
are which believe, tis many M S, i. e. many tens 
of: thouſands. Lea, their Number was ſo great, that 
they have the Title of all the 7 rwekot Tribes given 
them, James 1. 1,”2, 3. And One Hundred orty 
Four Thouſand '//raelites are ſealed, Rev. 7. 4. 

Theſe were all Natural Branches, who need as 
| ſochin their own Olive Tree, they and their Buds with 
them. And if the Genti/e Branches who were in- 
grafted, were not ingrafted with their Buds, then here 
was the ſame Schiſm in the Primitive Church; the 
Jews one Part, having their Children in the Church 
as Members. thereof; when the Gentiles, the other 
Part of the Church, was denied this Privilege; and 
this Schiſm too would very often, if not continually 
have fallen out, in one and the ſame particular Church 
planted by the Apoſtles. To inſtance in a few. In the 
Church at 2 were both Fews and Greek Proſe- 
lytes, Als 6. i, 5. In the Church of Rome were both 
Jews and Gentiles, Acts 28. 17, 24. with Rom. 7. 1 
and 11. 13. In the Church of Corinth alſo, As 16. 
4 3 1 1. 47 
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1: 48,10, In the Church of Epheſus, Acer 20. 17, 
20, 21. And Theſſalonica, oſs 17. 1, 2, 3,4. And 

Antioch,” Acts 11. 19, 20, 26. with 13. 1. And the 
other Amtioch | in Piſidia, - Afts 13. 14, 13, 16, 26, 43. 
with ver. 42. 44,48. And Tconium,. Afs 14. 1. In all 
theſe Churches, there were both Jews. and] Gentiles, 
but there was no ſuchSchiſm in the Primitiye Churches, 
for the Gentiles were made one with, brought; into, and 
enjoyed the ſame Privileges as the Jews did, and with 
them, partooł of the Root and Fatneſs of the Olive Free, 
Eph. 3. 6. Acts 15. 8,9. Gal. g. 28,29. Rem. 10. 12, 


8 13. Col. 3. II. Rom. 1 1. 16. tolthe End. 


And as the Names of the Twelve A es are in 
the Foundations, ſou re the Names of,, the 'Lyelve 
Tribes of Hrael, in the Gates of the new. Jeruſalem, 
ſhewing their Oneneſs in Doctrine, Rev. 2 1. 12, Me | 
The ſame Goſpel was preached to both Zews and 
Gentiles, Achs 13; hou 343744543. Row. 1 16. 
Hell. g. 5137 6. and As, 7. 87s 38. ale 
fore the. ſame — or, Covenant, and Pri | 
thereof," are by Grace through Faith, 16 both Jew and 
Gentile, Rom. 4. 16, 17. Gal. 3. 7, 14, 28, 29. 

Lob 2. 11. to ver. 6. in Ch. 3 ſheweth chat one 
great End of the Death of Chriſt, Was to; bting tir 
Seiten the ſame Covenant e Promiſe and Frivi- 
wt which the Church of Jrael enjoy'd ; the Church 

gol were both: Adult and Infants. 511 2. 

The Apoſtle telleth the Epheſians, ** in them the 
other Churches of the Gentiles, what their Condition, 
with Refpe& to the Covenant and Privileges thereof, 
was before, hen in Heatheniſm ; and what it was now, 
they were Chriſtian: Remember, faith he, 4g ge 
being in times paſt Gentiles in the Fleſb, who' are called 
Uncireume/ion (the fame with unbaptized*;now); the 
Uncircumciſion were both Parent — Child, and ſo 
was the Circumciſion. Ye were Aliens from the Commay- 


a ealth of Jrael, and Strangers from the Covenants of 
1 Promi ſe 


78 Me Infants Cane Pleaded, 
Promiſe (Tea, and ſome weld have them do ſo it!) 
ho faith he; now: ye are no more s and' Stray. 
ad but Fellow-Citizt#ns,' &c. Therefore be ſure, they 
the very ſame Franchiſes and Privileges for them. 
ſelves and Seed, which before did belong to the Citi. 
tens as ſuch; for they are made Pellow-Citizens, al 
having but one and the fame Charter, viz. The Coe 
8 which runs to Believers and theit 
And therefore are here ſiid to de of the fac Com: 
mon-Wealth: ot the ſame City, of the fame Temple, of 
the ſame Houſpold; yea, to be Fellow-Heirs, and of 
the fame Boch, and Partakers of bis Promiſe; yea, to 
be. Built on one and the ſame Foundation, which was 
laid by the Apoſtles and Prophets, (for they laid but 
one Foundation of Doctrine to build the Church on) 
what Words can be clearer and fuller to e any 
Fhing, than theſe uſed here by: the Hol / Ghoſf ate, te 
tlie of the Cenm Churches, to — 
the very ſame that the Chuteli of Mael enjoydi; and 
all by Virtue of the ſame Covenant of Promiſe; from 
which che Genrile Churches were in Time paſt Stranger: 
afar oy — now were mat ng dy the Blvod of Chxijt 
| 7 de Panke is to deny che Death 
and and Need Jeſi "Chrift) as" YOU great End 
thereof. * 7 iH 
Alſo hive f is to be biw that e Church under 
thie New Toflamient, is called a'Commoen-Wealth, a 
_ City, an Houſhold; every of which Terms, — 
imply and include Children as Parts and 
thereof; except Perſons will ſay, Children are no 
Part, no Members of à Common Wealth, City, ot 
Heuſhoſd, which would be abſurd. Nay; Children 
are thoſe Pillars of the Cotnmon- Wealth, City, and 
Houſe, without which they could not be upheld and 
continued long in the World. 
* as che Church of Chriſt, even now under the 
| New 
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Nu Nfmment, is called a Common-Wealth, a City, 
an Houſhold, all which, are Terms that imply and in- 
clude Men, Women and Children, as the Parts and 
Members thereof; ſo are we to underſtand them here; 
as is further clear from what follows in the Fifth and 
Sixth, Chapters, where they are all expreſſy named. 
When the Apoſtle came to ſpeak particularly to the 
ſeveral Members of the Church, about their relative 
Duties, he ſpeaks to Parents and Children, as well ag 
tw Huſhands and Wives, Sc. and yet writes to none 
but Viſible Saints and Church-Members. Paul an 
ele , 2 Chrift——-to the Saints which are at 
ſus Mies ſabmit— Huſdams love Children 
obey your Parents iu the Lord; Pathers provoke not 
your Children to Wrath, but bring thenr up in the Nur- 
ture and Admonition of the Lord. Here the Children of 
the Church are exprefly called Saints, Epb. 1. 1. and 
5. 22, 25. and 6. 1, 4. And they are commanded to 
obey their Parents in the Lord; a. Phraſe peculiar to 
| thoſe in Covenant through the Bible: None can da 
the Works of the Moral Law in the Lord, but ſuch 
chat are in Covenant. Obedience to Parents, is a 
Duty of the Moral Law; to obey them in the Lord 
Chriſt, is a Duty of the New Covenant; and this is 
required of the Children of the Church. Say not this 
is intended only of adult Children; no, tis of ſuch 
that they were to bring up in the Nurture and Adma- 
nition of the Lord. | - ranks 
» 1 alſo the like Account of the — at Coloſſe; 
an Apoſtle o s Chriſt——to the Suints— 
which 5 Wives ſubmit —— Huſbands 
ede Children bey your Parents, &c. Col. 1. 1, 2. 
and 3. 18, 19, 20. In hoth theſe Epiſtles the Apoſtle 
writes, to Saints, viz, to Parents and Children, Huf- 
bands and Wives, Sc. He alſo affureth us, that the 
Children of the Church are Saints, or Holy, in 1 Cor. 
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Fathers provoke. not your Children ul bring then 
up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, Eh b. 
+ Train up a Child in the Way be ſhould go, and whey 
e is old, he will not depart from it, Prov. 22. 6. They 
who exclude their Children, and Train em up out of 
the Church, .in Satan' s Kingdom, don't Train em up in 
the Way they ſhould go, but in the Way they ſhould 
- depart from.. _ 
. Chriſtians now are as much ſubject to, and bound 
by the Command to educate their Children for God, 
as, the /raelites formerly were; but that the Duty 
ſhould remain, and the Privileges, Means, and Ad- 
Pings | for performing it, be taken away, is range 
Peach „ What! Make Brick without Straw again 
Wha doug or Nealen puts ſuch vaſt Differences 
betwixt the Church, before and ſince Chriſt's Coming 
and Suffering, as to the Education of Children for 
as thele are? 

1. The. Church of Hrael, did educate andi train up 
their Children in the Church, as being actually un- 
der Covenant and Seal: But this New Doctrine teach- 
eth, that the Church Chriſtian muſt educate and train up 
their Children out of the Church, only as in a re- 
oy of. being brought Tor Covenant and 


Tbe Church of Iſrael had many precious Pro. 
_ made to their Children, to encourage and quick. 
en their Endeavours in educating them, and to plead 
in Prayer for Succeſs, and to lay before their Children 
far their Encouragement ; alſo their Children's being 
in the Church, actually under Covenant and ae 
were great Advantages to, and Obligations on them, 
whereby they Ce engaged to, be the Lord's; and 
their Parents had a great Advantage to move them 
to actual Faith and Holineſs as they grew up, by ur- 
ging theſe Advantages and Obligations on ; ben 
ſciences : But all theſe great Poivileges and A dr 
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(The Infants Cauſe Pleaded, ) 81 
are loſt. and gone, if this New Doctrine muſt 
Fe ne they — ſo to all that embrace it. | 
3. The Church of ael, did both by Inftru#icn 
Diſcipline,. educate their Children for God in the 
urch; but when ſuch Children, who are excluded 
by their Parents, do refuſe to learn Chriſtian Doctrine, 
or to carry ut reverently to God's Word and Worſhip, 
&c. how can their Parents uſe Diſcipline to correct 
them for ſuch Things ? For might not ſuch Children 
ſay to ſuch Parents, what have you to do to judge us that 
are without, i Cor. g. 12. If ſome Heathens, dwelling in 
the ſame Land with God's People, were as Pricks and 
Thorns to them, Numb. 33. 55. then the cohabiting 


of Heathens, in the ſame Houſe at Bed and Board 
with Chriſtians, muſt needs be as Swords and Spears 


to them. The Chriſtians and Heathens Nearneſs in 
Nature, as Parents and Children, lefſencth not, but 
doth greatly add to the Affliction. 

O. Paul accounted his own Infant Circumciſion, 
and his; being of the Stock of Jrael, but Loſs for 
Chriſt, Phil. 3. 5, 7. 

Anſw.. And in the eighth and ninth verſes, he ac- 
counted his own adult Baptiſm, his being of the New 
Tglament Church, and his high Attainments therein, 
out Loſs and Dung for Chr:/ ; doth it therefore follow 
that theſe were of no Account with holy Paul? No 
ſurely, when he ſpeaks of his Privileges, as in them- 
ſelves, without comparing them to Chriſt's Perſon and 
Righteouſneſs, then he ſpeaketh very highly of them. 
I thank God (faith he) whom I ſerve from my Foreja- 
tbers, 2 Tim. 1. 3. As 24. 14. and 13. 32, 33. 2 Cor. 
11. 22, 23. Rom. 3. 1, 2. and 9. 4. and 11. 1, 16, 17, 
26,27, . Heb. 11. 12, 13. Paul was no Anabaptilt, 


for he aſſureth us, that if any one of the Parents believe, 


The Children are Holp, 1 Cor. 7. 14. And that as 
touching the Election, they are beloved For the Fa⸗ 
thers Sakes, Rom. 11. W And to a Gentile * 
1 __ ** os 


82 The Tyfants Cauſe Pleated. 
Covenant, he faith, believe on tbe Lord Jeſus Cbril, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe, 416. 3 
And he gives the Reaſon of it, in Rom. 11. 16. For— 
if the Root be Holy, fo ate the Branches, Alſo he 
preached Abraham's Covenant through the Courſe 
his Miniſtry, as we have ſeen. 
© The Apoſtle in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, being 
about to ſhew what was fulfilled and taken atvay h 
"Chriſt ;, before he would ſo much as enter on that Sub- 
ject, did firſt declare, that God's Promiſe made to 
' Abraham of bleſſing and multiplying him, was from the 
 Immutability of his Counſel, and confir m'd by his Oath; 
and ſo gives ſtrong Conſolation to the People of God, 
now under the New Teſtament (as formerly it did un. 
der the Old) who through Faith and Patience,” Inheri 


[__O_______T TTY 


* „ „ 1 


made to the Children, the Offspring of Believers. 
Therefore, thoſe who think our Lord Jeſus gave his 
_ Apoſtles 'Commiſſion to turn the Children out of th: 
. Church, out of the Covenant, and from a Right to par. 
tate of the Seal and Token thereof, muſt alſo think che 
Ws * Apo 


3 *. 2 Sc, I 0 e 


much as once, through the Acts, or in their Epiſtles, 


mention the turning out of Children, or repealing the 


Promiſes made to them; yet in this Epiſtle to the 
Hehrews (and other Places) are ſet Diſcourſes, to ſhew 


what was revoked and taken away by Chriſt. 


But on the contrary, the Apoſtles (who no doubt un- 
derſtood their Commiſſion, and practiſed according to 


it) through the Courſe of their Miniſtry, preached A. 


braham's Covenant to both Fews and Gentiles, as inclu- 
ding and comprehending the Children, the Houſhold, 


together with the Parent; or as running from Parents 


to Children, to Perſons and their Houſes. And in all 


their preaching of Abraham's Covenant, they ſay nothing 


of its being altered, changed, or curtailed of any Privi- 
lege, that God had granted therein to his People as ſuch. 

The People of God therefore, under the New Teſta- 
ment (as well as under the Old) are called the Children, 
the Seed of Abraham ; not the Children or Seed of 
Samuel, Daniel, Fob, &c. no, nor of Moſes himſelf; 


it's not the Ceremonial Law, not the Jeiſb Church 


State, as National under one High-Prieſthood ; it's 


not the Bleſſing of Moſes, but of Abraham that's come 


on the Gentiles thro? Chriſt. It was Abraham that re- 


ceived the Promiſes, and was. bleſſed, as having re- 


ceived them for Himſelf and his Seed, and for all Be- 
lievers and their Seed, and ſo he is the Father of them 
all, The Gentiles being made Fellow-Heirs, and of the 
ſame Body with the Fews, and Partakers of his Promiſe 
in Chriſt - by the Goſpel, which was before preached to 
Abraham, Eph. 3. 6. Gal. 3. 8. The Gentiles have been 


made Partakers of the Jews Spiritual Things, Rom. 1. 27. 
even the Root and Fatneſs of their Olive. And as was 


fore propheſied, Gen. 9. 27. we dwell in their Tents, 


and have the ſame Vineyard the Fews bad, Matt, 21. 
41. The fame Kingdom of God for Subſtance, that was 
G 2 


taken 
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Apoſtles were in this Point wnfairhful to, or at leaft, 
forgetful of their Commiſſion, ſceing they did not ſo 
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84 Me Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 
taken from the Unbelieving Fews, is given to the Gen- 
tiles, Matt. 21. 43. The Children of God's People now, 
are as aloretime,” Jer. 30. 20. For they are the Seed of 
the Bleſſed of the Lord, and their Offspring with them, 
Iſa. 65. 23. Iwill pour my Spirit upon thy Seed, and my 

Blei upon thine Offspring, Ia. 44. 3. Iwill make an 

_ everlaſting Covenant with them, and their Seed ſhall be 
nom among the Gentiles, and their Offspring among the 
People; all that ſee them ſhall acknowledge them, thai 

they are the Seed which the Lord hath bleſſed, 11a. 61. 

8, 9. Theſe precious Promifes (with many other) 

delivered by way of Propheſy, cited in Chap. 2. and 
3. muſt fall to the Ground unfulfilled, ere the Doctrine 

of Anabaptiſm can be eſtabliſhed ; but they cannot 
fall unfulfilled, becauſe Chriſt was the Miniſter — fer 

- the Truth of God to confirm the Promiſes made to the 

. Fathers, Rom. 15. 8. And fo, they are all Yea and 
Amen in Chriſt, tothe Glory of God's Faithfulneſs. There- 

fore, Rejoice ye Gentiles with his People, Rom. 1 5. 10. 

The very ſame Promi ſes that the Seed of both Jew: 

and Proſelytes formerly had, the Seed of Chriſtians now 

have; and therefore have alſo the very ſame Privilgga 
they had. For, | | | 

I.! heſe Privileges of Covenant Intereſt, and Church 

- Memberſhip of the Seed of Believers, neither wert, 
nor could be revoked, unleſs all the Promiſes of God it 

them, which grant them theſe Privileges, had been 
revoked : But the Promiſes of God to the Seed of 

Believers, which grant *em theſe Privileges were ne- 

ver revoked ; therefore the Privileges, of Covenant- 

Intereſt and Church-Memberſhip of the Seed of Be- 

lievers were never revoked. 4 | 

Do thoſe who differ, think the Apoſtle forgot him: 

+ ſelf, or his Commiſſion, when he ſaid, All the Pro⸗ 

miſes of God in hin are Pea, and in him Amen,“ 

the Glory of God, 2 Cor. 1. 20. Did he not know or re- 

member, that a great Number of the Promiſes of a 
Fr 14h 2 i 


een ee. 


of Dee 


— — A — — — = © 


— —— © 


n 


The Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 85 
did belong to the Seed, Children and Offspring of 
Believers? Yes ſurely; and yet he ſaith, they are all 
Yea and Amen in Chriſt. Had the Apoſtle received Com- 
miſſion to repeal Abraham's Covenant, and all the Pro- 
miſes made to the Infant Seed, and ſo turn the Chil- 
dren out of the Church, Ic. would he not rather have 
faid, ſome of the Promiſes (thoſe to the Adult) are Yea 
and Amen in Chriſt ? And ſame of the Promiſes (thoſe 
to their Infants) are repealed and aboliſhed by bim? But 
Paul, or rather the Lord by him, affureth us, that all 

the Promiſes of God, are Zee and Amen in Chrif. 
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CHAP. VII. 


HAT it may be ſeen, we have the Harmony 


. of all Parts of Holy Scripture, for Children's 
Covenent- Intereſt, &c. Pray obſerve, that as the Pro- 
pheſies foretold, and the Promiſes granted, and Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles preached, ſo the Types and Figures 
did foreſbeto the Truth of the Bleſſing and Privileges 
pleaded for, with reſpect to the Seed of the Godly, 
under the New Teſtament. 

1ſt, Noah found Grace in the Eyes of the Lord, Gen. 
6. 8. Therefore he and all his Houſe, muſt come into 
the Ark, Gen. 7. 1. and were al! ſaved, with this tem- 
poral and typical Salvation at leaſt, 1 Pet. 3. 20, 21. 
Heb. 11. 5. which Texts ſhew, that this Salvation of 
Mab and his Houſe in the Ark, was a Figure of the 


Goſpel Salvation. Alſo, when Noah had offered that 


Famous Sacrifice (which typified Chriſt's Sacrifice) 
from which he Lord ſmelt a Savour of Reſt, Gen. 8. 20, 
21. then *twas God Meſfed Noah and his Sons, Chap. 
9. 1. and eſtabliſhed and promulged his Covenant with 
Noah and his Sons. ver. 8. 9, Sc. | | 
2dly, When the Lord came to deliver the People 
of 1/rael from the Kingdom, Power, and Slavery of 
| G 3 Pharach, 
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86 The Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 
Pharaoh, to be a more viſible Kingdom and Church to 
himſelf, and as ſuch to ſerve: him: The Type or Fi- 
gure of Chriſt's redeeming and delivering his People 
in all Ages, from the Kingdom, Power, and Slavery 


of Satan, and bringing them into his own viſible - 


Kingdom, Ja. 3 1. 9, 10, 11. Exod. 19. 1, 4, 6. with 
1 Pel. 2. 9, 10. Col. 1. 13. Then the Lord's Meſſage 
to Pharaob by Maſes was, thus ſaith the Lord, let my 
People go, that they may /erve me, Exod. 8. 1, 20. 
Now the Lord's People that he came to redeem, were 
both Adult and Infants. But Pharaoh the Devil's 
Type (and therefore called the Dragon and Leviathan, 
Ezek. 29. 3. Iſa. 51. 9, 10. Pſal. 74. 12, 14. with 
a. 27. 1, Rev. 12. 9.) would not let [acl go, till 
orced to it by many Plagues ; and then he ſaid, Go, 
ſerve the Lord your God, but who are they that ſhall go? 
Exod. 10. 8. Moſes. anſwered, we will go with cur young 
and with our old, with our Sons and with our Daughters, 
ver. 9. Pharaoh refuſed to let the Children go with their 
Parents, and ſaith, go ye that are Men, and ſerve the 
{56 for that you did defire, ver. 10, 11. But this was an 
ntruth of Pharaoh's own gathering, as if he had ſaid, 
your Commiſſion was for me, to let the Lord's People go, that 
they might ſerve him; bus Children were not expreſſed in 
the Commiſſion, neither are they capable of ſerving him, 
therefore they were not intended; go ye that are Men, 
who are capable of it, and ſerve the Lord, for that was 
it you deſired in the Commiſſion. God had ſaid, let my 
People go, he (as many now) would limit the Words 
to grown Men, as if their Children were no Part of 
God's People; this was I ſuppoſe, the firſt Attempt, 
to diſtinguiſh the Children out of the Number of God's 
People, and ſo out of the Church. And as the Di. 
ſtinction itſelt is Cruel, ſo it claims hard-hearted Pba- 
_ for its Author, whoever follow him in approving 
* bly | 
Thus after many Plagues upon his Kingdom, 


Pharaoh 
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to | Pharadh,; (called the Dragon) would let the Men go 


ple = Children behind them in his Kingdom. 

Ty Hence we may inter, that altho' *tis againſt Satan's 
ble Will, when grown Perſons are by the Goſpel called 

ith cut of his Kingdom into Chriſt's ; yet that ſuch Per- 


Fi- If /arve the Lord, if they would but yield, to leave their 


ge I ſons. do gratify him much, who (tho? they go them 


ny Þ} ſelves). will conſent. to leave their Children behind 
20. chem in his Viſible Kingdom, refuſing to take them 
re with themſelves into the Viſible Kingdom and Church 
is W of Chriſt, according to I/. 49. 22. with Mark 10. 13. 
mn, 14. Ja. 65. 23. Fer. 30. 20. Ezek. 37. 24, 23. And 
th WF if a bare Conſent doth gratify, then what great Pleaſure 
ll W is done him, by an earneſt contending to have it ſo. 
0, But faithful Moſes (Heb. 3. 2, 5.) the Type of 
2 IM Chriſt, would not ſuffer the Children to be left be- 
"s WF hind; no, ſays he, wwe will go with our young and with 
s, our old, with our Sons and with our Daughters. t 
ir By three other very ſharp Plagues, Pharash is for- 
he ced to let the Children go with their Parents, but will 
an play at ſmall Games (as they ſay) rather than ſtick 
d, out. Now he pleads to have their Cattle left, Exod. 
at 10. 24. But faith Moſes, they ſhall go with us (not for 
in their own Sake, not becauſe they were the Vraelites 
Goods only; the chief Reaſon followeth) for thereof 


muſt we take. 10 ſerve. the Lord our God, i. e. by Sacri- 


15 

5 

bee, ver, 25, 26. When a Man comes out of Satan's 
y Kingdom into Chriſt's, all he hath according to its 
s Kind, and as there is Occaſion, mult be for the Service 
f WW and Glory of God. In Chap. 12. 31, 32, 37, 38. they 
, and their Children are delivered; their Cattle alſo went 
s with them, and bat Night was to be much obſerved to. 
#he Lord. &c. ver. 4% 151 | 

. 34h, In Exad. 12. 75 135 22, 23, 26, 27. WC read, 
that the Typical Blood, was to be ſtruck with a Bunch 
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of Hyſſop (compare P/alm 5 1. 7.) on the Door Poſts of | 
ir Houfes, and was to be to them for a Token, &c. And 
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88 The Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 
the Lord would paſs over the Door, and not ſuffer th: 
Deſtroyer to come into their Houſes, but delivered their 
Houſes. £547 al : 
Here in the Type of our Spiritual Deliverance, the 
Blood was applied to them as Houſes, and they were 
pre erved from the Deſtroyer by Houſes ; their Houſes 
as ſuch, were delivered : All which was by Virtue of 
the Blood of Chriſt, which this Blood did typify. So 
that as in general, all the People of Iſrael were deli- 
vered, the old with the young, the Sons and the Daugh- 
ters from the Kingdom of Pharaoh ; ſo each Houle as 
ſuch, both old and young, Sc. were preſerved and 
delivered from the Deſtroyer, and both, becauſe they 
all, even old and young, were the Lord's People, 
his Covenant-People, Exod. 8. 1, 20. with Chap. 10. 9. 
Exod. 2. 23, 24, 25.' Their Cry came up io God—and 
he heard their Groaning, and remembred his Covenant 
with Abraham, with Tſaac, and with Jacob. and had 
Reſpeft to them. Pſal. 105. 6, 8. 9, 10, 42, 43. O ye Seed 
of Abraham his Servant, ye Children of Facob his Choſen. 
He is the Lord our God, he hath remembred his Covenant 
for ever, the Word which he commanded to a thouſand 
Generations; which Covenant be made with Abraham, 
and his Oath to Iſaac, and confirmed the ſame to Jacob 
for a Lau, and to Jrael for an everlaſting Covenant — 
He remembred bis holy Promiſe, and Abraham his Ser- 
vant ; and brought forth his People with Joy, and his 
- Choſen with Gladneſs. This Choſen People of God, were 
Men, Women, and Children ; theſe were the People 


Co loved, and that are all called his Saints, Deut. 33. 3. 


4thly, In the Year of Jubilee, on the Day of At- 
tonement, the Trumpet ſounded, and Liberty to Pa- 
rents and Children was proclaimed throughout all the 
Land, Sc. Levit. 2g. 9, 10. The Servant mult go out 
free, be and bis Children with him, for they are 1 
Servants, {aid the Lord, ver. 41, 42, 54, 55. P/al. 110. 
16. That this ſounding the Trumpet, and proclaiming 
| * L. 
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The' Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 89 
Llerty to Parents and their Children with them, Figu- 
red the Preaching of the Goſpel. See Pſal. 89. 15. Ja. 
61. 1, 2. 'With'Lake 4. 18, 19, 21, 22. 

And that the Goſpel Salvation and Liberty, was 
ſo proclaimed and preached to Perſons and their Chil- 
dren as ſuch, both by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, hath 
been proved. See Luke 19. 9. Atts 2. 29. and 11. 
14. and 16, 37. 

thly, 1/a. 22. 22, 23, 24. Not only adult Believers 
vs 1 we Flagons) bur alſo the Offspring and the 

ve (though Veſſels ſis of ſmall Quantity like Cups) are 

2 in the Houſe of Gad, that they ſhall hang upon 
Chriſt” - Tis true, this is ſpoken in the Letter, of 
Zlatim and his Father's Houſe; but it ſeems clear, 
that Eliahm was herein a lively F igure of Chriſt, by 
comparing ver. 22. with Rev. 3. 7. where Chriſt ap- 
plieth the Words ro himſelf. Thoſe Words, Ja. 22. 
25/ are ſpoke of wicked Shebna and his Houſe, of 
whom we read, ver. 15, 16, 17,18, 19. 29 

thy, When the Lord's People, Adult and Infants, 
were brought out of Egyp! by :Moſes, the Type of 
our Deliverance, out of Satan's Kingdom by Chriſt, 
then in the Cloud and in the Sea, they all, Infants as 
well as others, were baptized to Mo/es the Type of 
Chriſt : [Therefore in the Antitype, all the Lord's 
People, Infants as well as others, muſt be baptized to 
Chriſt; for the Antitype may not be ſtraitned ſhort of 
the Type, I Cor. 10. 1, 2, They are called our Fa- 
thers, many thouſands of whom were then Children 
when baptized. 

Thus hive we Een both the Od Tefament and the 
News, the Ever neſs of the Covenant; the Con- 
firmation of it by the Oath of God and Death of 
Chtiſt the Promiſes and Precepts; the Propheſies 
and Predictions ; the Types and Figures, Hiſtory of 
Matters of Fact; the Faith and Expectation of the 
Church in all Ages ; the Doctrine and Miniſtry of 


5 Chriſt 


— — — Or 
— — ĩ— 8 
— — 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— = . — — 


333 


. —˙· IN OC Er IE eee 


_ e 


of proving they o ht not to 


been once ſolemnly 


90 he Efe Cash Bla 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles, all clearly for che Children. 
them out of the 
Church, out of the Covenant, and. from partaking of 


and directly againſt the 


its Token and Seal: ee _ were not ory 
could WE nnd? 7 > You 


T's ſaid, his mid the New Tr Rania, they 


profeſſed. their Faith before they were receiv'd 


intithe/Chutchor-baptixed... e! 
Anſto. So they did under the Ola. New Converts, 
called — all along from Abraham! ta Chriſt's 
Coming, ditb profeſs their Faith, before they were re- 
ceived or circumciſed ; yet their Infant Seed Were « cir- 
cumciſed, and received alſo with their Parents. 
Thoſe who oppoſe the Baptiſm of Infants, inſtead 
ized, as, formerly 
they were circumei theit Time and Strength, 
to prove that Which al grant, vix. that thoſe who 
pvofeſſed Faith, c. were baptized. The Queſtion 


, not about thoſe who profeſſed. Faith; both Sides 


hold they ought to be baptized, if not baptized al- 
ready. But the is, whether the Infant Sced 
of protetied Believers, hn have been baptized, them. 
ſolyes, ouglit not to be zalſo, as formerly the 
Infant Sced were: circumciſed. To y, that becauſt 
thoſe ho profeſſed Faith were baptized, therefore 
their Children were not baptized, is both proofleſs 
and ridiculous, notwithſtanding they inſiſt ſo much 
thereon; - The Proſelytes were circumciſed upon their 
Brofeffion, yet their Children were circumciſed alſo. 
Again, the Queſtion is, whether any Perſons who have 
baptized in, or into the Name of 


the moſt Sacred Trinity, in their Infancy, ought to be 
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The - Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 9 1 
baptized- again, When grown up and profeſs their 
Faith? This we deny, and they affirm — practiſe, 
and therefore they ought to prove. For thoſe Perſons 
mentioned in Scripture, as baptized at ige on their 
own perſonal Profeſſion of Faith, had not been bap- 
tized before in their Infancy ; as all Perſons circum- 
ciſed un their own perſonal Profeſſion, had not been: 
circumciſed before in their Infancy. Baptiſm now, 


as Circumciſion was, is the Token and Seal of the Co- 


venant. No Man therefore, ought to be baptized, 
meerly becauſe of his Profeſſion of Faith, but becauſe. 
this his Profeſſion, declares him before Men, to have 
an Intereſt in the Covenant, and. its Frivileges ; and 


what Way ſoever that is declar'd, ſo it be known, 


there is ſufficient Ground to apply Baptiſm. - Now, 

the Children of the Godly, can't by their 
on perſonal Profeſſion, declare their Intereſt in the 
Covenant and its Privileges, yet. this is ſufficiently 
declar'd for them from Heaven, by the Father, Son, 


and: Holy Ghoſt (as the Texts before and hereafter 


quoted, do abundantly ſhew) and this Declaration'for 
Infants, is as good as any that an adult Perſon can 
make for himſelf, and therefore is as good a Ground 
to baptize upon. 

But here obſerve the Policy (not to ſay Cowardice) 
of thoſe who fight againſt the Children ' of Believers, 
and their Baptiſm. 1/, They endeavour with all their 
Might to ſeparate theſe Children from their Believing 


Parents, as ſuch; and ſet, and make them ſtand by them- 


{elves in a ſingle Capacity, that they may the more 
ealily beat and overcome them : Whereas. on the con- 
trary, the Holy Scriptures do always include and com- 
prehend them with their Parents in God's Covenant, 
2d, having (as they conceit) thus made the poor In- 
fants to ſtand by themſelves, they divide their owrr 
Party into two Bands, as contrary the one to the other, 
a both are contrary to the Truth; agreeing hardly 

in 
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92 The Infants Cauſe Pleadbd. 
in any Thing, fave to fight with, and oppoſe the poor 
Infants in their Rights and Privileges 3 who alas, ne- 
ver thought them any Harm. The two Bands, dig- 
nify and diſtinguiſh themſelves and each other, with 
the Names or Titles of general and particular Baptiſts; 
and will have it, either by hook or oy crook (as they 
| ay) for, | 

The general Baptiſts ſay, Infants have no Si in, and 

ore they muſt not be ba 

And the particular Baptiſts ſay, Infants have no Grace, 

and therefore they muſt not be baptized. Thus are 
the poor Infants toſſed betwixt two Extreams. 
Io the general B. I ſay, if your Infants have no 
Sin, then no doubt, they are much better than their 
Parents, who have Sin enough. But if they have 10 
Sin, why do you exclude them from Church-Member- 
ſhip ? Will ye reject the Pure in Heart, and receive the 
 Impure ? Reject the Beſt, and receive the way to be 
Members of your Churches? 

To the particular B. I have anſwered before as to 
Infants Grace ; only I ſhall here add, that if (accord- 
8 0 the Promiſe, Ja. 44. 3.) the Seed and Offspring 

the Godly, have the Holy Ghoſt, then are they 
ſanctified, — ſo have the Seeds or Habits of Gracc, 
for. the Holy Spirit ſanctifieth thoſe in whom he dwel- 
leth. If they were without the Spirit, they could not 
be united to Chriſt, nor be Members of his myſtical 
Body, and ſo could not be ſaved. If they have the 
Spirit, they ought to have Water in Baptiſm alſo ; for, 
the whole Current of Scripture ſpeaking of Baptiſm 
Hiſtorically, or Doctrinally, ſheweth, that ſo ſcon as 
any were acknowledged, to have Right to the Benefit 
and Privilege ſignity'd and ſeal'd, they had Right to 
the Sign and Seal; there being a clear Relation be- 
— 7 the Things fignity'd and feaPd, and the Sign 


Now then, if (as the Stream of Scripture * 
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We Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 93 
the Infants of Believers, have Right to the Covenant of 


Covenant; and if they are Partakers of the inward 
Grace of Regeneration, then ought they to partake of 
the outward Sign of Regeneration. 8 

But if they have neither Intereſt in the Covenant of 
Grace, nor in the Grace of Regeneration (as ſome 
would have it) then they can't be ſaved, dying Infants. 
Ah cruet Doctrine! That would exclude Believers In- 
fants from Salvation, that it might keep them from 
Baptiſm ! For ſome (I ſay not all; of their Enemies, 
will neither allow them to be com; rehended with their 
Believing Parents in God's Covenant, nor to have, or 
be capable of having Grace in ther own Perſons : 
Which Doctrine, if *rwere true, would unavoidably 
exclude them from Salvation, as well as from Baptiim ; 
but being falſe, will exclude them from neither. 

Obj. Our miſtaken Brethren continually call on us, 
to ſhew them the Words of Inſtitution; for the Ordinance of 
lIyfant-Baptiſm, charging us with ſetting up an Ordi- 
nance, viz. Infant-Baptiſm, without a Word of Iuſtitu- 
tution for it. | | 

Anſ. 1ft, We intreat the Objectots, to ſhew us the 
Wards of Inſtitution, for the Ordinance of Womens 
Baptiſm, and the like for Mens Baptiſm ; which when 
they produce, we doubt not to ſhew 'em the other 
alſo. Nay, let them ſhew us the Words of Inſtitu- 
tion for Baptiſm itſelf, if they can: If they can't, then 
do they but cavil, in requiring of us, the Words of 
Inſtitution for Infants Baptiſm. | 

We read, that John came Baptizing with Water, | 
and that he was /ent to Baptize with Water. John 1. 31, | 
33. And that Jeruſalem, and ail Judea, &c. were bap- | 
tized of bim, Matt. 3. 5, 6. Alſo we read it was ſaid 
of Chriſt, behold the ſame Baptizeth, and all Men come 
to him, Jobn 3. 26. and that Jeſus made and baptized 
more Diſciples than John, (though Jeſus himſelf baptized 
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94 We Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 
mot, but bis Diſciples) John 4, 1, 2. But where are 
the Words of Inſtitution? Thoſe Words in Matt. 28. 
19. were not the Inſtitution of Baptiſm, for it was in- 
ſtituted and practiſed long before: They were a Com. 
mand to apply Baptiſm to Gentils Converts, as before 
it had been applied to Jeiſb. Like as Exod 12. 43, 
© 49. was not the Inſtitution of - Circumciſion, which 
had been inſtituted and practiſed long before, bur : 
Command to apply it to Gentile Converts, called 
Strangers and Proſelytes, as before it had been applied 
to the Church in Abraham's Houſe, and to the People 
of Tae. That Baptiſm is the Lord's Ordinance, and 
was inſtituted by him, and is to continue in the Church, 
to the End of the World, is very clear from many 
Texts laid together, but yet (ſo far as I can find) the 
Words of Inſtitution are not recorded; both the Sub- 
jects and Mode of Baptiſm, are to be gathered from 
many Texts laid together. | 
And if the Words of Inſtitution had been, or are re- 
corded, and Infants not named in them, yet would it 
not thence follow, that they were not be baptized, 
any more than it followeth, that Women are not to 
partake of the Lord's Supper, becauſe they are not 
named in the Words of Inſtitution of that Sacrament, 
which Words are recorded in the Evangeliſts : And 
as to Preſident we read of none, but Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, preſent at the firſt Sacrament. of his Body 
and Blood: Nay we read not in expreſs Words, that 
Women were preſent, and partook of this Sacrament 
at any Time afterwards ; yet by laying many Texts 
together, it's rightly gathered, that they ought to par- 
take thereof; and by the fame Method, the Infants 
Way to Baptiſm,” is made as clear and plain (to ſuch 
as ſearch without Prejudice) as the Woman's Way to 
the Lord's Table. „ ee 
24%, By requiring us to ſhew them tbe M ords of Iuſti- 
Jution, for the Ordinance of Infami-Baptiſm, &c. * 
vn 0 
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ae do very unfairly inifinuate an Untruth, biz: that the 
28. Baptiſm of Infants, is anofhier and diftinct Ordinanee 
in. from the Lo of Adult, requiring a diſtindt Inſti- 
om. tution. Whereas the Baptiſm! of Infants, is no more 
fore a diſtin Ordinance from the Baptiſm of adult Perſohs, 
45, than tlie Baptiſm of Women, is a diſtinct Ordinance 
ich W from the Bap tim of e or than the Cireumeiſing 
t ok: wy 15 Aitrinct Ordinance from the Circum- 
| | Abe Ordinance of Baptiſm, is but 
lied Os although Male and: Female,” Jew =" Gentile, 
ple ff "Young and Old Partaketherevf, Epb. 4. 5. One Lord, 
and W one Falz, 'bne Bapti in; not one Papi rnftivvked ler 
ch Men, another for Women, *and a third for Children; 
not one for Jews, another for Gentiles ; not one for 
eld, and anbther for young Perſons. 
3dh, If Children were not meet Subjects for Baptiſcn 
(as is pretended) yet the applying it to them, would 
not be a ſetting Se Ordinance without a Word of 
Ls * But”? an pplying the Eord's own Ordinance 
"of Baptiſm to a Wrong Subject: As when unmeet 
'Verſons,” Yeh ſuch as the Word excludes; are received 
to the other Sacrament, the Lord's Supper: Here is 
not a ſetting up a new Ordinance, but a letting Un- 
meet Perſons partake of an Ordinance of Chriſt's own 
Inftication. ' 
But that Believers Uuier e meer 3h 1 5, and 
dy ' ought” to be Partakers of the Lord's Ordinance of 
at 2 tim, as formerly they were of Circumcifion; hath 
nt been, and now is to Ide farther proved and cleared. 
| Therefore, rs 

= In the next Place, let us ſee what God bimſelf, 
"Wl | ſpeaking in kus written Word, faith of the In ant Seed 


R of His Pe pts, thar we may know how to eſteem right- 
em. 


to * of 
evenled Things belong fo them, as well as to their 
| n Deut. 29. 


29: And, 
2. 45 touching the Elefion, they? are beloved for be 
Father's 
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Father's Sales, Rom. 11. 28. Deut. 7. 6, In; and 
10. 14, 7. and 4. 37, 45. „ „„ 1) a 

3. They are ſaid to be 4 ( Godly, Seed, Mal. >. ts. 

4. They are called the Lord's Choſen Ones, 1 Chron. 1 
16,13. Je. 44. 1% 2, 3, 4. DW-Ar37- and 10 us , 
A 335 48: Hel 1057430 $81FUD Exat- 10 h 

5. (They are ſuch, wok e are Ltd 45 ir- 
*eumciſe for. he hath 209 8 to, and I 4 
. circumciſe REN ny ales andj their Seed, 

Gen. 17. 7, 10. with Deut. 30. , 77 * 4 

6.. They are the Lord's 22 Pal. 37. 26, 
and 172. 2. and 31 5,12, 14, 14, 16. and 147. 13. i £ 


Prov. 7 7. Je 44. 3. ang 64, 9. 4 65.23 Mri Nj. 
10. 10. 


7. They are the Lord s Heritage, Pick 127 3. 
Joel 2. 16, 17. ' Therefore, | 

8. The Lord challengeth them as his oon, as born 
to him, as his from the Womb, born by bim —_— 237 
. ty, and carried from the Momb, euen to old Ae be | 
made them, bell bear them, ant will deliver tbem; le 
 bolds them up from the Womb, &c. Exet. 16. P. 6 
Ia. 44. 2, 3, 21, 24. and 4b. 374. . 

g. God is their God, a God to them, an they are is 

Covenant with him, Cen. 17. 7, &c. Deut. 29. 10, 11, 
17, 13. Alis 2. 39. Pſal. 22. 10. * 
| Charge over them, Matt. 1 8. 2, 10. Heb. 1, 44. 

10. H hey are related to Chriſt. the Good Shepherd 
as Lambs of his Flock and Fold, and of them he is 
moſt tender, gathering them with bis Arm, and carry- 
ing them in his Boſom, Iſa. 40. 11. with Mark 10. 16. 
Excet. 37. 24, 25. | 

11. The Holy Scripture doth me nd Ctilares, 
together with their Parents, in that moſt common 
Phraſe, The Lord's People, or People of God. | Exod. 8. 
1, 20. with Chap. 10, 8, g. and 12. 822 37. Þſal. 77. 
15. and 105 47, 43: rt 15.16, 17 18, 19, 27. 
. Dent. 29. 11, 13. LATE 

N 1 to bb bb 1 12. Of 


_ a ih * «Cr r 
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nd 12. Of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, Mar. 10..14, 
16. Eze. 37. 25. 


mn, | Zion, and part of the Congregation and ſolemn Aſem- 

15. % that are by God's Command, gathered together and 

| ſanttified, Joel 2. 15. 16. 

ir. 14. They are the Lord's Servants, Levit. 25. 41, 

nd 42, 54, 55- with Pſalm 116. 16. 

ed 15. They are ſuch that have the Spirit of God, Iſa. 
44. 2, 3, and 59. 21. 

6. 16. They are ſuch whom the Lord teacheth, Iſa. 

z. 54 13. Jer. 31. 34- Heb. 8. 11. 

rk 17. They are Diſciples of Chriſt, Acts 15. 1, 10. 
with As 21. 20, 21. 


3. 18. They are Hol, 1 Cor. 7. 14. and called Sainte, 


and are Church-Members, Eph. 1. 1. with Chap. 6. 1, 
„ 4. Col. 1. 2. with Chap. 3. 20. Deut. 33. 1, 3. 
el. 19. They are ſaid to Hope, Pſal. 22. 9, 10. and 71. 
by 5, 6. And to believe in Chriſt, Mat. 18. 25. 6. 
he 20, They are to be brought to Chriſt in his Church, 
I Ifa. 49. 22. And our Lord hath commanded his Mi- 
niſters and Churches net to forbid, but ſuffer them to 
* come, Mat. 19. 14. with Chap. 28. 20. And hath ſaid 
l, He will ſave them, Iſa. 49 25. Mat. 18. 2, 10, 14. 
we 21. And whatever ſome think or ſay of them now, 
yet the Time is coming on apace, when Al that ſee 
4 ibem, ſhall, tho' never ſo loth, Acknowledge them that 
i they are the Seed, which the Lord hath bleſſed, Iſa. 61. 
J- 8, 9. and 65. 23. This is ſpoken of the Offspring, 
6 the Buds, i. e. Infants: And this their Covenant, 
Right and Bleſſedneſs is made viſible in a Church Way 
n, by ſome outward Act, owning 'em to be the Lord's 
MN bleſſed ones; elſe how ſhall all conie to know, ee, 
g. and acknowledge them, Sc. | 
7 Each of the foregoing 21 Heads, afford ſufficient 
; Argument for the Baptiſm of Infants ; how much 
more when they are all conſidered together in their 
W , con- 
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13. Little Children that ſuck the Breaſts are Members N 
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98 The Infants Cauſe Pleaded. 
concurrent Strength? Here's room for Peter's Chal- 
lenge ; Can any Man forbid Water, that the/e ſhould not 
be baptized, Acts 10. 47. | 

Oh. We can ſee no expreſs Command in any of the 
Books of the New Teftament to apply the Token of 
the Covenant to the Infant Seed of Believers; and 
we are not to go to the Old Teftament, for Worthip. 
We read in the New Teſtament, that thoſe who were 
taught, believed, profeſſed, c. were baptized ; but 
ſhew us the Word Infant Baptiſm if you can? 

Anſ. *Tis enough that it's commanded in any Part 
of the Word of God. In Gen. 1). and Exod. 12. 
The Lord granted as à Privilege, and commanded as 
a Duty the Application of the Token of the Covenant 
to the Infant Seed of Believers, and fever revoked 
that Grant and Command, tho' he hath changed the 
outward Sign from Circumciſion to Baptiſm. 

The Slight that theſe our Brethren continually put 
on the Writings of the Old Teſtament, muſt needs be 
a great Sin; For God himſelf ſpeaks in them to us; and 
to him in his Word, our Conſciences ought to be ſub- 
ject with the greateſt Tenderneſs and Reverence, whe- 
ther he ſpeak in the Old or New Teſtament ; for both 
Teſtaments are Parts of one and the ſame written Word 
of God, ahd both were indired by one and the ſame 
Holy Spirit, and are both of equal Authority, and 
tend both to one end: Therefore *tis not the Books 
of any one Teſtament ſeparate, and apart by itſelf, 
but the Books of both Teftaments taken together as 
making one Bible or -written Word of God, that is the 
full and compleat Revelation of God's Will to us, 
both as to Faith, Worthip, and Converſation. 
And whatever Alteratien the Lord hath made in 
his Inſtitutions and Ordinances, or the Subjects there- 
of, ſince Chriſt's Coming and Suffering, from what 
they were before: It is certain, Fiyſt, that ſuch Alle. 
Fations are always for the inlarging the Privileges 45 


p 
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the People of God in ſuch Ordinances; but never 
for the taking away, or leſſening any Privilege in any Or- 
dinance, that the People of God as ſuch did enjoy 
before Chriſt's Coming. 24h. Such Alterations are 
plainly revealed in the New Teſtament : For Inſtance, 
before Chriſt's Coming the Males only were in their 
own Perſons circumciſed ; but now there is neither 
Male nor Female, (Female as well as Male being capa- 
ble of the new Sign) both are in their own Perſons 
baptized. Here is an Alteration as to the Subject, 
but it's for the enlarging of Privilege : And it's alſo 
plainly revealed in the New Teſtament. So the out- 
ward Sign of Circumciſion, a more painful, is changed 


into Baptiſm a more eaſy Sign ; which is an enlarging 


the Privilege of the People of God in that Ordinance, 
and the taking away of Circumciſion, and the eſta- 
bliſhing of Baptiſm in its room, is plainly revealed in 
the New Teſtament. But to keep the Infants of Be- 
lievers from Baptiſm, the New Sign and Token of the 
everlaſting Covenant, is to ftreighten, and cut ſhort the 
Privilege of the People of God ; and we find no ſuch 
Alteration revealed in the New Teſtament. 

Neither the Analogy of Scripture, nor the Propor- 
tion of God's Diſpenſations of Grace to his Church 
Chriſtian, will allow us to think, that God, fince 
Chriſt's Coming and Sufferings, denieth to believing 
Parents or their Children' fuch Latitudes of Mercy, 
that his People as ſuch enjoyed before : That God 
hath now no regard of, or makes no Claim to Chil- 
dren, as his, or as any Parts of his Church, till they 
come to Years of Diſcretion ; (to which about one 
half of them never arrive, but die in their Infancy) 
that he would have the Children of Chriftians, while 
Infants, now in no better State and Capacity of his 
Mercy by Chrift, then the Children of meer Heathens 
and Infidels. This runs counter to the Current of Scri 
ture, both as to Truth and Mercy: But certainly E- 
WAV, H 2 Vans 


— 


—— 
11 * —_— 


— 


. —— K 5 TE I—_— 


100 We Tifants Cauſe Plraded. 


vangelical Promiſes, Favours, and Diſpenſations of 
Grace, Privileges of the People of God, are confirm- 
ed and much inlarged, and no way ſtreightned by 
Chriſt's Coming and Sufferings. There is no Word 
of Reſtraint or Forbidding hath excluded the Infants 
of God's People out of the Church, Covenant, Rights, 
and Privileges Evangelical, which were once granted 
to them in God's Covenant with Abraham, nor from 
Baptiſm that Evangelical new Sign and viſible Seal, 
ſet to this antient Covenant, of which they have as 
much. Need, and are every Way as capable, as they 
were of the old one, viz. Circumciſion. + 
The Application of the Token of the Covenant 
to the Infant Seed, was both granted as a Privilige, 
and commanded as a Duty of the Covenant. 

Now, if the Covenant be confirmed and continued, 
then the Privileges and Duties of the Covenant are con- 
firmed and continued; but the Covenant is confirme! 
and continued, by the Oath of God, by the Death of 
Chriſt, alſo by the Miniſtry of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
(as is before proved) therefore the Privileges and Di. 
ties of it, (as to the Subſtance of them) are confirmed 
and continued. 

In Cen. 17. all Abraham's Seed are commanded to 
apply the Token of the Covenant to their Infant-Sccd 
in their Generations: But the People of God now an 
Abraham's Seed, Rom. 4. 11, 16, 17. Gal. 3. 7, 29 
Therefore the People of God now are commanded to 
apply the Token of the Covenant to their Infant-Sced. 
As the qth ommand, being written with the other 
Nine by the Finger of God on the Tables of Stone, 
proves that that Command is ſtill in Being as a Com- 
mand of God to ſanctify his Sabbath, altho' the Day 
be changed from the 7th to the iſt Day of the Weck; 
ſo the ommand, to apply the Token of the Cove- 
nant to the Infant-Seed, being written in that Cove- 
nant that is everlaſting, and confirmed by the Lon 
| | a 
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Oath and Chriſt's Death, Sc. proves that that Com- 
mand is ſtill in Being as a Command of God, to ap- 
ply the Token of the Covenant to the Infant-Secd, 
altho* the outward Sign be changed from Circum- 
ciſion to Baptiſm. 


_ » Wherefore the Baptiſm of the Infants of Abraham's 


Seed, and the Sanctification of the firſt Day Sabbath 
being equally and alike commanded of God, mult ei- 
ther ſtand or fall together. The ſame Principles that 
are advanced againſt the one, being of equal Strength 
againſt the other: And if thoſe who deny Infant-Bap- 
tiſm, were as true to their own Objection in the Caſe 
of the Sabbath, as they are in that of Baptiſin, they 
muſt either ſay, that he Fourth Command is aboliſhed, 
and ſo make no Conſcience of keeping any Sabbath, as 
commanded of God, or elſe forſake the Chriſtian and 
embrace the Jewiſh Sabbath; as indeed ſuch of them 
do, who ſtick to their own Principles. Thus whilft 
they are crying out againſt going to the Old Teſta- 
ment for Worſhip, they run to the Old Teftament 
for the Time of Worſhip. 

There is no more Expreſſneſs of Command to ſanc- 
tify the firſt Day Sabbath, then there is to baptize 
Believers Infants ; therefore-if the Want of more Ex- 
preſſneſs of Command to baptize ſuch Infants, be 
ſufficient to deny them Baptiſm, then the Want of 
more Expreſſneſs of Command to ſanctify the firſt Day 
Sabbath is ſufficient to deny the Sanctification there- 


of: The like may be ſaid of Women's partaking of 


the Lord's Supper, for which there is no more Ex- 
preſſneſs of Command, than for baptizing the Infants 
of Believers, or for ſanctifying the firſt Day Sabbath. 

But pray obſerve, that 
The Holy Scripture ſaith and teacheth many Things 
in its harmonious-Senſe and Meaning, which it doth 
not ſay or teach in ſo many expre/s Words in any one 
Place; (for this ſee Fam. 4. 5. John 7. 38, 42. Mar. 
H 3 9. 12, 
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9. 12, 13. Alls 10. 43. Dan. 10. 21. Mat. 2. 23. 
and 26. 24, 54. Luke 1. 72, 73, 74, 75+ 1 Cor. 15. 
4 Luke 11. 49. As 20. 35.) which many not ob- 
erving, have run into great Errors, ſome denying 
the Trinity, ſome the Satisfaction of Chriſt, ſome the 
Baptiſm of Infants, ſome Original Sin, ſome the firſt 
Day Sabbath, ſome that * and the Lord's Sup- 
er are Sacraments, Sc. ſeverally, with a kind of 
riumph, crying, ſhew us the Word Trinity, ſhew 
us the Word Satisfaction of Chriſt, ſhew us the Word 
 Iifant-Boptiſm, ſhew us the Word Original Sin, ſhew 
us the Word t Day Sabbath, ſhew us the Word Sa- 
crament in the Scripture if ye can, Thus prejudiced 
Perſons, tb a Sanhedrim, under the greateſt outward 
Advantages of Learning, Sc. may /earch and hook, and 
yet not find or fee Truths that are written in the Scrip- 
tures, unleſs they be written in ſo many expreſs 
Words, as is clear from comparing John 7. 41, 52. 
with Mat. 2. 22, 23. | | 
Our bleſſed Lord, that Prophet of. the Church, 
hath taught us to underſtand the Mind of God by a 
collective or deduRtive Senſe of Scripture : Thus he 
oved that great and fundamental Doctrine of the 
Refirredtion of the Dead, by alledging ſuch Words 
of Scripture as named not, but implied the Reſur- 
tection of the Body, and the Soul's Immortality, Mat. 
22. 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34. Luke 20. 37. And the 
very dadducees had ſo much Reaſon and Modeſty left, 
as to be fenced by our Lord's thus reaſoning from the 
Scriptures ; and did not wrangle on to the end, with a 
Saw us the Word Reſurrection, and the Word Immortal 
Souz, as ſome do with a fhew ws the Word Infant-Bap- 
tiſm. Now that the Dead are raiſed (faith our Lord) 
even Moſes ſhewed (that is by juſt Conſequence) 
not in thoſe very Words at the Buſh, when be calleth 
the Lord, the God of Abraham, and the God of Jaac, 
and the God of Jacob, Luke 20. 37. D 1 
1 The 
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The Sadducees did greatly err, becauſe they knew 
not the Scriptures in their collective and deductive 
Senſe, Mat. 22. 29, 32, 33. with Mar. 12, 24, 26, 
27. And the Phariſees did greatly err, becauſe they 
knew not the Scriptures in their concurrent harmo- 
nious Senſe. When thoſe who exclude their Children 
ſhall forſake theſe two Grounds of Error, then that 
eat Promiſe delivered by Way oi Prophecy, will be 
ulfilled, Ja. 61. 8, 9. 
And then there will be no more wreſting the Letter 
of a few Texts, (which ſpeak of baptizing adult pro- 
fefling Believers who were not baptized in their In- 


fancy) to an excluſive Senſe, contrary to the Meaning 


of many others which are incluſive of Infants ; as 
the Phariſees did urge the Letter of the fourth Com- 
mand againſt the Works of Charity, Mercy, and Ne- 
ceſſity, contrary to the Tenour and Senſe of other 
Scriptures : he Command, they urged was in the 
Letter, expreſs and fully negative, (had the Exclu- 
ders of Infants ſuch a Command for their Purpoſe, 
O how would they triumph 1) Zxog. 20. 10. Fer. 17. 
22. In it thou halt not do any Work, &c. 
Yet doth Chriſt by compating Scripture, prove God's 
Diſpenſations of Labour, as to Works of Piety, Cha- 
rity, Mercy, and Neceſſity, even on the Sabbath, 
Mat. 1 2. 1. to 13. Mark. 2. 23. to the end. Luke 6. 
1, to 12. and 13. 10, to 17. 


Thus are we heedfully to obſerve the Scriptures in 
their harmonious and concurrent Senſe, and not ſtrain * 
the Letter of one Place to make it claſh with others, 
nor ſtick to the Letter againſt the Meaning: And then 
we ſhall fee, that | 
Al Church - Members are to be baptized, and alſo | 
that the Infants of the Church, are Church-Members, 
(as hath been proved at large) and that they ought 

Lea, then we ſhall ſee, that the Infants of the 
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Faithful (as hath alſo been proved) are a Part of God's 
People, that he is 4 God to them, that they are in Co- 
venant with him, and that thoſe in Covenant have a 
Right to the Token and Seal of the Covenant, which 
now is Baptiſm. 

For as when God eſtabliſhed his Covenant with A. 
braham and his Seed, Gen. 17. He did annex Circum- 
ciſion to it, as the hen Token and Seal thereof: So 
when the Apoſtles revived, and preached this Cove- 
nant as comprehending Children with their Parents 
under the New Teſtament, A#s 2. They did annex 
Baptiſm to it as the new Token and Seal thereof: Al- 
ſo the Lord's Supper is come in the room and place of 
the Paſſover, and it's both lawful and profitable to rea- 
ſon from the old Sacraments to the new, 1 Cor. 5. 6, 
7, 8. and 10. 16, 17, 18. Col. 2. 10, 11, 12. 

It hath been proved at large before, that Believers 
Infants are within Chriſt's viſible Church and King- 
dom under the New Teſtament, even as they were 
before under the Old. Now then, if under the New 


Teſtament, both Parents and Children are not to be 


viſibly owned to be the Lord's, within his Church and 


Kingdom, by being baptized, as formerly in the 
Church of {rae both were owned by being circum- 


ciſed, if their Infants now partake of no outward Or- 


-dinance, if they have no outward Badge of what they 


are, if the Infant-Members have nothing in the room 


and place of Circumciſion, (which they have not un- 
leſs they are baptized) then the Privileges came 


moimed to the New Teſtament Church, the Infant- 
Members of it were not ſo compleat in this Reſpect as 
the Jews and Proſelytes Infants formerly were; nay, 


it was alſo a very great Privilege to the Parent to 
have his Children circumciſed, as well as himſelf, for 
- thereby the Promiſe was confirmed and ſealed to his 


Faith, that God would be a God to, and circumciſe the 
Heart of his Seed, as well as his own Heart. If the Pa- 
L278 'þ F - | rents 
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rents want this Help now, (as they do if their Infants 
are not baptized) then the Privileges of both Pa- 
rents and Children, under the New Teſtament are cut 
ſhort, are maimed ; they are not ſo compleat in this 
Reſpect, as the Jews and Proſelytes and their Infants 
formerly were; but this is directly contrary to the 
Apoſtle's Reaſoning, in Col. 2. 10, 1, 12. and to the 
Current of Scripture. | | 
The Bleſſing of Abraham is come on the Gentiles thro? 
Chriſt, Gal. 3. 9, 14. But the Bleſſing of Abraham, was 
the Covenant of Grace with a viſible Seal annexed 
thereto, as belonging to believing Abraham and his 
Infant ſeed, (as was ſhewn) : Therefore the Covenant 
of Grace with a viſible Seal annexed thereto, as be- 
longing to Believers and their Infant-ſeed, is come on 
the Gentiles thro? Chriſt ; who hath not ſtraitned but 
enlarged his Grace, and the viſible Tokens of it, now 
in Goſpel Times. | 
See Jer. 30. 9. 19, 20, 22. where the Lord did 
promiſe that under the New Teſtament, the Childꝛen 
of the People of God ud be as aforetime, but afore- 
time, they were in the Church, in the Covenant, and 
Partakers of its Token and Seal, even in their Infancy ; 
Therefore the Children of God's People are in tbe 
Church, in the Covenant, with a Right to partake of 
its Token and Seal, even in their Infancy ; to deny this 
is to ſay the Promiſe is not true: But this, and many 
others to the ſame Purpoſe, are Tea and Amen in Chriſt, 
being confirmed by him, 2 Cor. 1. 20. Rom. 15. 4, 8. 
None can or ought to forbid the baptiſmal Water to 
thoſe, on whom God pours out his Spirit, A#s 10. 47. 
But God pours out his Spirit on the Seed, Offspring 
or Buds of his People, Ja. 44. 3, 4. and 59. 20, 21. 
Therefore none can or ought to forbid the baptiſmal 
Water to the Seed and Offspring of the People of God. 
The Holy Scripture teacheth, (as was proved) that 
the Infant-feed of Believers are comprehended in the 


New Teſtament abundantly teacheth, that Perſons 


the Uncircumcited, but amongſt the Circumciſed) yet 
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Lord's Covenant with their Parents, and together with 
them, are the Lord's People, his Choſen, his Servants, 
his Children, born to him, his from the Womb, his 
bleſſed Ones, his Heritage, and that they are holy, 
Diſciples, Church Members, Saints, Fc. And the 


who come under ſuch Characters eught to be Bapti- 
zed; Therefore not only adult profeſſing Believers, 
(not baptized) but alſo the Infant-ſeed of Belicyers 
ought to be baptized, | 

+ Allo it appears by ſeveral Inſtances left on Re. 
cord in Holy Scripture for our Inſtruction, that tas 
the Practice of the Primitive Times to baptize Houſe- 
holds; and not only adult 8282 Believers, who 
were not baptized before, but alſo when they were 
baptized, then their Houſeholds, as theirs, were bap- 
tized, without any Exception of the tendereſt Infant 
which is the very ſame Privilege that was confer'd 
{as to the Application of the Token of the Covenant) 
on Abrahen and his Seed, his Servants and their Seid, 
the Proſelytes, in all Ages, and their Seed ; only with 
this Inlargement of Privilege in the Ordinance, they 
circumciſed only the Male Children in their own Per. 
Jons, altho' the Female were never reckoned among 
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aw Baptiſm: is a more eaſy Sign and is ſuited and c- 
phed to both Sexes : There is now, in receiving thut 
Ordinance, neither Male nor Female as formerly ther 
2 in receiving Circumciſion, Gal. 3. 27, 28. Then 
ln the New Teſtament, the Subjects of Baptiſm are 
not expreſs'd, as the Subjects of Circumciſion were, N. 
De and all his Males, Gen. 17. Exod. 12. but H 
and all his, he and their ouſholds. The Jay- 
Jor on his Converſion 2045 baptized, he and ali his (be. 
and all that were of him) ftraightway, Acts 16. 33: 

Idin, upon ber Converſion to the Faith of Chill, 
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* was baptized aud her Houſehold, Acts 16. 14, 15. Alſo 
the Houſehold of Stepbanas was baptized, 1 Cor. I. 16. 
From theſe three Inſtances, left on Record for our Inf 
Ww. firuction, it's as clear that the Apoſtles common Prace 
th tice was to. baptize adult Believers and their Houſes 
holds z as from thoſe two Inſtances of baptizing Lydia 
and ſome Women at Samaria, Acts 16. 15. and 8. 12. 
tis evident that their common Practice was to baptize 
Women, as well as Men. And 'tis very ſtrange, that 
thoſe who make the two laſt Inſtances a Rule for 
ve. if beptizing Women, (altho? it is not ſaid in ſo m 
expreſs Words, baptize Women) ſhould utterly ref 
to allow the firſt three Inſtances to be a Rule for 
baptizing the Houſeholds of Believers, who are 
* baptized themſelves, becauſe it's not ſaid in ſo many 
dad. Words, baptize Children. | | 
k O5. It's ſaid, Children are not expreſſed in thoſe 
Texts that ſpeak of Baptizing Houſcholds. 
Anſwer, It they are not expreſſed, then they are 
$4 Net excluded; and if not excluded, then they are in- 
' Wi cluded : for 1, Children being at leaſt principal Parts 
ow of an Houſe, if they had been excluded, they would 
den no doubt have been expreſſed, as When Samuel, 
a Infant, was not included with the reſt of his Bre- 
thren and Siſters in the Term Houſe ; his Exclufion, 
together with the ſpecial Occaſion thereof, is plainly 
expreſſed, 1 Sam. 1, 2, 3, 4. 20, 21, 22, 23, 4. 
2dly, If Children, who before had been circumcis'd, 
Were not now to be baptized, here was both fit Place 
and juſt Occaſion for the Apoſtles and for the Scripture 
(recording their Acts) to have excepted the Children 
expreſly, and not to have uſed fnch Speeches and 
the Terms, which in many other Places of Scripture are 
8 Tay uled to expreſs and ſignify Children. | 
> (e. 34, The Scripture recordeth that the Apoſtles bap- 
„ed the Houſcholds of adult Believers : And in ma- 
a other Places telleth us, that the Houſchold were the 
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Children of the Father or Mother whoſe Houſe it was; 
Therefore the Scripture, by neceſſary Conſequence, 
telleth us, that the Apoſtles baptized the Children of 
adult Believers: That a godly Man's or Woman's 
Child or Children, are his or her Houſe or Houſe. 
hold ; ſee theſe Scriptures, 1 Tim. 3. 4, 5. 1 Sam, 
27. 3. with chap. 30. 6. Exod. 1. 1. with Gen. 46. f. 
Gen. 45. 11. with chap. 50. 21. 1 King. 17. 12, 13, 
14, 15. Deut. 25. 5, to 10. Gen. 30. 30. and 45. 
T8, 19. Num. 3. 15. Pſal. 115. 12, 13, 14. 1 Tin. 
5G. 8. Luke 19. 9. Exod. 12. 27. with chap. 10, 8,9. 
and 12. 37. Gen. 46. 26, 27. Ruth 4. 11, 12. 
From theſe Texts (to omit others) it's abundantly 
evident, that in Scripture Language, the Houſe or 
Houſehold, is the Child, the Children, the little ones, 
the Sons and Daughters of the Father or Mother, 
whoſe Houſe or Houſehold it is. | 
Now therefore from the Tenour of this Expreſſion, 
that they baptized Houſeholds, the Houſeholds of ſuch 
who believed and were baptized themſelves ; (conſ:- 
dered with the Texts foregoing, and with the harmo- 
nious Senſe of Scripture, and Practice of the Church 
in all Ages from Abraham to Chriſt, which was to cir- 
cumciſe converted Gentiles and their Seed) 'tis plain 
enough, that the Children of profeſſed and baptized 
Believers were baptized, as Abraham and his Sced, 
his Servants and their Seed, the Proſelytes in all Ages 
and their Seed, were circumciſed. | 
For if it were the Will of God, that there ſhould b 
a Stop put to the Sealing of Believers Infants unde! 
the New Teſtament ; if he ' willed that only adult 
protefſed Believers, and not their Children, ſhould be 
tized ; would he have told us in his Word, that 
Perſons and their Houſeholds were baptized, without 
telling us that Children in every Houſe were, or ouglit 
to be excepted ? Would he tell us that new Converts 


and their Houſebolds were baptized z and in = 
othe 
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other Texts tell us, that the Houſes and Houſeholds of 
his Servants, were their Child, Children, little Ones, 
Sons and Daughters, (as before) if he would not 
have the Children of his Servants baptized ? 

Obj. They ſpake the Word of the Lord to the Jay- 
lor, and to all that were in his Houſe ; would they 
preach to Children ? 

Anſwer, Yes, they would, and ſo would thoſe too, 
that make this Objection, did they but underſtand and 
put their Conſciences under the Authority of the fol- 
lowing Scriptures, Epb. 6. 1, 4. Prov. 22. 6. Deut. 
6. 7. and 31. 12, 13. and 29. 9. with ver. 10, 11, 
Joſ 8. 34, 35. Col. 3. 20. Pſal. 34. 11. and 78. 4, 

0 7. It's no Abſurdity to preach the Goſpel to an In- 
I Luke 1. 76, 77. 78, 79- 
ther Alſo ſeeing they could in the Abſence of the Chil- 

'M dren, preach the Goſpel to the Parent, including the 

WF Children in their Doctrine according to the {. ovenant, 
ſuch WM faying, Believe, and Thou ſhalt be ſaved and thy Houſe, 
they might properly preach the ſame to Parent and 
Children together. | 

O. But, ſay they, the Jaylor belzeved in God with 
\ Cit- all his Houſe. 

Jain Anſwer, Yea, the Children of Believers as ſuch, 
eld (whilſt Children at leaſt: are always in Scripture Ac- 
ed, count reckon'd amongſt the Faithful, and never a- 
mongſt Unbelievers, they being comprehended i in the 
Parents Covenant. 
11008 Os. It's faid that Lydia was a Woman of T' byatira, 
dre cho' now at Philippi, and that it's unlikely ſhe would 
auh bring her C hildren with her ſo far from home. 
An to. The Text faith not, that her Home was now 
at Thyatira, nor that her Children were born or lived 
there, but only that ſhe was of that City; which 
Proves no more than this, that ſhe was born there 
rſelf, as Perſons are ſaid to be of this or that Town, 


Country or Nation where they were born: Nay, 12 8 
clear 
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clear that her Houſe (i. e. her Children, as before) 
was with her at Philippi, and were baptized as Hers, 
immediately upon her being baptized herſelf. 

Obj. The Houſehold of Stephanas, baptized by 
Paul, miniftred to the Saints; therefore they were 
not Children, ſay they, + Cor. 16. 15. 

Anſw. This is no Proof that they were not Children 
when the Apoſtle baptized em; But *tis a Proof that 
their Baptiſm, as an Houſe of a godly Father was not 
in vain, becauſe that Covenant Grace, which was ſealed 
to them and their Parent in their Baptiſm, did after- 
wards in due Time ſhew itſelf in their good Works. 

- Either thoſe Houſeholds were baptized as adult 
ſingle Perſons on their own perſonal Profeſſion, or 
elſe as they were the Children of the believing Parent. 
Thoſe who aſſert the Firſt, do it without any Colour 
from the Texts. There is not a Word of the Faith, 
Profeſſion, &c. of any one Perſon in any of theſe thre: 
Houſeholds mentioned, until after they had been bap- 
tired. But that thoſe Perſons called Jydia's Hon ſeboll, 
Stephanas's Houſehold, All his; were baptized as theirs, 
or as their Houſeholds as ſuch, and on. the Account of 
their Relation as Children to the believing Parent, 
ſeems clear, iſt, from the very expreſſing themſelves, 
He and all his, ſhe and her Houſehold, &c. compared 
with Gen. 17. 7, 9, 10, Sc. Exod. 12.48. 2diy, Had 
they been baptized each one ſeverally on his or her 
own perſonal Profeſſion, then they ought to have been 
baptized, tho* Lydia, the Jaylor, and Stephanas had not 
been converted: but ſurely they could not then have 
been baprized as their Houſeholds, as they were: 
For we read not of Baptizing the Houſeholds of Un- 
believers : no, if all the adult Perſons of an Un- 
believing. Man or Woman's Houſe, and not them- 
ſelves, were converted (as no doubt it often fell out 
in thoſe Times) yet they could not be baptized as 
his or her Houſchiold,. as theſe were; but as ſingle 


Perſons 
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Perſons on their own perſonal Profeſſion. | 
Again, Compare theſe Texts which ſpeak of bap- 
tizing new converted Perſons and their Houſeholds, 
with thoſe that ſpeak- of ſaving new converted Per- 
ſons and their Houſes ; and we ſhall find that Children 
are intended in or by the Term Houſe, Luke 19. . 
This Day (i. e. the Day of his Converſion) is Salvation 
tame to this Houſe, foraſmuch as he alſo is the Son of 
Abraham, Acts 16. 31. Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; aud thou ſbalt be ſaved and thy Houſe. It the 
Lord fave the Houſes, as ſuch of thoſe Gentiles who be- 


eve ; and his Apoſtles baptize the Houſes, as ſuch of 


thoſe Gentiles who believe ; (for both which the Texts 
are expreſs and full) then converted Gentiles and their 
Seed were baptized, as formerly the Proſelytes {who 
were converted Gentiles) and their Seed were circum- 
cifed : For why ſhould we not underftand the Word 
Houſe in the ſame Senſe as intending the ſame ſorts of 
Perſons, where *tis uſed of Baptizing, as where it's 
afed of ſaving? If we are by the Term Heuſe to un- 
derſtand. Children, in thoſe Texts that ſpeak of ſaving 
the Houſe , then by the Term Houſe we are to under- 
ſtand Children, in thoſe Texts that fpeak of Baptizing 


the Houſe : But we are to underſtand Children, when 


the Floufe is faid to be ſaved; This Day is Salvation 
come to this Tlouſe, believe and thou ſbalt be ſaved and 
thy Houſe, with Ja. 49.25. And I will ſave thy Chil- 
den: The Covenant of Promiſe runs not from Maſters 
to Servants, Boarders or Lodgers, but from Parents 
to Children: 7 will be 4 God to thee and to thy Seed; 
and will circumciſe thine Heart and the Heart of thy 
Seed, for they are the Seed of the Bleſſed of the Lord, 
ad ther Offspring with them, I will pour my Spirit 
upon. thy Seed, and "my Bleſſing upon thine Offspring. 
The Promiſe is to you and to your Chiltren. 
To the ſame Perſons to whom Salvation comes, 
Baptiſm ought ro come: But nen, _ 
dg Oule, 
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Houſe, that is Children of fuch who believe, there- 
fore Baptiſm ought to come to the Houle, that is, 
Children of ſuch who believe. Alſo, 
_, The ſame Vay that Salvation comes to an Houſe, 
5 ought to come; but Salvation comes to an 
Houſe by the Parents coming under Abraham's Cove. 
nant, through Faith in Chriſt, Lutte 19. 9. Gel. 3. 29. 
A 16. 31. Therefore Baptiſm ought to come to 
an Houſe, by the Parents coming under Abrahan's 
Covenant thro' Faith in Chriſt. - 
And this very Way it was, that Circumciſion came 
to the Seed of the Proſelytes in all Ages from Abra. 
bam to Chriſt. And this Way it was that Baptiſm 
came to the Houſe, that is, Children of the Jaylor, 
Believe on the Lord 7e/us Chriſt, and theu ſhalt be faved 
and thy Houſe > This is the Doctrine of the Covenant, 
which thro Grace he believed and was baptized, be 
and all bis ftraightway, Acts 16. 31, 33. 
On. If the Children of Believers ought to be bay- 
tized, then-why was not Chriſt baptized when a Child, 
for he was the Child of a Believer? 
An. Firſt, Our Lord Chriſt was circumciſed in his 
Infancy; Circumciſion at that time being the Token 
and Seal of the Covenant, he being the Child of a 
belieying and circumciſed Parent: But Chriſt in his 
Infancy was not the Child of a baptized Parent, nei- 
ther. was Baptiſm then inſtituted, and therefore the 
Objection is impertinent, and a nicer Cavil, yet often 
inſiſted on amongſt the Ignorant : It may as well be 
demanded, why Abraham was not circumciſed in his 
Infancy, when he was not the Chiid' of a circumciſcd 
Parent, nor was Circumciſion then inſtityted. 
24h. Our Lord Jeſus did not only paſs the Time of 
his Infancy, but alſo from his 20 to his 30th Year 
without being baptized : Let the Odjectors give + 
Reaſon for this if they can, which will not allo fully 
anſwet their own Objection. If they will gt nc 
| eee el ri 5 
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Chriſt's Example, as to omitting the Time of Infancy 


for Baptiſm, then why not all other Time alſo, before 


aſe, the zoth Lear? Yea, and all time after too? And fo 
an baptize none, but in the goth Year of their Age. 

Ve. --- Thoſe who fay, the Children of baptized Believers 
29, were not baptized, and call for an Inſtance in the 


Y New Teſtament of ſuch a Child baptized, are defired 
m's to give an Inſtance in the New Teſtament, of ſuch ' 

a Child baptized on its own perſonal Profeſſion, when 
me grown up; that is, let them, if they can, ſhew from 
70. Scripture, where, or by whom, any one Perſon, Man, or 
ſm Woman, was baptized at Age, on his or her own per- 
or, ſonal Profeſſion, who was born of a believing Parent 
ved after that Parent was baptized, or who was in its In- 
nt, fancy or Childhood, when the Parent was baptized. 
he By baptizing of Infants, original Pollution is practi- 

cally owned ; and by denying Baptiſm to Infants, ori- 


9 ginal Pollution is ically difown'd. 

d, 0j. We can't fee, ſay ſome, how Infants can be ca- 
-pable of Baptiſm, and yet not capable of the Lord's ; 

his Supper. ho | 

en Anſ. 1 am ſorry for it, and wiſh you better Eye- 

2 ſight, and (in order thereto) to lay by Prejudice; h 

us and then endeavour (for 'tis attainable) to conceive, 


how an Infant of a Month old is capable of being car- 
ried a' Mile or two in the Arms of another, and yet 
not capable of walking ſo far on Foot alone. In Ba 
tiſm the Perſon baptized is paſſive ; (or at leaft ought 
ſo to be) the Work lies on the Baptizer alone: Bur 
in the Lord's Supper, divers Actions are required of 
the Receivers, as to Take, to Eat, to Drink, to do it in 
Remembrance of Chriſt, to ſhew forth the Lord's Death. 


Ir And it's no fmall Argument, that Baptiſm is come 
a in the Room of Circumciſion, and is to be applied 
y to Infants, as Circumciſion was; becauſe, the Subject 
„ is paſſive in receiving it; the Ordinance being ſuited 


to the Age of Infants, as much every Way, as Cir- 
N I cumciſion 


— 
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cumciſion was: And alſo becauſe. it's to be admini- 
niſtred but once to any one Perſon; and that, as the 
firſ Sacrament and Seal of the Covenant, and of their 
Entrance, a Sign of Regeneration, and the New Birth; 
in all which it agrees with, and doth the ſame as Cir- 
cumciſion formerly did. tis ;f; | 
All Objections brought againſt the Covenant Inte- 
reſt, Church Memberſhip, and Baptiſm! of Believers 
Infants, from their Want of Underſtanding, perſonal 
Profeſſion, Sc. are of no Force at all; becauſe al! 
ſuch Objections, were as much againſt their Covenant 
Jatereſt, Church-Memberſhip and Circumciſion, be- 
fore Chriſt's Coming, as they can be againſt their Co 
venant Intereſt, Church-Memberſhip, and Baptiſm 
ſince : Yet, then they enjoyed theſe Privileges, not- 
withſtanding all ſuch Objections; therefore they may 
do ſo now. The Children of the Godly, have now 
as much Need of, and as much Capacity for all theſc 


Privileges, as they had before Chriſt's Coming and 
. Sufferings: And certainly his Coming, and Sufferings, 


hath not rendred God leſs merciful to the Infants of 
his People, than he was before. Did our Lord Jeſus 
ſuffer and dye, to remove either God's Favour, or the 


_ outward Tokens of it, from the Infants of his People? 
Did he ſuffer and dye, to purchaſe their Excommuni- 
cation, or caſting out of the Church? No certainly. 


It was the great Mercy and Privilege of the People 


of God, as ſuch, both Jews and Ptoſelytes, to have the 


Covenant and Promiſes run from Parents to Children; 
to have their Infants in the viſible Church, and Par- 
takers with themſelves of Circumciſion, the then To- 
ken and Seal of the Covenant, and Sign of the Cir- 
cumciſion of the Heart; for thereby the Promiſe was 
confirmed and 1eal-d, to their Faith, that God wwou! ; be 


4 God to, and circumciſe the Hearts of both them and their 
Seed. And this Grant of Privilege, as renew'd and con- 
. firm'd by Chriſt, {who hath.chang'd Circumciſion into 


Baptiſm) 
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Baptiſm) the Chriſtian Churches have, and do thank- 
fully accept, and faithfully apply, to the Infants of 
Believers z as the next Chapter ſhews. 


gy — 


r. 


Aving proved from the whole Drift and Current 

of Holy Scripture, that Believers Infants are, 
together with their Parents, in the viſible Church, in 
the Covenant of Promiſe, with a Right to partake, - 
even in their Infancy, of the Token and Seal of the 
Covenant and Sign of Regeneration or Circumciſion 
of the Heart, which now is Baptiſm. I ſhall proceed 
to ſhew that this is the Doctrine profeſſed, held and 
practiſed by the Proteſtant Churches in general. There 
are two Things make this neceſſary to be ſhewn. 1. Be- 
cauſe the Oppoſers ſay, tho* untruly, that baptizing 
of Infants is Popery. 2dly. Becauſe in their printed 
Books againſt Believers Infants, and for their new 
Doctrine, (finding themſelves pinched with Scripture 
Teſtimony brought againſt em; alfo finding the Scrip- 
tures, they would reft on, at every Turn to forſake 
em and refuſe to come into their Service) they fly for 
Refuge to human Teſtimonies, multiplying. Quota- 
tions of the Sayings of particular Perſons, as if they 
deligned to carry their Cauſe by Number and Poll; 
and make the Ignorant believe that the generality of 
the learned and eminent Teachers and Writers in the 
Church, were on their Side, againſt the Infants, con- 
trary to the Truth : Whereby ſome are deceived, who 
know not how eaſy a Matter *cis to heap up the Say- 
ings of particular Perſons for any Error; eſpecially if 
Liberty be taken to quote, or rather preſs Men's Say- 
ings, to ſerve in a Cauſe directly contrary to the ma- 
nifeſt Senſe and Meaning, as well as the known Judg- 
ment and Practice of their Authors; which unfair 
TOI) : ] 2 Practice, 
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Practice, the Oppoſers of Infants have been extremely 
faulty in: I doubt not but they would be greatly of. 
fended, ſhould I here only repeat what ſome of the 
very ſame Men have written of them, and their Way, 
whom they quote for their Side. It's clear, that 
wanting the Judgments of the great, learned and emi- 
nent Servants of Chriſt on their Side, they have choſ- 
to make Uſe of their Names, to give Credit to the 
Cauſe of Anabaptiſm. | | 

On the other Side, it would fill many Volumes 
yea, twere an endleſs Work, for any Man to ſhew 
what hath been written on the Behalf of Believers In- 
fants, and againſt their Enemies, the Anabaptiſts, by 
the moſt eminent Reformers, Confeſſors, and Martyrs, 
in the ſeveral Nations where they lived, and by able and 
faithful Miniſters, and other Chriſtians, ſince, without 
Number. See that bleſſed Martyr, Mr. Philpot's ex- 
cellent Letter of Infant-Baptifm, Book of Martyrs. 
Vol. 3. And that excellent Diſcourſe of Mr. Calvin's on 
the ſame Subject, Cafviy's Inſtitutions. Book 4. Chap. 16. 
But my Buſineſs now, is not to ſhew the Opinion of 
particular Men, but the Judgment, the Faith, and 
Practice of the Proteſtant Churches in general, de- 
clared and publiſhed in their Confeſſions of Faith. 
1/t. The Church of England in the 39 Articles, 


Article 27. ſaith, | 0 0 n. 
The Boptiſm of young Children, is in any wile to be 
retained in the Church, as moſt agreeable with the In. 
fitution of Chriſt. | | 
_ 2dly. The Confeſſion of the Faith of Scotland, ſaith. 
Me confeſs and acknowledge, that Baptiſm apper- 
taincth as well to the Iufants of the Faithful, as to 
them that be of Age and Diſcretion: And ſo we 
damn the Error of the Anabaptiſts, who deny Baptiſm 
to appertain to Children. e 
See the Harmony of Confeflions, publiſhed in the 
Name of the Churches of France and Belgia, 


340, 
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34h. The latter Confeſſion of Heluelig, of Holy 
Baptiſm, Chap. 20. faith, 

We condemn the Anabaptiſts, who deny that 
young Jufants, born of faithful Parents, are to be bap- 
tized : For according to the Doctrine of the Golpel, 
theirs is the Kingdom of Gad; and they are written in the 
Covenant of God. And why then ſhould not the Sign 
of the Covenant be given to them? Why ſhould they 
not be conſecrated by holy Baptiſm, who are God's 
peculiar People, and in the Church of Ged? Chap. 19. 
In the Stead of Circumciſion, we have Baptiſm. 
At. The Confeſſion of Bohemia of holy Baptiſm, 
Chap. 20. ſaith, This is taught that young Children 
alſo, _ are reckoned in the Number of God's People, 
Suffer ye the little Children to come unto me and 
forbid am not, for of fuch, is the Kingdom. Therefore 
according to the Word of the Lord, and to many other 
Teſtimonies and other Promiſes made to this beloved Age 
of, Chaldren , eſpecially when, as alſo, there is extant an 
Example of chat antient Miniſtry ordained of God, 
viz.. Circumciſion, which by reaſon of the Covenant, 
belonged not only to thoſe of Diſcretion, but there- 

withal, alſo, to young Children. For theſe Cauſes do 
our Miniſters, without any doubt, and boldly, baptize 
Children in the Name of the Holy Trinity, applying 
to them a Sign of molt effectual | Hes and moſt ſure 
Witneſs bearing of that Thing, which by Chriſt's own 
Words, is aſſi —— to this Age, and is imparted unto 
41 And ſo over Children, this moſt holy Name 
is called upon, in which alone there is Salvation. 

5ihly. The French Conteflion, Article 35. faith, 
that God doth. together with their Parents, 
account their Paſterity alſo to be of the Church, we al- 
firm, that J»fznts, being born of holy Parents, are by 
the Authority of Chriſt to be baptized. _ 

6, The Angi en, Article 11, or een 
ee „Chap. Il. | 140-3 
21 . . We 
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We ſay hat Baptiſm is a Sacrament of the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, and of that Waſhing which we have in 
the Blood of Chriſt ; and that no 9 Peron which will 

rofeſs Chriſt's Name, ought to be reſtrained or kept 

ck therefrom : No, not the ve:y Halbes of Chriſti- 
ans, forfomuch as they be born in Sin, and pertain 
aro the People of GS... | 

N or Dutch C onfeſſon, Article 34. faith, 
believe and confeſs, - that 1 
which was done by Blood, being aboliſhed, he (i. 

Chriſt) hath inſtituted Baptiſm in the Place hereof 
 ——Baptiſm is a Token to us, that he will be our 
God' for ever. Therefore the Lord hath com- 
manded all his to be baptized with pure Water, In 
the Name of the Father, ibe Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
to ſignify that the Blood of Chriſt doth internally, 
thro* the Operation of the Spirit, perform and effect 
that in the Soul, which Water doth externally work 
in the Body 3 ; for Water being poured upon us, and 
appezring in the Body of him that is baptized, moiſt- 
ning the ſame, doth waſh away the Filthineſs of the 
Body: So the Blood of Chrift, waſhing the Soul, 
doth cleanſe it from Sin, c. Not that this material 
Water doth theſe Things, but the ſprinkling of the 
precious Blood'of the Son of God, Sc. — For theſe 
'Cautjes do we believe, that every one that deſireth to 
obtain eternal Life, ought to be baptized with one 
'Baptiſm, and that alone, which never afterwards is to 
be iterated, ſeeing that we can't be born twice. Nei- 
ther dot this Baptiſm profit us, only at that Moment, 
when the Water reſteth on us, and when we are 
ſprinkled with it; but it is available throughout the 
whole Time of our Life: Therefore here we do deteſt 
the Error' of the Anabaptiſts, who are not content 
with one only Baptiſm, and that once received, but 
do alſo condemn the Baptiſm of Infants, yea of thoſe 
that be born of faithful Papents : But we by the _ 
g 5 Reaſon 
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zeaſon do believe, that they ought to be baptiſed and 
Seal'd with the ſign of the Covenant; for the Which 
in time paſt the Infants amongſt the Ifaelites were 
circumciſed, that is, by Reaſon of the ſame Promiſes 
made unto our Infants, that were made unto others. And 
verily Chriſt hath no leſs ſhed his Blood to teh the In- 
ants of the Faithful, then he did for the waſhing of 
—— that are of riper Years ; therefore it is meet that 
ſhould receive the Sign or Sacrament of the thing 
which Chriſt hath wrought for their ſakes. Far- 
thermore, that which Circumciſion did perform to the 
People of the Fews, the ſame doth Baptiſm perform 
to the Children of the Faithful: For which cauſe Paul 
calleth Baptiſm, the Circumciſion of Chriſt. 
8. The Confeſſion of Auſpurge, Article g. ſaith, 
That young Infants are to be baptized, and chat 
they being by Baptiſm commended to God, are re- 
ceived into God's Favour, and are made the Sons of 
God, as Chriſt witneſſeth, ſpeaking of little Children 
in the Church, Mat. 18. It is not the Will of your Hea- 
venly Father that any of theſe little ones ſhould periſh : 
They condemn the Anabaptiſts, which allow not the 
Baptiſm of Infants, Sc. 
9. The Confeſſion of Saxony, Article 13. faith, 
We do alſo baptize Infants, becauſe it is moſt. cer- 
tain thut the Promiſe of Grace doth pertain alſa-to' In- 
fants, and to thoſe only which are Ingrafted into the 
Church : Becauſe that of theſe it is ſaid, ſuffer little 
Ones to come unto me, becauſe that to ſuch appertaineth 
the Kingdom of Heaven. And Origen writeth on the 
lixth of Romans, That the Church received the Cuſtom of 
baptizing Infants from the Apoſtles : Neither do we 
think that this Cuſtom is only an idle Ceremony, but 
that the Infants are then indeed received and ſanctified 
of God. And of this Matter there be many Things 
written ind publiſhed in our Nea rden | 
the Anabepuſty are refuted, © + 
I 4 10, 
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10. The Confeſſion of Wirtenberge of Baptilny, 


Chap. 10. on 
edge that Baptiſm is to be Miniſtred, a 


We-acknow!l 
well to-Tn/ants, as to thoſe that are grown to full Ape, 
and that it is to be uſed in the Church, even to the 
end f the World, in the Name of the Father, and of hut 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, according to Chrift Reg 
Iiftitution : — Moreover we teach that, he, which ben 
(ſo) baptized, is Sprinkled with a Spiritual Ancin- | , 


mg= 
I bo eG Confeſſion of Sveveland of Baptiſm, Chap. 1 

17 
And ſeeing that Bap tiſm is a Serament of that Co- 1 

venant which God hath made with thoſe that be his, 

promiſing that be will be their God and the God of tber | 

Seed, that he will be a Revenger of Wrongs, and ob 

take them tor bis People. To conclude, ſeeing it is af bel 

Token of the renewing of the Spirit, which is wrougt MI _ 

by Chriſt : Therefore our Preachers do teach that n 

is. to be given to Infants alſo, as well as that in times 

paſt under Moſes they were cireumeiſed ; for we are in- 
deed the Children of Abraham ; and therefore that Pro- 
miſe, I will be thy God and the God of thy Seed, doll 
no Jeſs: pertain unto us, than it did to that Ancient 

People. 

13. The Confeſñon of the Aſſembiy of Divines at 
Weſtminſer, Chap. 24. of Marriage, faith, 
Marriage was ordained for the mutual Help of Hu- 

band and Wife, for the Increaſe of Mankind with # 

Legitimate Iſue, and of the Church with an Holy Szed.-- 
. And Chap. 28. of Baptiſm. \ 
Not only thoſe that do actually p proſeſs Faith in, 8 

and Obedience to Chriſt, but tothe Aft, of one WF x 

n believing Parents, are to be baptized. 

- Allo the Aſſemblies larger Catechiſm, faith, 
Baptiſm is not to be adminiſtred to any that are out 
of the Viſible Church, and ſa Strangers trom the Co- 
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nant of Promiſe, till they profeſs their Faith. 
wh Infants deſcending from Parents, either both, or 
but one of them, proteſſing Faith in Chriſt, and Obe- 

dience to him, are in that re/peft within the Covenant, and. 
ts be Baptized. Baptiſm is to be adminiſtred 
hut once with Water, to be a Sign and Scal of our 
Regeneration and ingratting into Chriſt, and that e- 
oy to Infants. 

3. The Confeſſion agreed on at the Savoy, 1658, 
tity Chap. 25. 

Marriage was erdained for the mutual Help of Huſ- 
band and Wife, for the acrea/e of Mankind with a 
kwitimate I ſur, and of the Church with an Holy Seed. — 

And Chap. 29. faith, 

Not only thoſe 1 * do actually profeſs Faith in, and 
Obedience to Chriſt, but alſo the Intants of one or both 
. Parents are to be baptized, and thoſe only. 

Out of a Confeſſion of Faith written by Ce- 
—4 Smith, Miniſter and Martyr, directed to the 
faithful Congregatron in Antwerp, fit for all c 
ans to read, Sc. 

In Baptiſm we are waſhed from our Sins: It 
the Laver and Bath of. our Regeneration and 4 2 
tion in the Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In it, God 
renews and confirms to us his Covenant, which he for- 
merly made with Adam, Abrabam, Jſaac and Jacob; 
tbe Covenant is not. changed, but the Sign only: name- 
ly,» the Knife into Water, and the Circumciſion or 
cutting of the F ore-ſkin into Baptiſm or Waſhing. 
Chriſt's Blood being ſhed, no Blood now mult be ſhed, 
Water is now only the Sign of the waſhing away of our 
Sins, which alone ſets n the Virtue of Chriſt's 
Blood ſhed. ' 

Nor are the aged and geen in Years, only called 
to the Communion of this Divine Scal of the Cove- 
nant; but alſo little Infants new born; to whom as to 


the other appertains this Sign of the Covenant alſo, as 
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in Times paſt Circumciſion belonged to the Children 
of the Jews ; For this auſe Chriſt commanded, that 
they ſhould be brought to him, tiling them Heirs of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 19. 14. For this 
Cauſe allo the Children of Believers are called Holy, 
1 Cor. 7. 14. ſeeing the Promiſe of Salvation in Chriſt 
belongs to them, as ſaith Peter, Acts 2. 39. And 
therefore the Apoſtles baptized whole Families. A 
16. 13. As Abraham circumciſed all his Houſhold, 
Gen. 17. 23. And as Circumciſion was given but once, 
fo ought we to be but once baptized. Mirrour of 
Martzrs, 5 Edit, pag. 585, G. 

As we have ſeen the whole Drift and harmonious 

Senſe and Meaning of Holy Scripture in all its Parts, 
proving that the Infants of the Faithful are of the Nun. 
ber of God's People, within his Covenant Church and 
Kingdom, with a Right to Baptiſm : So alſo we have 
ſeen the Faith and Practice of the Proteſtant Churches 
in general, exrctly conformable thereto. 
0h. But thoſe who differ, do conſtantly affirm the 
Church did not apply Baptiſm to Infants, till many 
Years after the Apoſtles were deae. 
Anſ. *Tis true many affirm it, tho' none will or can 
prove it. None can find the Beginning and firſt Riſe 
of baprizing Infants, until they aſcend up to the Scrip- 
tures and Practice of the Apoſtles; but *tis eaſy to 
trace Hereſies to their firſt riſing up. Mr. Phi pot, 
in his Letter before cited, faith, 4 I can declare out 
* of ancient Writers, that the Baptiſm of Infants hath 
continued from the Apoſtles Times unto ours. — 
* (and after citing ſome Teſtimonies, ſaith,) Theſe 
Authorities of Men I do alledge, not to tie the 
* Baptiſm of Children, to the Teſtimonies of Men; 
but to ſhew, how Men's Teſtimonies do agree with 
God's Word, and that the Verity of Antiquity is on 

our Side, and that the Anabaptiſts have nothing but 

Lies for them, and new Imaginations, which 70 
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+ Baptiſm of {. hildren to be the Pope's Command- 
ment. Thus far Mr. Philpot. 

To which let me add a Word or two of Mr. Cal- 
in's.to the ſame Purpoſe. Whereas, ſaith he, they 
ſpread abroad among the ſimple People, that there 
E long Row of Yeats after the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt, in which, the Baptiſm of Infants was un- 
Known Therein they moſt foully do lie; for there 

is no Writer | ſo old, that doth not certainly 

« refer the Beginning thereof, to the Time of the 
Ly Cairn: s Inſt. B. 4. Chap. 16. Seck. $. 


ns, POSTSCRIPT. 


and 7H EREAS the Antipædo- Baptiſts 8 
ly decline the Evidence of the Truth, here 


pleaded and vindicated, by taking much 
Pains to Aber, what no Body aſſerts; viz. that 
the Wall Infarits of Believers, as ſuch, are in an inv/#le 
my Covenant-Relation to God, and made Partakers of all 
ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings; whereby their leſs 
-an howing, and unwary Readers are bewilder'd and de- 
ile Weeiv'd, as taking this to be what is pleaded for by 
P- Witoſe' that maintain the vile Covenant-Relation, 
to ¶ which the Infant Sced of profeſſed Believers ſtand in 
%, v God: Here is added, the plain, true State of the 
ut Controverſy in the Author's own Words, in the four 
th ſollowing P itions in his Remarks: on Mr. Ever” 5 
— WW errtended Anfwer, Sc. Pages 6, 7. | 
ſc 1. That there i is, and always was, an externhünd 
e Able Adminiſtration of the Covenant of Grace; and 
u internal and inviſible Adminiſtration of the fame 


h Covenant Grace: Accord ingly, the Church and 
n I} Kingdo riſt, is conſidered either as viſible or 
A 
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their infant Sed; And the Sorben of- Grace ads inte 


Ada, is known to God only; wherefort we can't with 


© Earth, who, hath this Afi arance 
4 ſure other Men he eto), pn fentn nhbe Gn * 


have, and who have not this, ap ont Yaſibke; Rigi 
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oratane vf (rick & externally and viſt 
ad miniſtred, 


nds all profeſſec Belicvers ani 


katly and "invifbly admigiltred; .comprehends ſo ma 
of *thofe' profefl;d Believers and "their Trfant-Ser 
hoe Perfons are  traly juſtified: and e 3 by 
who Theſe are ĩs known to 


od only. n 
vat We know in the general, that ſome of thoſe mn 
ed Believers archer als Sed, in dhe Covetan 

'of Grace, as external ly and vifſb ſyadminiſtred, may 
do five tb fall away; but which Per ſons of chem ml 


ſinful | judging, and Breach of Charity, conclude the 
wiſe of any one” Ta Kukki therh, Bix that he 


a a-real Saint inwardly, ſo lo is a Viſible one. 


22 As Men don't know; 55 ang ro 
to controvett abqut who have an internal Wi 


Right, and ſhall perſevere to the End hi faved 


or: who have, only. an external viſible Right, and hal 
Il away, I4-i5-a very great Favour from 


© {Man may attaim to WA . * 


Election, 2 Pel. 1. 10. Ppt iy Hers * 
um 


_wardly ſanctited ? If Men can't know this-ons of 
dien then they: maſt judgezcoording, wpupyard 4 
. prarance 4 it's God on eg e and trick 
- the Reins, Jer. 17:99, 10, Non. 8, 3. Nau, 2 5 
- Wherefore the prolent: Congoverly: is only about wh 
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